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THE WEST BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 
Official Report of the Fourth Session. 

Volume IV. 

Proceedings of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
as adapted. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, the 
17th January, 1949, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon ’hie Sri Iswar 1)as Jalan) in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble 
Ministers and f>7 Members. 


Obituary. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: M ay I have your 
permission, Sir, to refer to two incidents which have affected the country 
within the last fortnight: one in Bengal and the other in Assam. The 
hand of death seems to have been very active, and we have lost two valuable 
colleagues in the (iovernments of Bengal and Assam. Srijuf Mohini Mohan 
Barman was our colleague tor man\ months. He represented u particular 
interest in the country and in the Uabinet. A quiet man with unassuming 
manners, gentle and ( \et tirm if need be, lie was so soft-natured that one 
would have thought that he had no enemies in this world. And, therefore, 
when I first heard tin* new* of the incident at about quarter past eleven at 
night 1 could not believe that the incident was true, but soon after when 
I reached the hospital at about l‘J o’clock in the midnight 1 found that our 
friend had been the victim of a most unfortunate uceiocnt, shot as he was 

by Ills own servant. I asked him. as he was then still conscious, as to why 

he thought the servant had used firearms against him. Hi* replied that he 
would give me tin* whole story after he got better. Unfortunately he did 

not survive the shock. We are sorry to have lost a valuable colleague and 

the country a very lo\al worker. 1 pray, Sir. that you will, on behalf of 
us all, communicate to the members of the bereaved family our sincerest 
condolence at his untimely death. 

The other incident I want to refer to is tire loss sustained bv the death 
of II is Excellency Sir Akbar Ifydari. Although lu> belonged to the so-called 
sun-dried bureaucratic group being a inemlxT of the Indian Uivil Service, 
I had found, botlr before the loth of August, J947, and afterwards, that ho 
had inherited in a large measure the sweetness of temper of his father, his 
geniality of position, his urbanity of manners, bis sweet nature by which 
he could captivate the hearts of bis friends and oppositionists alike. He 
was a source of strength to the Government of the Indian Union and when 
I met him last a few* weeks ago it seemed to me that he was the right man 
in the right place. He had big objectives. lie desired to serve the Indian 
Union in a manner which would have satisfied every one of us, but God 
willed it otherwise. I pray again, Sir, that you will kindly communicate 
on behalf of this House our sincerest condolences at his death to his widow 
and his family. 

Jamb MUSHARRUFF HOtSAIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
aaaociate myself with all that has fallen from the lips of the Hon’ble the 
Leader of this House. Mr. Mohini Mohan Barman comes from the very 
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place from where I have come, and I know the quality of iiis head and heart. 
He wax a sincere and honest man, really unfit for this world. To snatch 
away such a person from amongst us is a blow not only to me personally and 
to other people coming from that area, but I know it has caused a big wound 
in the minds of the people not only of Bengal but of the whole of India. 
We have really lost a sincere friend by his unfortunate death. Sir, I 
sincerely associate myself again with all that has been said by my friend, 
the header of the House. 

As for (lie other gentleman who has also gone away from us, he was 

also a man for whom the whole of India has a sincere feeling. I did not 

meet him much, but just on a few occasions I met him. I know he was a 

gentleman who wanted the good of India, and for us to lose him is another 

misfortune. With these words I associate myself with what the Hon’ble 
the header of the House has said about him. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May 1 have your 
permission. Sir, and tin* permission of the House also to add another name — 
I mention the death of my old friend Mr. Brelvi who had been a pillar of 
strength to the nationalist cause. I knew him for the last twenty years 
as a prominent member ol a particular community who did not make any 
distinction between man and man and who really realised in his life and in 
bis sufferings the cause for which the Congress always stood. I admire 
him for his frankness, openness ami sweet nature and tor the service lie 
has rendered to the community and the country at large. I hope, Sir, you 
will kindly also send to the members of his family our sincerest condolences 
at his untimely death. 

Mr. J. R. WALKER: Mr. Speaker, Sir. on behalf of my colleague and 
myself, the associations which we represent, I wholeheartedly associate 
myself with all that the Leader of the House has said about the deceased 
gentlemen. India has lost loyal servants and true patriots by their deaths. 

Mr. C« C. D. WILKS: Mr. Speaker, Sir. on behalf of myself and the 
other members of the Anglo-fndian Group T associate myself with the 
feeling references made by the Leader ot the House to the late Sri Mohiui 
Mohan Barman, Sir Akbur Hydari and the other gentleman. It is a sad 
irony of fate that the blow t<> Sri Mohini Mohan Barman came from one 
who was reared up bv the lute Sri Barman with the fond care and affection 
of a father from his very boyhood. Sri Barman joined the Ministry on the 
advent of freedom and took a very keen interest ill the efficient discharge 
of the duties entrusted to him. The House has lost in him an earnest and 
dependable member and the country a very earnest worker. His amiable 
temperament and .straightforwardness endeared him to all who came in 
contact with him. A life-long sufferer to the country's cause and a devout 
Congress worker, the country will feel his want for long. On behalf of my 
colleagues and myself I convey my heartfelt condolence to the bereaved 
families. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Ladies and gentlemen, I wholeheartedly associate 
myself with what has been said about the Hon’ble Mr. Mohini Mohan 
Barman, Sir Aklmr Hydari and Mr. Brelvi by the Hon’ble Premier and 
by the other members of this House. It is really a tragedy that a man 
of the amiability and sweetness of temperament fike that of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Mohini Mohan Barman should meet with such a tragic death. I was 
Out of Calcutta when I heard the news and it was a very unbelievable news 
that a man like him should meet wtth such fate, but that has happened and 
we are to console ourselves with the situation as it is. 

With regard to Sir Akbar Hydari, I associate mysstf with the aanti- 
ments expressed bv the House, I had occasion to meet him about six 
vmtha back at Shillong, I found him a very, very amiable and cordial 
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gentleman. In spite of the change in the country’s position from 
dependence to independence, he, being a member of the bureaucracy, 
identified himself with the interests of the country in the changed 
circumstances and was deemed fit to continue as the head of the province 
which is a very important province under the present circumstances. 

I also associate myself with the sentiments expressed about Mr. Brelvi. 
He was a fighter in the national cause throughout his life and the country 
is poorer by his death. 

I believe, ladies and gentlemen, that it is your desire that I should 
convey the condolences of this House to the members of the bereaved 
families and I request you to signify your assent by standing for a minute. 

(Members then rose in their seats.) 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, please take \our seats. 

Secretary will act accordingly. 

According to the convention of our House, I believe it is the desire of 
tlu* House that in menioiv of the Hon'hle Sri Mohini Mohan Harman, who 
was a sitting member ot the House, tins House will stand adjourned till 
tomorrow, 4 p.m. 


Adjournment. 

Tin* House was accordingly adjourned at 4-10 p.m. till 4 p.m. on 
Tuesday, the 18th January, 1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935, as 
adapted* 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 
18th January, 1949, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon' hi e Sri Isvvah Das Jalan) in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 57 Members. 

Panel of Chairmen. 

Mf. SPEAKER: In accordance with the provisions of rule 6 of the 
West Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules, I nominate the 
following members of the Assembly to form a panel of four Chairmen for 
the ensuing session: — 

(1) Sri J. C. Gupta, 

(2) Janab A. F. M. Abdur Rahman, 

(*)) Sri Iiadha Nath Das, and 

(4) Mrs. E. M. Ricketts. 

Unless otherwise arranged, the senior member among them present in 
the above order will preside over the deliberations of this Assembly in my 
absence and in the absence of the Deputy Speaker. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Protection of Cattle. 

•1. «ri PRAMATHA NATH BANDOPADHAYA: (a) Is the Dou ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture (Veterinary) Department aware that 
ft large number of serviceable cattle is slaughtered for food purposes every 
year? 

(b) Tf so, is the ITon’ble Minister considering the desirability of taking 
steps for protection of cattle by means of legislation? 

MINI8TER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
VETERINARY (the Hon’ble 8ri Jadabendra Nath Panja): (a) Yes. 
A fairly large number of up-country milch cattle brought to Calcutta is 
slaughtered for consumption when they go dry. The slaughter of useful 
cattle in other parts of the Province is small. 

(b) There is at present no restriction against the slaughter of serviceable 
cattle for food prurjKises in this l*rovince. Some time hack the Government 
of India set up a committee of officials and non-officials to examine the 
question of preservation of cattle resources of the country. The committee 
is reported to have completed its deliberations ; and its report, which will 
be received through the Government of India, is awaitea. 

Sri PRAMATHA NATH BANDOPADHAYA: rttm* fv— 

ewi *nr vwVfeire sew* irm «nrr c* w 

vrvn ? 

Thi Hon’blt Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA: m fknv fV| n mx* 

» to 4>ro Government of India! vtf cTO firitl cTO TO C! ftftv fro n c*w i 
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•ri PRAMATHA NATH • ANDOPADH AY A I eMfr litalU ffmvm 

Cl ¥NfCTl lUllCld 4* Cl Cattle TOR dfrl flUlCH W*T ^fwi 4¥*1 tflfl 

¥H Sfor 

The Hon’ble Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA: TOtfa— Govern- 

ment of India? dr* far^nE cTO TO imi 4 *fci fa nr wttoi i 

•ri PRAMATHA NATH BANDOPADHAYA: Government of Indiaf ifi 

fac’HS firs cift n, stsra oft w fa sn, imn ci nc« nv ¥tf» 

fimt 

The Hon’ble Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA: cfl ci^ ici in in 

¥fir n i 

Sri CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI: ^rrm fa Govern- 
ment of India ifi $c*h <?? ci dT?'i7i n in f5r* to m, nm 4* * » ci*t 

ci jm ^ cmi tof 4*re c’nfai fa«md? <r;?7 can fa ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a hypothetical question. 

8 ri KANAI LAL DE: im^m Tifarm <?rTOa fa — ws 119 m tnr 

The Hon’ble Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA: I want notice. 

Street balls of Calcutta. 

•2. Sri PRAMATHA NATH BANDOPADHAYA: (, 1 ) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture ( Veterinury ) Department aware that 
many serviceable bulls are found roaming about the streets of Calcutta? 

ib) If so, is the TIon’ble Minister considering the desirability of utilising 
them in mufassil areas where they are too few in number? 

Tho Hon’ble Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA: (a) Some serviceable 

bulls are found roaming about the streets of Calcutta. Hut these cannot 
}** removed from the cit> without wounding the religious feelings of the 
Miirwurirf the Hindu and the Muslim communities, which may ultimately 
lead to some trouble. Government had to exjierieiice considerable dilfieulty 
during the last war when some 400 roaming bulls of Calcutta had to tie 
removed from the streets to the Pinjrapoles. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Sri PRAMATHA NATH BANDOPADHAYA: iftmi f«rm fa— 

w t^ r trTOT tfrsTf lira Stud-bulls fa *if*iw t m inn whir? tfemm 
ITS *na fa? 

The Hon’ble tri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA: I want notice. 

Sri KANAI LAL DE: iR-ft* ifosra vRtt*ra fa 4«* mer xm ti Stud- 

bulls faRTO C¥t=i toti Agricultural Departmont4 fail ? 

The Hon’ble Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA: m imi wtcei ee<- 

ci*fc BuU fro tf rare emus fa| faf supply to* i 

•ri KANAI LAL DE: iRsfa tftwn err*? fa c? 4*irai cw»n wfa? wii 
cro wtun wfa Stud-bull dt r 

TIM Hon’bl. tri JADASENDRA NATH PANJA: jrorr cvxtra (V» fV* 
Stud-bull cron 1 * * 

tri KANAI LAL DE: rrrfn «tc=R (V c m bull erw toItt wi 

TO ftCTU 
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The Hon’bte Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA: «n, mra arm a#i 

Sri PRAMATHA MATH BAHDOPADHAYA: rare** ^WSt 

'*"* m nn-m «wft im ; fta fcft era* ft CT awsra m n 
mi 4$ w*v bull mi vzw *n ? 

The Hon’ble Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA: It is a matter 0 

opinion, in aftvtn Ultima cu eptft raw ran i 

Sri PRAMATHA NATH BAHDOPADHAYA: CT m Bull m, «, **, 

OTCM mm «flt» Injection fra n srStre «cran * CT 55-151 vStraim raTra* ft • 

The Hon’ble 8ri JADABENORA NATH PANJA: =ni 

Sh CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI : Stud-buli ton *n era m ™ 

V^" ^ r ,roce8S ^ftrruTT— Artificial insemination, cafe ran 

aJhtran eras itm ft? T 

Th. Hon’ble Sri JADABENDRA HATH PANJA : lb, ft, „ nn, i 
Sri CHABU CHANDRA BHANDARI, <* , m ^riri ™ 

*T^r ; (VT T*f T 


The Hon’ble Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA: 

ft| ftj rar nra 1 41 cvfl ra <«** *ra ftj srrT 1 


^ ’Turfs' — 


Mio*".fT,? T pl!*u„ ! In < riiHi,.,Ti!" hv 

&xz!zz fcwgcr «• '«“* a »»oo.j 

The Hon’ble Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA: 

OTG«tt dv rj Police forco use t?tt 5 rofspr i 


the Hon’ Me 
met hy the 


remove w?rs wn 




The Hon’ble 8ri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA: 


No. 


xr . ® r * dYOTI 8A8U : Since the answer is “No” will it 

Minister he pleased to approach the heads of thes#» V^lirri H°n ble 

in order io remove the hulls from the of (STlcutteT COmmUnltle » 

matte* H ° nb " 8ri JADABENDRA NATH PA N4A: I shall consider the 


Nayantukh Afsar Ali Fishermen Cooperative Society, 

•S. 8ri Kuberehantf Haider: ( a \ Will the Hon'Me , 

Of the Fisheries Department be pleased to state whether S . ^ 

(i) that the fishermen of Nayansukh Afsar Ali Fishermen Cooperative 
Society are not getting yem, coal tar and Ttcm : and 

(it) that the fishermen of that society have sent a petition to him far it? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affinnative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleated to state what steps he has taken in the matter P w 
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MINISTER in oherge of the FOREST Mtf FltHERIEt DEPART 
MINT (the Hon’ble Sri Hem Chandra Nasfcar): («)(*) rfftffbf ft# fits 

nre«r f*rcrf*at i 

(U) m 

(ft) wffnfcw mto ^ Ww ^rScnk bo«rtfa «nm cnrcr 
to* vrc w %o«rrft srnr fafa 5 $otu for st^st **rret3 qm'buflftwc* 
Hfvfw* wmvs< sow *fsre ftw'n ressr tguicv i 

Sri SHYAMAPAOA BHATTACHARYYA: set*, fV-Mt 

^j5i c*r< 3 itf sjrt wfa w$*rfa >pra tpvrw* — zr< fa 5 wrim m jto? fa r 

The Hon’ble Sri HEM CHANDRA NA 8 KAR: 4 * w decontrolhxi 

*tt fanrfipT 1 quota Civil Supply m comfort* 1 wf«i <Tffc 

quota fafa^j ’TR faf^nrj? c'icvfa a rt s otr^ fafa fatifa 1 

Sri SHYAMAPAOA BHATTACHARYYA: $rctr* c*rc wrsrotefti cwxjn xnti 
far 

The Hon’ble Sri HEM CHANDRA N ASKAR: jfc decontrolled Mn t 
*tm fax* »nnr tits ffaj fac^ i fa-* ^rnffa w ntirt^ imr fa 1 


Nomintted buyers for procurement of cloth from outside West Bengal* 


4« Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: \\ ill the Uonble Munster in charge 
of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(а) whether handling agents have been aj>]»ointe<i by Government for 

procurement ol cloth from producing centres outside West Bengal 
since 1948 ; 

(б) if so, the names and previous experience, if any, of them ; 

(c) whether Government had issued a recommendation letter in favour 

of a wholesale dealer to the Textile Commissioner, Horn bay, for 
granting him a Movement Permit to move 1,500 bales of cloth 
from Bombay to Calcutta; 

(d) if so — 


(t) his name, and 

(it) the reason for issuing such a letter ; 


(e) whether handling agents appointed by Government for procurement 
of cloth from outside the Province have been sidling cloth at a 
rate much higher than what has been prescribed by Government* 
(/) the meaning of *W hoc prices” as mentioned in sub-clause M of 
the order No Tex/ 112ft, dated the 2(Hh August, 1948, i«med l.y 
the Director of Textiles, West Bengal; and ^ 

(g) whether he » aware that it ha. not been powible for wholesaler. 

* to determine the ad hoc prices of different varieties of doth 
lying with them ? 


^*- CIVIL l U *fiH E f OKFRBTIIIENT (the 

hn^!fa!d SThSdSTSS? ey are “ Ued nomin ‘ t « d 
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Since the reimposition of Textile Control five nominated buyer, have 
been functioning. 

(b) Name. Previous experience. 

(1) Messrs. 0. I>. Iianerjee & Co. ... Had worked as authorised dealers for 

procurement of cloth stocks in 1945. 

(2) Messrs. Janak, Ltd. Owners of a cotton mill in Viramgan, 

" Ahmedabad area, with established 

trade connection in Bombay and 
Ahmedabad. 

(3) Messrs. Mohadeo Ranikumar ... Long experience in the cloth trade 

with established ; business connec- 
tions at Bombay and Ahmedabad. 

(4) Messrs. Rainkumar Shewchand- Owners of a group of mills in Bombay 

rai. area and have long experience in 

the cloth trade with established 
trade connection at Bombay. 

(b) Messrs. B. C. Nawn & Bros. ... Over 70 years’ experience in the cloth 

trade. Had been one of the 
Authorised Dealers for procurement 
of cloth in 1945. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) (i) Messrs. Rainkumax Shewchandrai. 

(li) The firm had agreed to sell cloth at a moderate margin of profit at 
the time when black-marketing and profiteering in cloth were rampant in 
the Province. 

(*) No. 

(/) By li od hoc prices” are meant the prices fixed by the Textile Commis- 
sioner in his circular No. TCSI/OYC-CP, dated the 3rd August, 1948. 
(The date of the Director of Textiles’ order is 25th August and not 20th 
August, 1948.) 

(g) No, except in one case where a wholesaler made a specific enquiry 
about <id hoc prices of different varieties of cloth lying with him. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the important principles which underlay the appointment of these 
nominated agents, particularly in fixing their number at five? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA 8EN* When these nominated 
agents were appointed there was de-control of cloth and from the 12th of 
April all imports of cloth from the producing centres to West Bengal were 
stopped by the orders of the Government of India. In June we appointed 
these five dealers. Subsequently control was imposed and now we have a 
larger number of nominated buyers, I think N is some 26. 

Sri BIMAL OOMAR^CHOSE: Mv question has not been answered. I 
asked the principles which underlie tne appointment of these nominated 
agents and of restricting the number to five. 

The Hon'ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: At that time when 

there was de-control we were allowed to import onlv 2,000 bales of cloth 
from Bombay and Ahmedabad npd we thought it sufficient to appoint only 
five. 

Jamb MD« KHUDA BUKH8H: The Hon’ble Minister just now stated 
that the number has since increased to 26. Will he be pleased to give us 
the names o! the newly nominated buying agents f 
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n» Non'bla *ri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: At tie present amen t 

26 persons are acting as nominated buyers y vii.— 

(1) Borina. 

(2) Inter-Provincial Textiles. 

(3) National Textiles. 

(4) P. Ghosh (India), Ltd. 

(5) Nilambar Keshab Lai Rasik Lai Bishayee. 

(6) Janak, Limited. 

(7) G. D. Banerjee & Co. 

(8) Hooghly Trust, Ltd. 

(9) Fakirchand Nundy Jitendra Nath Nundy. 

(10) Nepal Chandra Dutta. 

(11) Mahadeo Sinha Roy & Co. 

(12) West Bengal Provincial Co-operative and Industrial Society, Ltd. 

(13) B, N. Biswas & Co. 

(14) Ganeshdas Baijnatk. 

(15) Kolyan Syndicate. 

(16) Mahadeo Ramkumar. 

(17) Deviprosad Anand Kumar. 

(18) Giridharilal Ramnarain. 

(J9) Ramkumar Shewchandray. 

(20) B. C. Nawn & Bros., Ltd. 

(21 ) Associated Agency. 

(22) S. Kumar & Co. 

(23) Textiles Agency. 

(24) G. Khan & Co. 

(25) Atta Textiles. 

(26) B. Murarka. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister ho pleased 
to state, with reference to the answer given u moment ago, if these 
nominated agents brought only 2,000 bales of cloth from Bombay? 

The Hon'ble Sri PRAFULLA OHANDRA SEN: Yes, up to the date 
when control was reimposed they were allowed to bring only 2,000 bale# 
of cloth fmm Bombay and Ahmedabad. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE* With reference to answer (d)(ii) will 
the Hon’bie Minister be pleased to state if the same offer at which "this inn 
had agreed to sell cloth was made to other firms. 

The Hofl’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANORA SEN: Applications were 
invited and so far as I remember we received some 500 applications. A 
Committee was formed to select the agents from among the applicants and 
the Selection Committee selected this firm. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pieced 
to state if he is aware that the licence of this particular firm was cancelled 
in Bombay for anti-social activities? 

Tbs Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA OHANDRA SEN I I am not aware at it. 

Janata MO. KHUOA BUKHtH: Will the Hon’ble Minister be PjetetA 
to state if it is his intention to increase the number of these nomine tea 
buyers? 

S 
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The Hoff'ble Iri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: At the present moment 

I have no intention to increase the number. 

9HAIK MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if, in view of the fact' that there is a very inadequate number of the 
minorit> community represented in this list, he will consider the desirability 
of adding to the existing number of the minority community in the list? 

The Hon'ble 8ri PRAFULLA CHANDRA 8EN: I do not think there 
is any question of any community here. 

8ri ilYOTI BA8US Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state, with 
regard to the other agents who have just been named bv him, besides these 
five, whether they have all had previous experience to deal in cloth? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA 8EN: Most of them have 
had. 

Sri JYOTI BA8U: Particularly with regard to two which I remember, 
viz., Nepal Dutta and Hooghly Trust, may I know from the Hon ble Minister 
whether they had experience of dealing in cloth? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA 8EN: I want notice. 

8ri dYOTI BA8U: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that Nepal Dutta 
has been connected with a bank which has gone into liquidation? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: I am not aware of it. 

Sri PRAMATHA NATH BANDOPADHAYA: vm-Tto fa- 

«rtrw fV nt'to wi ? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: mm$, status faf 

*rt<wi ^ vnw cvci cn Power-loom r? 4**3 control 

traft i 

Janab ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI : Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly 
tell us if this (i. Khan & Co. is a Christian firm? 

The Hon'ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA 8EN: So far as I know they 
are neither Christian nor Muslim. Although it looks like that G. Khan 
is a Hindu firm. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if no applications were received from any other community than 
Hindus? 

The Hon'ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: I cannot say whether 
any other community applied; I will have to look up the papers. 

Janab ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Will he inform the House 
tomorrow' or the day after making enquiry whether any application has been 
received from merchants belonging to any groups other than those contained 
in the list? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: 1 want notice. 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the selection has been made on the basis of experience or 
influence or 

TIM Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROYS Trustworthiness? 
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Thi HotPhle Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN! Trustworthiness. 

Srf dYOTI BA8U: Will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state the 
names of the persons who were appointed to this Committee which selected 
these firms ? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA 8EN: A Cabinet Sub- 
Committee was appointed. 

Sri dYOTI BASU* I ask tor the names. 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: 1 cannot disclose the 

^ names. 

Sheik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state whether the applications of these firms were appended by any 
recommendation from any influential Congressmen P 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: No, there was no 
recommendation. 

Janab ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Is there any rule for keeping the 
numes of the Cabinet Sub-Committee secret P 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: As this is a Cabinet 
Sub-Committee, 1 cannot disclose the names. 

Sri PRAMATHA NATH BANDOPADHAYA: alt am* fpnrt wee 

4 f¥ mill made cloth frarte ’tl'Qtri i 

Mr. 8PEAKER: This question has got nothing to do with the present 
question. 


Allotment of stool. 

*5. Sri BIMAL COMAR CH08E: Will the Hon ’We Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department lx* pleased to stale — 

(а) the amount oi steel allotted between January and August, 1948, 

directly to associations of manufacturers, stating the names of 
such associations and the number of their members; 

(б) the opening balance of steel on January 1, 1948; 

(c) the total allotment of steel received by Government between January 

and August, 1948; and 

( d ) whether he considers it desirable to transfer to the Industries Depart- 

ment the distribution of steel and other industrial raw materials 
to industrial users onlyP 

The HOfl’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: (a) A statement in 
laid on the Table. 

(6) 6,000 tons in Calcutta. District figures are not readily available. 

(c) 18,246 tons. The figures taken on the basis of allotment (up to 
period III and 1948) do not show actual receipt. 

(d) No, In the interest of economy as well as efficiency the administra- 
tion of all controls should be concentrated as far as possible in a single 

f Government Department. 

In practice we generally act on the recommendations of the Director of 
Industries in all cases relating tcrindustries. 
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Statement referred to in clime («) of itarred question No. 6. 


Names of associations. 

Quantity 

allotted. 

According to 
old list 
numbering of 
their members. 



Tons. 


1 . 

Bucket Manufacturers 

1,838 

155 

2. 

Calcutta Ridging Manufacturers 

60 

8 

3. 

Howrah Steel Trunk Manufacturers 

100 

38 

4. 

Steel and Tin Trunk Manufacturers 

20 

62 

5. 

Indian Tin, Can and Sheet Containers’ 
Association. 

15 

39 

6. 

Bolts and Nuts Producers’ Association 

200 

25 

7. 

Bengal Sheet Metal Manufacturers’ 
Association. 

72 

14 

8 . 

Bengal Oil Mills' Association 

15 

34 

9. 

Howrah Steel Industries’ Association 

120 

50 



2,440 



Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 

to state again the main principles which underlay the distribution of steel 

to manufacturers’ associations? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA 8EN: In West Bengal we 
have as many as 3,400 and odd small manufacturers. Of them the most 
important are the bucket manufacturers who number about 300. So they 
have been given a larger quota than other small fabricators. Then come 
other industries as recommended by the Director of Industries. 

8ri BIMAL COMAR CH08E: Would it be correct for me to presume 
from the answer just given by the Hon’ble Minister that the distribution 
has been on the basis of numbers that each association possesses? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: No, not exactly. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: That is why 1 enquired of the Hon’ble 

Minister as to the main principle which underlay the distribution of steel 

to those associations? 

The Hon’ble 8ri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: The only principle 
is the distribution in accordance with the importance of the industries 
concerned ? 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the nature or the character of the importance of the first group of 
associations for giving them such a disproportionately large amount of steel ? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: Because, as I have 
informed the honourable member, the Bucket Manufacturers’ Association 
caters for other provinces also, namely, Assam, Orissa, Bihar, United 
Provinces and other plaoes. 

•H BIMAL OOMAN CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that such associations as Steel and Tin Trunk 
Manufacturers’ Association and the Bolts and Nuts Producers’ Association 
also possess the same importance and qualification ? * 

Tho Hon’blft Sri PRAFULLA tftftHMA BBtli No, i do not Hank to. 



QOTHYKm 
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M tlMAL MUM CHOBE: With refemm to aimer <i). wiU the 
Hom’ble Minister be pleated to state whether it will not be advisable, m 
suggested in the question, to hand over the distribution of steel for 
industrial purposes to the Industries Department inasmuch as the Civil 
Supplies Department, ae it would appear, has to depend on the Industries 
Department for all information for such distribution and thereby involves 
duplication of work? 

The Hon’ble »ri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SENS The answer to this 
question has been given in («#), namely, in tbe interest of eoonomy as wall 
ae efficiency the administration of all oontrol# should be ooqoeutratqd as 
far as possible ip a single Government department. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOBE: In view of this answer, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to consider as to whether the question of distribution 
of these items like steel and other things for industrial purposes could not 
be concentrated in one department, namely, the Industries Department? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA BEN I No, I do not think so. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOBE: Will the Hon hie Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that the industries concerned have experienced great 
difficulty in the matter of obtaining such items because of the fact that 
distribution has been entrusted to a department which has no requisite 
information for such distribution? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA BEN: They find no difficulty. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to take it from one who has experience of the working of some of the 
industries that that difficulty has arisen and I should also enquire of the 
tlon’ldc Minister it he i> aware that the department has not as yet evolved 
any principle tor distribution but that the distribution is done on an ad hoc 
basis ? 

The Hon’ble 8ri PRAFULLA CHANDRA 8ENl Tbe difficulty I am 
iware of is that there is paucity of material. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOBE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
sveu with the paucity of material to which he refers, even that scarce 
material that Government have is being distributed without having 
adequate information in the department? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA 8EN: It is being equitably 
listributed according to the needs of the different industries. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CH08E: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that so 
far as industries are concerned, the fact that distribution has been left to 
ffie Civil Supplies Department as a result of which two inspectorates have 
x> be established in the Civil Supplies and in the Industries Department#, 
mvolves extra expenditure to Government? 

Tho Hon’ble 8ri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN} No. They act in 
sollaboration. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that two 
separate inspectorate staffs are in fact in existence maintained by the two 
lepartments ? 

Tho HoB'bta Sri PRAFULLA OHANDRA BEN: Tho inspectorates of 

he Industries and the Civil Supplies Departments act in collaboration &$4 
herefore the question of extra expenditure does not arise. 
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Sri flIIAL COMAR CHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the 1 
do not act in collaboration but each has to depend on the report of its owi 
inspectorate staff ? 


The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: So far as the smal 

manufacturers are concerned, the report of the Industries Department 
inspectorate is taken as the proper recommendation. 


Communal dMinfeana on 26th February, 1948, at NarikaWanga Main Rond, 

* r ' RANAI LAL DE: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home Department be pleased to state *<k>T cygTrfg STfSW stn if- ^ 

pr ntn? nrwtntJTO— 


(o) ft*® 

( 6 ) 

(c) BlfoRRCYTM S?T E t t f lCI ; 

(d) RnosTTW ^T5*T fa; 

(<) s*ro nStm afiniHUin shttpit fa g rfgr ; 

if) hiJtireJR PtWWlSl SfRT rtt® 

(g) d Hrnrtsri? fjp 

ih) sxwsti, h*{>$ inxT fa ^r ; 

(») *<«i4 T<feic«Rt STsaro M-a"l*wm shJhiucr qfamcM fa? 


./Kr" s ";;i‘„v, l : DHAH 1 r NDRA roy <,n «-*• 

(h) Seventeen. 

(c) Four. 

e Jhe police arrived within 5 minutes of the outbreak of the riot 
(/) 500 yards. 

lockets are not ordinarily posted there except on 
aCeh<mHi<rrnlm. e bl / "' ,U in,me r“ on > eir ? In the absence oi any 

owuwnce f ° Urme ' fortc WKS I" 3 * 11 ' 1 t»»w at the time of the 


the^LStK^fei nim ' He SH *>»“*• - der 

8ri KANAI LAL DE: ft cn wts: ;.o «m cwpt 


Hon ’ b,e Dr - BIDHAH CHANDRA ROY: *5 «n *r, *nf* 

•m ftcsft*! ; <sw «t* 4tw* fitnfpt, 4<ti *nfi , 

_ * r L KAMAI LAL DE ! ft C* *nft fVfhr flft fan Wtft 

2 r ' 1™*™ w «*•«• *** ™ am 

ftni ,,r " m rw * 1 w* aw: j ft fift* ^ ^ ^ r 

Dr ' 8,DHAN oham DRA ROY: 

TO WTfff ^tt|| 
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iri KAMA! LAL DC: aMhi ^ to fro ft cro wW* 

ffevp e fTffipR arm crossings nfmr posted mot, or* ima micw art <& wmr ^ftP 
posted **1*3? fm at? 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: own em I w 

art »sm ?ft 4 t w?m? rs, 51 rn^rs tr? i 

tri KANAI LAL DE: rnfti aftaim marc fm mtieaeiei me afar am mt* 
•fan marcn*(o anra? ma met jsm arfcwm arma* ^ftr? ?tm mreti ? 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8IDHAN CHANDRA ROY: m, mfa mfo mi 

Sri KANAI LAL DE: arc*!? mfiatarr? mam f% <t mum a^y(i, 001 o pick- 
pocket cmzww) vrt ? a rt wm <& mar? Bridge? >smt? ^ftm ?tm mfoimw wm tfartwJti i 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8IDHAN CHANDRA ROY: aft rnifat ?ar TOftrt mw 

§¥? faarc i mm? mm art ai emta mar? ?w(i met i 

Sri KANAI LAL DE: rnmfr? aitaam mrcirc mar armaa f* armor 4TCa t 1 !* 
met fVai r 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: msfi, c*iw or? i 

Seizure of firearms in the district of 24-Parganas. 

•7. Mr, JA8IMUDDIN AHMED: («) Will the lion’ hie Minister in 
charge of the Home Department Ik* pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
guns and firearms were seized from the licensees of 24-Parganun I* 

{h) If the answer to pi) is in the affirmative, will the llon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the reason thereof ; 

(n) the total number of licences held by — 

(A) Muslims, and 

(B) Non-Muslims 

separately in those thanas from where the aforesaid seizure was 
made; and 

(in) the number of guns seized from — 

(A) Muslims, and 

(B) Non-Muslims 
separately in such thanas P 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY (on behalf of the Hon’bie 
Sri Kiran 8ankar Roy): (a) Yes, on 1st March, 1948. 

(6) (i) One or more of the following reasons: — 

(1) Old age and physical disability. 

(2) Insecure storage arrangement. 

(3) Anti-social activities. 

(4) *Bad temper. 

(6) Permitting misuse or abuse of firearms. 

(6) Poverty. 

(7) Activities inimical to the State. 

(n) and (tit) A statement Js laid on the Table. 
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' St a t ement referred to in tub-eloeuet (u) and ( Hi ) of etaaee (h) of tiarred 

question Nq. 7 . 


Name of police-station. 

Total number of lioenoe 

Number of lioenoe 


held by. 



cancelled 

(1) Deganga 

(A) Muslim 

69 

(A) 

51 


(B) Non-Muslim . . 

31 

<B) 

6 


Total 

m 


"sr 





— 

(2) Habra 

(A) Muslim 

76 

(A) 

44 


(B) Non-Muslim . . 

95 

(B) 

5 


Total 

171 


~49 

(3) Bongaon 

(A) Muslim 

63 

(A) 

57 


(B) Non-Muslim . . 

78 

(B) 

1 


Total 

141 


58 

(4) Gaighata 

(A) Muslim 

22 

(A) 

9 


(B) Non-Muslim . . 

28 

(B) 

0 


Total 

50 


0 

(5) Canning 

(A) Muslim 

119 

(A) 

19 


(B) Non-Muslim . . 

182 

(B) 

1 


Total 

301 


20 

(6) Haanabad 

(A) Muslim 

52 

(A) 

39 


(B) Non-Muslim . . 

128 

(B) 

3 


Total 

180 


42 

(7) Bad aria 

(A) Muslim 

48 

(A) 

46 


(B) Non-Mualim . . 

50 

(B) 

4 


Total 

98 


50 





— 

(8) Sarupnagar 

(A) Muslijn 

41 

(A) 

36 


(B) Non-Muslim . . 

21 

(B) 

4 


Total 

62 


40 



qmtnam 


it 


Vm*oi poifc**a*«»n. 


Total n—itw of Ifeiiw 
iteM by. 


Numb* ef HooQoe 
oaaotlM. 


(8) Haros 

. . (A) Muslim 

68 

(A) .. 

61 


(B) Non-Muslim 

65 

(B) .. 

1 


Total 

123 



(10) Sandeshkbali 

(A) Muslim 

*2 

(A) .. 

to 


(B) Non-Muslim 

87 

(B) .. 

0 


Total 

uST 


tst 

(11) Bssirbat 

(A) Muslim 

78 

(A) .. 

67 


(B) Non-Muslim . . 

166 

(B) .. 

4 


Total 

243 


71 


Grand Total 

1,578 


457 


Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he has figured out that about bo jhm* cent, of the guns belonging 
to the Muslims* ami only d per cent, of the gum» ol the Hindus have heeu 
seized ? 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: All the figures are there. 
I have not calculated the percentage. I think Mr. lvhuda Jiukhsh might 
do so. 

Janab Md. KHUDA BUKH8H: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state if he has got in his possession the detailed report of the oiiicers 
concerned and will he be pleased to tell 11 s exactly how many guns were 
seized under each head (1), (2). (d), (4), ( 0 ), (hi and <7>? 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: 1 am afraid not. I have 
no figures. 


Hindu Mahasabha meeting at 8radhananda Park, Caloutta, in Mareh, 1948. 

•8. Janab MU D A 88 1 R H088AIN: (a) Will the Ilon’hle Minister in 
charge of the Home Department t>e pleased to state whether he is aware — 

(t) that there was a meeting of Hindu Mahasabha at Sradhananda Park 
in March, 1948, to condole the death of Dr. Moonje ; and 

(it) that communal passion was incited in that meeting by calling for 
enrolment of volunteers — 

(A) for establishment of Hindu Raj in Akhand Hindusthan, and 

(B) for Provisional Free Government of East Bengal established in 
’ West Bengal for invasion of East Bengal, which apfieared in 

the daily Azad published in March, 1948? 




the desirability of taking imm e d iate step* to stop the spread of communal 

Buamf 
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The Hoit’bJ* Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY (on behaH of the Hobble 
fri Kirin iinkar Roy): (a)(i) Yes, a public meeting was held under the 
auspices of the Bengal Provincial Hindu Mahasabha on 7th March, 1948, to 
condole the death of Dr. Moonje. 

(ii) No. 

( b ) Does not arise. 

i 

Condition of roods in Chinsura town. 

•9. Sri RADHA NATH DAB: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state if it is a fact— 

(i) that roads in Chinsura town are in a state of deterioration; 

(it) that on the roads from Chinsura railway station to the Hooghly 
Court via Sunripara and Kam~.rpara twenty buses of route No. 1, 
fifty buses of route No. 2, 100 cycle-rickshaws and about 1,500 
cycles of railway passengers ply in the peak-hours; 

(Hi) that there is no electric light on the Gandhi Ratta, i.e., the Station 
Road; 

(it?) that the metalled portions of the said roads are so narrow at places 
that two vehicles cannot pass at a time; 

(t?) that unmetalled portions on the two sides of the road are unfit for 
cycling; 

(vi) that Kamarjxara portion of route No. 1 has not l>een repaired for 

last 10 years ; and 

(vti) that there are cases of injury from the stones flying at random when 
buses and motor cars pass along the Kainarpara portion of route 
No. 1 P 

(h) If the answer to <«) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of taking immediate steps — 

(?) for rt'i>nir of the roads with tar leaving no portion untarred on the 
two sides; and 

(ii) for pro\iding electric lights on the Gandhi Rasta? 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: <«)<;) Yes 
(ii) Twenty buses of route No. 1, 30 buses of route No. 2 and about 100 
cycle-rickshaws and 1,500 cycles ply on the roads during peak-hours. 

(tit) and (it*) Yes. 

(t) No; only at some places the unmetalled portions of the road on its 
two sides are unfit for cycling. 

(t *t) No. 

(vii) No such case has been reported. 

(h) The roads in question are vested in the Commissioners of the Hooghly- 
Chinsura Municipality. They are primarily responsible for maintenance 
of the roads and for providing suitable lights on them. 

dftnab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Arising out of the Hon’ble Minister’s 
answer to (h) that “the roads in question are vested in the Commissioners 
of the Hooghly-Chinsura Municipality. They are primarily responsible for 
maintenance of the roads and for providing suitable lights on them , will 
he please tell the House whether he proposes to take any action if the 
Commissioners fail to do their duties properly? 

Tht Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN 6HANDRA ROY: If you want to ask me 
that question, it is practically every municipality including Murshidabad 
which is doing the same thing, but so far as this particular road is concerned, 
I might tell you that the District Magistrate, Hooghly, submitted a 
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proposal for the grant of a aubveniion of Rs. 1,11,424 to be given to th 
municipality for repairs of the roads in question. As we found that th 
municipality had not the capacity to repair the roads quickly, we has 
asked the Works and Buildings ^Department to take up this matter as a 
emergent matter because it happens to be the path of the main trunk road 

Jftftab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Will the Hon’ble Minister be please 
to tell us whether he would be prepared to extend this facility to the othl 
municipalities if they were to prove that they were in similar need and tji 
roads in question were also similarly important? 

The HOfl’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROYt 1 am perfectly agieeabl 
to do so if the honourable member will tell us where to find the funds fros 
in order to give subventions to all the municipalities in Bengal. 


Canges Barrage Project. 

MO. Maharaja ORIS CHANDRA NANDY of GoeeMbazan (a) Wil 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Irrigation and Waterways Departmen 
be pleased to state whether Government have any scheme known as tin 
Ganges Barrage Scheme? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mini»te: 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the total estimated cost of the Ganges Barrage Scheme including th 
cost of railway and road bridges ; 

(u) when the actual construction is going to 1 h? takeu up; 

(tit) whether the entire cost will Ik 1 borne by Government of India; and 

(ir) if not, what jiortion will l>c borne by the Provincial Government 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister Ik* pleased to furnish a time-table sbowini 
the work expected to 1* takeu up each year till the Barrage Scheme i 
completed ? 

MINI8TER in charge of the IRRIGATION and WATERWAYI 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 8ri Bhupati Majumdar): an to \r) Investi 
gations for the preparation of a Ganges Barrage Project have been under 
taken at an estimated cost of It*.12 0(i lakhs which the Government of Indii 
have been asked to meet iu its entirety. Until the investigation which i 
likely to take two years is completed, other intormutions wanted by tin 
honourable member cannot be furnished. 

;wR*r< to? 5wrr etR^TTfa* i*,oi,ooo N &t?t 

« ssmfo srca? to ctsra i croft? m?«i?c* at <iw-« sr 
«r^?r to «rt?rrei «ifw»TO r to •rVs m<w*l? srht «trri 

TORT C? W SIR tjfTOCM, 3T5TR? 53? RS?T 5TO? ?? I] 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CH08E : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleunec 
to tell us if the Government have agreed to pay the amount asked for? 

The Hon'ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROYS They have not ye 
finally decided. 


Damodar Canal. 

Ml. Sri ANNADAPRA8AD MANDAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Miniate] 
in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleaaed to state fa ffa 

(6) Set s*. stst i sr fro*?r c? *rro srfsrro sr nr* *r totoi 
TOST? MTOHWI WlWiH Rc^rr TOR f*? BH^n WTO RT *OfTOI 
TOT RHrt «f«l« TO f*C3TO fa? 
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(e) fr emtr erraR W, a«PW 

tirin’ *rfpitr to to % to^nc retro «rft ??? *T*w <W s rot? 8*ra 

*?t 'mtmxi ^ 

(d) wpto mfare, from wv ifwr wro ronjg g^*fa 
<fcs(rw« to* wrt ipto curt $*ra^ w^r *m etwiiTO W? fawp«u 

TORf¥? 

The Hon’bla 8ri BHUPATI MAJUMDAR : (a) STOUTO ?T; OR CVR CVTC 

srcnre wstfre y to* <r to? arytfre <Wnro to* *m*m POTn? 

tort a* Wc *? fa*$ ror faro* tot to ?r t 

(6) tore fJRlto 3TT q^CTto 5R53 W«5T **$? TOI TO* falfaS 
r*«iim *fcfw a* «t^ to *ro* *tre?r to i 

(«) TO 8RT SCTOR? *f®f?» TORE*? a* X?4TO TOT to TOl CR 
■rorfw aJ'C’iio to«t rera rere tor afro a* aftor toi tow? *fo 
tost unrest ^ top tot tot 

(d) hkhi'i.a ®tf?ro*HT *t^ *tr fiito tor rer? *?r ?r$re *cr i 

J«n*b MO. KHUDA BUKH8H : tosS. ^TtWtir W’R C*T 5T*J 

Canal rev su i Canal rr fa «< compensation CTO «rtr* ? 

The Honble Sri BHUPATI MAJUMDAR: c*r* tm crt—Sftt c*jt 

$*mf i 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H : Canal =r rtrtvTa: acre ^ 

ewi re r 

The Hon’ble 8ri BHUPATI MAJUMDAR: It does not arise. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H* It does. Mr. Speaker, Sir, I asked 
the lion hie Minister to state what was the usual canal rate per acre or per 
bigha. The J1 on hie Minister replies that it does not arise. Will you 
please tell us whether it does or it does not arise? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think it arises. It is for the Hon’ble Minister to 
reply. 

The Hon’ble Sri BHUPATI MAJUMDAR: I ask for notice. 

(When Starred Question No. 1 2 was called.) 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: This Question 
may please he held over till the Hon’ble Minister’s return from Delhi. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answer* to which were laid on the table) 

Preservation of cowdung manure. 

1. Sri ANNADAPRASAD MANDAL: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state — 

faft f% ca— 

d) m m ms **r« *raWt Etrc mfw* m mm 

TOW; 



i m.) 


QTTEWKW& 


(H) v * mm wits mn m n wir* wtt *ir *rt*n*; a 3 

(tit) cWilPWL-. *WT =tl TOSTR fOT WWlt? vWW, WS! 

*firort? 

(6) WTO tnfw fUCTO SuTWl? WTO *TO^ nTWIW IW * 

*Tfr w wr? w*cr wr fcfa ww w *rs? fa ?r? 

The Hon’ble Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANdAt (a) * » 

(6) m ^>0fcr,^8^ 6 *8* SWW^W nfaWHl^fa? w“ft 

wfMlvi rr^jT « swftsr cwtro wtwt? w wr rtwi 

^TOt WT SuTWt *Tt&? W« «Wl ifWW W 

CMl\f«TO «Si ^faT HJ4W5 STHTO WT 4l?t< STOW CSWTTO W8R S 
«^<WTf?W *lt<W l ai W S^WfaW? <FfaT lit? SITO STTO WTZ 

TO? wl *tt&? w, totIa tojt wr s ra a*?^ cut? reft g rew 
sgsR wri algrre srnwft *tt>? totot? ?^re wr ift? a* skf&t w 
Itc? tW* BuJWRl? BRT WTO ?T *I?T W fWTO WTO *tW1 

High profits made by clottwtoalers and mill-owners' 

7. Sri BASANTLAL MURARKA: (a) Will the Hou’ble Minister i 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department 1 k» pleased to state whether he 
aware that the mill-owners ami cloth-dealers made exorbitant profits afh 
decontrol ? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, whether any steps wei 
taken by the Government to prevent it? 

(c) If not, why? 

The Hon’Me Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA 8EN: (a) Yes. 

(b) The question of textile control was a matter of All-India policy; ar 
the Provincial Government had been bringing to the notice of the Goveri 
ment of India the prevailing situation in the Province with regard to big 
prices of cloth ever since March, 1948. 

( c ) Does not arise. 


Movement Permits for Textile. 

3. Sri BASANTLAL MURARKA: (a) Will the non' ’hie Minister i 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department he pleased to state with referent 
to his broadcast speech on the 17th August, 1948— 

(i) the monthly quota for cotton textiles for each of the seven horde 
districts adjacent to Eastern Pakistan; 

(if) whether 52,994 bales of cotton textiles were moved to the aboi 
seven districts during March, 1948; 

(Hi) whether normal monthly quota of 'oottop textiles for 24-Pargam 
was 1,075 bales; 

( iv ) whether during the same month 28,839$ bales of textiles wei 
moved to 24-Parganas; and 

(t>) whether permits are required for movement of textiles froi 
. Calcutta to the said areas ? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minisb 
be pleased to state the reasons for issuing permits for movement of textifc 
more than the normal quota to the said areas F 

(o) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is awai 
Ant tactile goods am emnggiei from those areas to Ma s tom Pakistan? 
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(d) If 80 , will he be pleased to state whether eny preventive measures 
are talcen at the Permit Office for prevention of such smuggling? 

The Hon'We Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: (a)(i) The monthly 
quotas during the last control of the seven border districts were as follows : — 


(1) 24-Pnrganas ... ... 1,075 

(2) Nadia ... ... 316 

(3) Murshidabad ... ... ... 606 

(4) Jalpaiguri ... ... ... 225 

(6) Darjeeling ... ... ... 125 

(6) West Dinajpur ... ... ... 223 

(7) Malda ... ... ... 295 


(ii) Movement Permits for 52,704J bales were issued but Government 
have no exact information as to what quantities were actually moved. 

(in) Yes, up to January, 1948, during the period of the last control. 
(iv) Movement Permits were issued for 28,849J bales but Government 
have no information if tbe entire quantity actually moved. 

(r) Movement of textiles within the Province was free after the 
decontrol of doth in January, 1948, according to the Government of India’s 
policy * But the Provincial Government retained the system of issuing 
Movement Permits with a view to keeping a watch over aetual distribution, 
month l>y month, of textiles in different areas, though permits were issued 
freely on application according to the general |K>lioy. 

(h) After decontrol there was no normal quota for any area nor were 
permits issued on a quota-basis. Movement of textiles within the Province 
was freely allowed on application according to tbe jmlicv of decontrol. 
Permits were issued merely for purposes of collecting information. 

(r) Yes. It was brought to the notice of the Government at the end of 
March, 1948, that smuggling was taking place from 24-Pargnnaa. 

(d) As soon as Government found that permits were issued for movement 
of huge quantities of cloth to the border districts during March, issue of 
Movement Permits to these districts was altogether stopped early in April. 
In fact the retention of the system of issuing formal permits in spite of the 
general policy of free movement within the Province enabled Government 
to stop all movements of cloth to the border districts at once. 

8haik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
foreign-made textile goods are smuggled from Eastern Pakistan to Western 
Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA 8EN; That is for the Govern- 
ment of India; that is not a provincial affair. 

The Old Benares Road. 

4. Mr. JA8IMUDDIH AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Works and Buildings Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether the Benares lioad was proposed to be improved; if so, when; 

and 

(b) whether the concrete slabs for construction of culverts are strewn 

unused in the fields and roadsides; if so, why? 

MINISTER in chargo of tht WORKS and BUILDINGS DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’blt Sri Bintal Chandra Sinha): (a) When the first road 
programme of Bengal was formulated in 1939, the Chanditala-Seatkhaia 
portion of the old Benares Road was proposed to be improved as part of 
tbe Provincial Government’s road plan. Later on, the scheme of national 
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and immneial highways and major and other district roads was formulated 
by the Government of India in consultation with the Provincial Govern* 
rnents. L nder this scheme, the alignment of the national highways has to be 
i i i / rovincial Government with the concurrence of the Government 
tv ii • v lU i TT^ a r s * ,e financial burden. The alignment of the Calcutta* 
Demi National Highway, which runs through this locality, has beeu fixed bv 
the I rovmoial Government to run some way off this ' jwrtion of the olll 
Denares Hoad and consequently the Provincial Government have decided to 
maintain the portion between Chuuditala anu Seakhula of the old Benares 
Koad m a state of good repairs on the basis of existing specification. The 
Rational Highway Scheme in the neighbourhood of this mad here, however 
has been sent to the Government ot India for their approval. Work wiii 
start as soon as possible after the approval of the Government of India 
is obtained. 

(b) The concrete D rings for culverts had been kept near the sites of 
the previously proceed culverts. These could not be used owing to the 
change of the scheme. They will be diverted to other works. 

Funds allotted to different Government officers in the districts for relief 

work. 

ft. Sri ANNADAPR08AD CHOUDHURYs KRHltt I HU 

suhi4c«w f*. v&str nro *etr sn^rnrt OTf*t*r fafsrar 9 

ms nf*w 5tr<«fr wit« to; wro; iron* c*h; ctr: 

Hfl*i*1 wWt? Sm fist? 

The Hon’ble 8ri NIKUNJA BEHARY MAITY : 

TOfTt5T dUfl) Library Tableau $«(* 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Derelict tanks in Chetal subdivision. 

M3. Sri ANMADA PR08AD CHOUDHURYs Will the Ilon'blo 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department he pleased to state— 

1") the present number of derelict tanks in Ghatnl subdivision; 

(b) the number of them that are irrigation tanks nnd can he brought 

ly v ““‘ ^ « <*• 

(c) how many cannot be so done? 

The Hon'blo Sri JADABENDRA HATH PANJAi (a) and (b) N„ 

reliable data are available: hut according to Settlement Records of' Right 
the total number of irrigation tanks in the subdivision is <Ki!f 0 f which 
500 are estimated to be in derelict condition. 

All these tanks can be brought under the Tanka Improvement Act. 

( c ) Does not arise. 


Corruption among Civil Court employ eee. 

•14. 8ri AMMADAPRA8AD MANDAL: fa) Will the Hon'hle 
Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state— 

(q) fgfa fr wro tor ra, wWnm ucw o wntnr aufl? 

aw <«'hr tot? 
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& ararw aw *a swra iPnra foft ftror 4 fWiiW Ff^f tK 
vfaar trim, cntr fa? 

(e) mmm faaa « wira »rrfw a^a m ww fofa aw sm 
ft r acr? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Sri Niharendu Dutt-Mazumdar): ( a ) rr, — 8£* 

WUR-SWtra SWT aWTW 4 lt*Wl«T «TWTa «wTnw« I 

(b) a ftata aR'aat (Sara 5 * 9 TO nwcw aaUH'lTWta* (High Oonrt) 
rtto aawr 1 ^faai TOfsTOt faa'rfac aftcia i cw Sara arasrfta® atrara 
5 TTT 5 aaM^ftrt aja* SWT*! aWT ara "TT, TOa \tV STTOt nl?tq >^*r«l aP 

aTPWT ®(TWI 5 W CHlGl\io a®rr *TT 5 Pt, I 5 WT-® 5 , a 5 ^ 

Hj T a ffaare a^ca/Ts fnw'a wsar afcaica Pt, e'latai taa a^ a*a a'faar* sat 
Astana ariSr tor w <a faaca aftrta «raftro aai m, mm. aa* tjiwr 
aiHiaw* twWl, Sftw, CHiaii, aat acaacfacaa nfac wwiwi iffaar 
aroa nranrr a?t aararfacr srr^afaatraai Pft *m mwrcara fww 
BRTintl cprT-£®raa ftfw arw srasro aftteun i snarcro a^a^rra a* 
HW“ POtSa WS 5 T EtSTCt PI, WTO ?wWtPta TOR PRC 0 TfTO 6 WT PR 
aiftacM ntftsrt? grt amc s a Twww Tror rawr-srro srww cat arfaaraan 
uTRt arra awrt sifroa Tsro faar vinwr a to* aftaa'a iffaar «nmi 

a^*( HNiaam TO HW^\Ta ^f5T?rt, <S0?rtTO<¥ (process-server) 

sr^fo a^ atra faar aar nf^si c% aa^ suiwa apnf&T nifasfaaR aar r4«u* i 
aftaa ara^trola to a^ ^wSi =Ffaar wfaaict aw $a i 

(c) <a* ftaa a«Rs wiim fawERT«rta afaara t 

Sri CHARU CHANDRA IHANDARIt mr*tir item wins ft >nej 
'mptroa \s n% wvz wn <=rtt fa*tr*p tot^rt ^tn? ? pc* pc* eft wi 

*n $1 rr^ *n i & c* \* fVi c^r Ttrwir w irtr^ c>» 4 * 

5T 5 ! »T1 I VSI5. C«1 ^tW^f ^ ^ fm I 

The Hon’ble 8ri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: 

M it *rfa ^‘f nrc-t^ Tnm *?i pc^ i 

Sri CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI: 4* MRrwnr wtm 

tfj wtpr «n 1 ?nfV»n ptw, ^pfir ^nnjn oj *mvs $r etrn^ 1 f%r-m c^tn 
fan 5 ? ’mrcm vrm vmvm fa ? w ^rfnr wz* 1 vt m fare c^m 
nr ?n Jn, ^ m n z*\ W tti — 4$i wtnrir 1 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: ivm w p?, ns 

fam ’ g rg t^ t fa cku ns *1 nr* wttt m wptsp *rr$j •erofn, 

^5tPT pfa 4 nCfCPtP tf’PTP MV*TT Wtm C*TT5ttr ^ P’rt C3Pf ffat» im eft 

’TPUPtf^ rtun ’httor p i? pi m nw zv 4PT wsrra to gsr p[|wtp 

n 3ti pmi wre m 1 

Sri CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI: nr*msn n n * w* , ?m Piffi tjn 
s) pun cwvs to wsifa cpwn 4t <skpi rnwr prm efwvh wlhpm cem 

9NUPP faPI ? Cft] WST* tJTPTW^ 1 ^ 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: ntm fan mntft 
cp ptpti wcire fas cpt ww pyfaNP nft cswte n sn fane fife cPts eft nynm 
cetn smtjfafaptp eics sfan pi 1 
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Sri KAVIAI LAL DE: TOfti ww ^ fr (f wwt arwffl 

^mWWRT <? ftsw *3 «rta{ 3 to overworked Cfft ftfTH wivtft fl 

▼TO yin Tt^l? 

The Hon’bteSri N1HARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: 'Opting out"*! 
to nmsrrs? toj ^ surplus Ticrff to i <*$ 4 * cmr’R «ret? nttv cftc*r to 

57 i 

8 ri KANAI LAL DE: fa w v*:TOf totto* writ 

AoTr^ 4* 4 W5? cft4> o rtffp! *tfn 9i\\v certificate Pra rn 4*; oft fftsflhn 

toi fTfro* cro fays* cftff cwr *r*T TOi, a N fctfi nw c=nr t 

The Hon’blo Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: 4 fwci CTO tfw 

wrirr-r toc^t wr*u fft to i *tf*M ** tl'TO tlf* > nan i 

Sri KANAI LAL DE: practices* nfayr yj fwro «rtrf i mft 

TO^e ftfftTOTO * £ 4faro TOff ffp cf utl t fasTWf 4? 4¥*5| clerked tfUf ft nfertw 
sale certificate f-wcs rm Execution clorkfi flfro* Pen entff fafro ot« eft 
smart fcf*i wnmr to i 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: vs nwrti 4 fti 

faffs tf'l ff i 

Sri KANAI LAL DE: tf*J flk cn *f w* vto to 

=n ; iffi vtrs Sfwrro y* Prs ^c-trfas fi ;n m it* TO'j cffl totti 

vw^f Py^ ffcs to ntc? fa*i to <ftta 3f$tstfa TOf*l mtcu i 
(A voicK : yv fan priority 54 i ) 

«lanab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: nt-i-Dn nfftyffn yrpi wro TOt*f cf falser 
cw?n ww*i wrnrs*i wro* 4** cn? frft? <5ry*rtft fafo*f fr«m htto* firff i wmrf 

3 tRF CTO 4 *fcl iTtfj f«M ART CARC ATWfaTO f 5 Tl TOCT$ ff T 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: ypp $wi ^ 

cfQm nenr^f cn ym* vrjrmrj C'"n^T cm tcto, Bim wfipnnni wwro 

3fTff TO CTO fttfsi I Pfa*f WfTTn PdVj fff fTffl *tr<rfw® I 

Sri HARIPADA CHATTERJEE: ftr^ ff ot <jf fi 

fro cto mcr to *tt&m nm =n, *i ffttun nftrs fro <jv cv^m m r 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: 

TOTO I TO TOt^rj 4 ^n? f ft ift l 

Adjournment Motion. 

Sri JYOTI BASU: Sir, I have been given consent to an adjournment 
motion which I want to move with regard to the lathi charge and tear- 
gassing of refugees near Seaidah Station. Shall wo proceed with the 
adjournment motion now ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is there any objection ? 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROL: Yes, Sir, I object for 
two reasons. First, of all, it contravenes the rules under which we act. 
An adjournment motion cannot be moved on a subject on which a judicial 
decision is pending. Cases are pending before the Couxt, and bails have 
been given to many of them and therefore until those are disposed of I do 
not think this motion should be allowed. 

3 
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Mr. SPEAKER: If the matter is sub judice , I cannot allow it. 

Itnab MD. KHUOA BUKH8H: Sir, the Hon’ble the Leader of the 
House has told us that the matter is sub judtce. The adjournment motion 
relates to the tear-gassing and lathi charge on the refugees on the 14th 
January last. Sir, Government have arrested certain persons; certain 
persons have been hailed out. If it were an adjournment motion about the 
accused, it would be correct tor the Hon 1 hit* the Lender of the House to 
tell us that the matter is sub judtce and that it should not be permitted to 
be discussed in this House. But, Sir, the adjournment motion does not 
relate to the arrest of these persons; it relates to the conduct of the police 
and it relates to the conduct of other officers, and the refugees have not 
proceeded against them in court and therefore the conduct of the police 
is certainly not sub judice and it is certainly not under investigation in any 
court. It is under the investigation of Government, hut that does not 
preclude this House from moving an adjournment motion on the subject 
and discussing the matter on the floor of the House. 

The Hon’bl® Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: T am very sorry, T do 
not agree with the argument. The proposition is that the question of hithi 
charge, tear-gassing by tfie police and mass ariest is before the couit. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In view of the statement made by the Hon’ble the 
Leader of the House that the matter is before tin 1 court, 1 do not think I 
can allow discussion of the subject. 

Sri JYOTI BA8U: Sir, will you allow me to explain, because this is 
my adjournment motion? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I have to rely on the statement of the 
Hon'ble the Leader ot the House. In view oi the fact that he says that 
the matter is sub judice those questions will come up tor consideration 
before the court. 

8ri JYOTI BA8U: That is why l was making m\ submission. After 
hearing m\ .submission you can of course give your verdict whatever you 
like. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: T1 iere can he no further discussion when the Hon’ble 
the Iveuder of the House says that the matter is sub judice . 

Sri JYOTI BASU: I am not appealing to the Leader of the House as 
he is the person responsible tor /of/u-charging and tear-gassing the 
refugees. I am appealing to you as the Piesiding Officer in this House and 
therefore what the Premier or the Leader of the House says has nothing 
to do 

Mr. SPEAKER: The point is whether the matter is sub judice or not. 
On that the statement of the Leader of the House is suiheient. AY ben he 
nays that it is sub judice I cannot allow a discussion on the subject. 

8ri JYOTI BASU* On the point whether that statement is correct or 
not l would like to make my submission. 

Mr, SPEAKER* AY hen the Hon’ble the Leader of the House says that 
the matter is judice 1 have j£ot to accept it. 

JaMb ABDUR RAHMAN SlDDIQI: If the Hon’ble the Leader of the 
House says that the matter is sub judice and I lay before you the view that 
it is not sith judice % then the Chair ought to decide whether it is so or not. 
Our word must he as weighty and as worthy of your attention as that of 
anybody sitting on the Government Benches. 
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tin SPEAiCfltS Well, Mr. Siddiqi, prosecution i* generally started 
by Government and if the Hon’ble Leader of the House in charge of 
Government says that the matter is sub /Wire, what more can I do? I 
cannot allow any further discussion. 


8ri JYOTI BASU: In that case my submission is that the Government 
can oppose any adjournment motion of this nature by sa\ing that the 
subject-matter is tub juthec. ITiless, you, Sir, reflect upon tlie matter after 
hearing the Opposition Members, it is impossible that we can continue in 
this manner because, as has been pointed out by my friend Mr. Khiulu 
Bukhsh just now. the matter is not sub judicr and times without number 
in this House for the last two years we have been discussing such adjourn- 
ment motions with regard to lathi charges, firing and so on and in every 
case 

Mr. SPEAKER: I regret 1 cannot allow a discussion on t his subject. 
I have already given my ruling-. 1 find there are several precedents for 
such a course being adopted. The point is whether the matter is sub jurficc 
or not. When the Leader of the House in charge of the prosecution says 
that the matter is sub judice 1 cannot enter into an investigation of the 
whole matter. 


Sri JYOTI BASU: It is a question of interpretation. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-M AIUMDAR : Sir, there is n 
vei\ -w cll-luid-dnu n rule m the Holes of Procedure of this House that after 
the Speakers ruling has been finoi the Speaker’s ruling cannot be open to 
any discussion and 1 think. Sir, them should he an end of the discussion 
alter \our ruling lias been given. 

(At this stage Mr. Jyoti Basil rose to speak.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER : l am sum Mr Basu, 1 cannot allow any further 
discussion of this subject. 

Sri JYOTI BASU: Sir, after \ on have given your consent to it, if this 
is the fate meted out to mv adjournment motion. I am soin to sav , Sir, 
that the minority sections have no business to ram on m this House. Let 
the Government carry on with their business and the only tiling I can do 
is to walk out of this House today. That is the onlv wav i can register 
m\ piotest. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. 

(At this stage Sr i Jyoti Basil and Sn Hatanlal Brahmin left f ho 
Chamber.; 

ORDINANCES. 


The Calcutta Tlulcu Tenancy Ordinance, 1948. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: In accordance with 
section «SS(^mo; ot the Government of India Act, I9dd, 1 lay the Calcutta 
Thtkui Tenancy Ordinance, 1948 { Wc-t Bengal Ordinanee No. XI of 19481, 
be tore this Assembly. 

The West Bengal National Volunteer Force Ordinance, 1948. 

The Honble Sri BHUPATI MAJUMDAR: I beg leave to lay before 
this Assembly (he West Bengal National Volunteer Force Ordinance, 1948, 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

/the West Bengal Secondary Education Bill, IMS. 

The Hon’ble Sri Rai HAREMDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: .Mr. S,,enk«r, 
Sir, I beg to introduce the Went Bengal Secondary Education Bill, 1949. 

(The Secretary then read the thort title of the Bill.) 
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The Hon'ble Sri Rti HARENDRA MATH CHAUDHURI: I beg to 

move that the West Bengal Secondary Education Bill, 1949, be referred 
- to a Select Committee consisting of — 

< 1 ) Sri I). N. Mukerji, 

(2) Sri Hemanta Kumar Basu, 

(.‘1; Sri Shyamapuda Bhattacharyya, 

(4i Sri Is war Chandra Mai, 

{'>) Sri J. C. Gupta, 

[ b ) Sri Khagendia Nath Das Gupta, 

( 7 ) Sri Bimal Comar Ghose, 

(<S) Sri Sh\nma Prosad Barman, 

(9) Su Harendra Nath Dolui, 

(10) danah S\ed Badrudduja, 

(11) Jan ah ilusan Ara Begum, 

'•I 12) Mrs. Edna May Picketts, 

(Id) Mr. Daniel Gomes, and 

(14) invself (the mover), 

with instructions to submit their report bv the 1st February, 1949, and that 
•the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at five. 

Mr. SPEAKER • Yes, Mr. Mukerji, you move your amendment now. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI: I beg to move that the names of Mr. .J. U. 
Walker,* Sri Sunil Kumar Banerjee and Sri Haripada Clmlterjee be added 
to the proposed personnel of the Select Committee. 1 ha\e received their 
consent, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Sri Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I 
accept the amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no other amendment, 1 think. Does the 
•Hon’ble Minister like to speak on his motion? 

The Hon’ble Sri Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, 
'Sir, more than 8 years ago, in August, 1940, 1 had to rise from n seat to 
your lott and start our opposition to the first venture of the Muslim League 
Government to enact a Secondary Education Bill and 4 years thereafter to 
retire in protest, along with mv other Congress colleagues, from the Select 
Committee on the last Muslim League Bill, the Bill of 1944, on the subject. 
These four years and a half consisted not only of one chapter but chapters 
of Paiuellism unparalleled in the recent legislative history of India except 
of course that great chapter during the Montford Reforms when under the 
inspiring leadership of Deshbaiulhu Das the old Bengal Legislative Council 
‘gave the quietus to Diarchy. With all their majority and European 
support, the Muslim League failed uot only to enact their Secondary 
Education Bills but also to amend the Rules of Business so as to incorporate 
the rule of guillotine or compartiuental closure over which also no small 
fight was waged. What was really the bone of contention in the Muslim 
League Secondary Education Bills over which we fought so desparately and 
Kara and with forlorn hopes but with unexpected success? it was the 
attempt of the League to constitute the Board on communal lines to control 
and administer secondary education in this province where most of the high 
schools were founded, nursed and developed by non-Muslim effort, enterprise 
and benefactions. 

The country and this province, in particular, had enough foretaste, and , 
much too hitter taste indeed, of what communal representation meant in 
4he Legislature and in the local bodies and even in the Arid of education 
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where muktabitatwn of primarv schools was proceeding apace for years past* 
We sensed that further mischief was going to be wrought in the sacred 
sphere of education by the proposal to commit the whole system of secondary 
education under the blighting influence and witchery of a communally 
constituted Board. It was almost patent to all of us that if a primary 
school meant to the Muslim League a mahtith where students were fed on 
urduised Bengali, a high school could eventually mean an unprogressiva 
and uwluised high madrassah in which Bengali' language and culture will 
be in serious jeopardy. It may not be known to the public that at some 
stage in a conference over the Secondary Education Bill of 1U44 of the then 
Government and the Opposition representatives, attempts were made to 
come to an understanding over the issue involved in the proposal to set up 
a Secondary Education Board on communal lines but the conference broke 
down as the Government representatives could not assure that Bengali 
would remain the medium of instruction in the secondary school* for the 
Bengali students irrespective of their creed, or that communal representa- 
tion would not.be introduced in the managing committees or in the com- 
position ot the teaching stalls of schools. The menace to the secondary 
education of Bengal, therefore, was not an imaginary one arising out of 
mere suspicion but leal it did prove to be. At any rate, the failure of the 
conference left us in no manner id dould that a Board of Secondary Educa- 
tion constituted on communal lines would end in making every high school 
a cockpit for communal wrangle and because wv wen* so convinced we 
resolved that either the Secondary Education Bill of the Muslim League 
should go or the Muslim League Government should come to an end. As I 
have slid befnit , the untiimg labour" ot the Oppositoiu achieved unexpected 
success. Not on 1 v ihe Secondary Education Hill of the Muslim League 
Government, whether in its original shape id’ HMD or in its revised form of 
1 1 *44 did go. but with the latter the Muslim League Government also went ^ 
out of olfiee and section Government came into being in J!Mo. 

It should be remembered, however, that throughout all the atones; lid 
p.iihamcntui \ fight the leaders m the Opposition never domed the noeossity 
ot a properlv < (instituted Secnrid.tr v Education Boaid which was envisaged 
so far bark as in PM!) by the Sadler ('onimission. The grounds on which 
tin' Sadler Commission lecnm mended that there should ho a now authority 
to control and administer Secondary Education were that “neither the 
Department of Public Instruction is so organised as to he able to supervise 
the new' system, nor the governing bodies of the University can be so 
organised as to be able to ileal effectively with all tho High Schools especially 
is they lack necessary lunds”. If that was the opinion of the University 
Commission dU years ago, certainly the argument has been strengthened 
as many times by the passage of \ears, particularly when the supervision 
>f Collegiate education, the conduct of Degree examinations and the expan- 
iion of post-graduate studies have assumed such proportions as to fully 
*ngago the time and attention of the University authorities. In fuel, for 
vant of a new and unified authority to administer and control secondary 
^duration our high school education has not developed on right lines. 
Secondary education, which is essentially education for effective citizenship, 
lemands expansion in such multiform types to suit the abilities, aptitudes 
ind needs of the adolescents of a whole province that it can hardlv remain 
ied to the apron strings of the University and follow a narrow course 
lietuted by academic studies. The system of secondary education will no 
doubt serve tbe University with one form of its activity hut all forms of its 
activity cannot l>e dominated by University courses. Bather it must have 
as diversified aspects as the social life itself. “If the multilateral idea, 
although it may not be expressed by means of multilateral schools, must bo 
inherent in any truly national system of secondary education”, as the Spena 
Committee reported in England, then that idea can be implemented only by 
a new authority — a Board of experts — separate from the University and not 
pre-occupied with ita endeavoufs and requirements alone. In fact, therein 
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Jie« the great and ugent necessity of a new authority to control and administer 
Secondary Education at the present moment and to meet that necessity the 
Secondary Education Bill is proposed to be enacted. 

I am glad to find that the Bill has been well received by the Press and 
the public and the non-communal character of the Board has been highly 
welcomed. There has been some criticism of the constitution of the Board, 
it is true, but the criticisms are not in the main well founded. For instance, 
it has been said with the old prejudice against Government and Government 
officials that such officials have been given a preponderating weight on the 
Board. That is neither arithmetically not substantially true. There are 
only 11 officials in a Board of 42 members — officials whose presence is 
necessary to make expert opinion available to the Board. A section of 
the Press has remarked that the University has been given larger represen- 
tation than the teachers of aecondiuy schools. The Sadler Commission 
recommended that the University should have adequate representation and 
the reasons that were given by the Commission are valid and will continue 
to be valid so long us a good part of our Secondary education will lay the 
foundation for University education. As regards teachers’ representation, 
5 professors and teachers of colleges and of the University and (I Head- 
masters and Headmistresses and an Expeit in Teaching, altogether 12 
teachers, will surely he on the Board. Some moie teachers may also come 
through other electorates. Assistant teachers in schools have not been 
allowed representation is another criticism, hut the difficulty of framing a 
constituency for thousands of such teachers should have been obvious to 
the critics. Further there is not much reason to think that assistant 
teachers of schools will prove greater experts than Heads of schools or 
professors in the colleges and the University. 

While such is the constitution of the Board, ample powers have been 
given to it to administer and develop Secondary Education on sound lines. 
In lact, quite a new feature of the Bill which I would like to stress is the 
clauses relating to tin* preparation and execution of Development plans 
(clauses 21 and 22 U The clauses have laid a statutory duty on the Board 
to draw up Development plan* and in the preparation of the Development 
plans, again, focal educational institutions will have opportunity to submit 
their opinion and objections where they may he affected by such plan or 
plans. 

Provisions have also been made for special committees for such purposes 
as {( i ) recognition of schools and grants-in-aid thereof. (h) conduct of 
examinations. (<) care and promotion ot technical education in all its forms, 
and (d) attending to physical education in particular. It is proposed to 
constitute a Finance Committee ot experts also. 

Another point to which criticism has been directed is the financial 
resources that have been placed at the disposal of the Board. It lias been 
said that they are inadequate. No one would be more glad than myself if 
more money can be placed at the disposal of the Board, but in our present 
circumstances it is not possible. In a Press Conference I ventured to explain 
the financial provision made for the Board thus: 

“The present Government in spite of financial difficulties propose to start 
the Board with a statutory grant of Ks. dl) lakhs which will be augmented 
as necessary upon consideration of the annual budget estimates of * the 
Board. If it be remembered that the last Bill introduced by the Muslim 
League Government in 11144 contemplated to start the Board with an initial 
grant of Rs. 2o lakhs only for the whole of united Bengal, the initial provi- 
sion of Rs. dU lakhs for West Bengal which is almost one-third of the 
original area may not be considered altogether inadequate.” 

It hue been pointed out in reply that it is not one-third or two-third# 
of Bengal that is a relevant consideration but the number of oc&ooU and 
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G als involved. It may be so, but surely in West Bengal the number o 
a schools ami their enrolment cannot be more than the number of 194- 
fox the whole of Bengal. 

The whole aim of the Board will have to be to devise n self -con taine< 
system of secondary education which will also permit pupils showing promisi 
to proceed to higher academic or technical courses in the university or highe: 
technological institutions. The present Government believes that identifier 
entirely with the cause of secondary education the new authority proposer 
to he set up in the Bill will with the powers conferred and provisions made 
be able to bring about the desired development and reform of secondary 
education on sound and diverse liues suitable to the needs, abilities ant 
aptitudes ot the adolescents in this province. It will prevent secondary 
education from courting irustrution in the cloisters of the university oi 
outside and it will la* able to relate secondary education to life itself— -lift 
in its varied forms nad aspects, in the university as well as in the wide] 
world outride, leading to that strengthening of our manpower and national 
resources which all of us so keenly desire at the new dawn of our national 
independence. 

The motion of Sri 1). X. Mukherji that to tho proposed personnel of tli€ 
Select Committee of the West Bengal Secondary Education Bill, 1949, 
the following names 1 m* added, namely:— 

Mr. J. It. Walker, 

Sri Susil Kumar Banerjee, and 
Sri Haripadu Chat ter jee, 
was then put and agreed to. 

The motion ot the Hon’hle Sri Rni ITarendra Nath Chaudhuri as amended, 
that the West Bengal Secondary Education Bill, 1949, he referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of — 

( 1 i Sri 1). N. Mukherji, 

(2> Sri Hemanta Kumar Bftsu, 

('C Sri Shuynmapada Blmttacharyya, 

(4) Sri Iswar Chandra Mai, 

(5) Sri J. C. Gupta, 

(6) Sri Khagendra Nath Das Gupta, 

(7 ) Sri Bimal Comar Ghost*, 

(S; Sri Shyama 1’rosad Barman, 

(9) Sri Harendra Natli Dolui, 

(10) Janab Syed Badrudduja, 

(111 Janab JIusan Ara Begum, 

(12) Mrs. Edna May Ricketts, 

( 1 J > Mr. Daniel Gomes, 

. (14) Mr. J. R. Walker, 

(15) Sri Susil Kumar Banerjee, 

(16) Sri Haripada Chatterjee. and 

(17) The Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of the Education Department (the 
mover), 

with instructions to submit their report by tbe 1st February', 1949, and that 
the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at five, was then put and agreed 
to. 

(Tho Bouse was than adjourned fox fifteen minutes.) 



32 GOVERNMENT BILLS. [I8th Jaw., 

(After adjournment.) 

The West Bengal Premises Requisition and Control (Temporary Provisions) 
Amendment Sill, 1049. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, I introduce the 
West Bengal Premises Requisition and Control (Temporary Provisions) 
Amendment Bill, 1948. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon'ble 8ri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, I move that the 
West Bengal Premises Requisition and Control (Temporary Provisions) 
Amendment Bill, 1948, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, 1 need not deliver a very long speech over this Bill. This House 
will remember that when the pressure of population on Calcutta began to 
increase Hie problem of housing accommodation became very acute. On 
the one hand, rents went up sky-roeketting and landlords began to demand 
high sal a mis and high rents; on the other hand, the housing accommodation 
available was very short in comparison wit li the total demand for housing. 
For these reasons the Government proceeded in two directions. On the one 
side a measure was enacted regulating the rate of rent and salami and tho 
rights and liabilities of the landlords and the tenants, on the other hand an 
effort was made to have more rational housing accommodation through a 
house requisitioning scheme, and that was why an Act to that effect was 
put on the statute book in 1947. Since then se\eral detects have been found 
to be very great impediments to the successful working of the Act. 

Sir, these defects have been mentioned in the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons of the present amending Bill. Sir, one ot the very great defects 
which bumper tin* successful working of the existing Bill was that the word 
“premises” was so defined that many premises which were not intended to 
be let could not be requisitioned. It was laid down in the Act that only 
those premises could be requisitioned which wen* intended to be let. Sir, 
as a result of this limitation many of the big garden houses, many of the 
houses which were occasionally used, say for one day in the year, those 
houses could not be requisitioned because those* houses were not intended 
to be let. Sir, in fairness to those unfortunate people who have been forced 
to come over here, those people who have to leave their villages and come 
to the city in search of food, shelter, occupation and living — in fairness to 
those people it is hardly possible to spare those houses which are not 
intended to be let but which must now in the present circumstances be 
requisitioned to provide accommodation to the needy and the poor. 

That is why. Sir, the definition is now being altered with a view to ensure 
that nil houses which cun reasonably be requisitioned can be requisitioned. 
That is one of the purposes of this amending Bill. 

Secondly, Sir, it has been the experience of the Government that in 
many cases whenever the notice issues, the landlord often manages to induct 
tenants — not bona fide tenants but mala fide tenants — into the vacant 
house only to frustrate the requisition order. I have in mind one particular 
case where instead of the so-called tenant paying something to the landlord, 
the landlord paid something to the tenant, so that the house might look 
occupied, and the requisition order could not be given effect to. In order 
to prevent such mala fide practice another provision is being made whereby 
the Government can take such acfion as may be necessary to prevent 
occupation of any vacant premises which are proposed to be requisitioned. 

Then, Sir, there was another very great lacuna in the law inasmuch as 
no provision was made regarding furniture. In the existing Act it is laid 
down that if the house, even if vacant, contains any furniture, that house 
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cannot be requisitioned. We have found big houses — three-storeyed build- 
ings — vacant with only two or three broken chairs in one room in one storey 
with the result that the whole house could not be requisitioned. It was 
an obvious anomaly. Therefore a provision is being made that a house 
can be requisitioned even with furniture and if the landlord does not remove 
the furniture, those pieces of furniture cau be used by the Government. 
That is another provision that is being sought to he made in the present 
amending Bill. 

Lastly, Sir, there was no provision in the Act enabling the Collectors, — 
the Land Acquisition Collector m Calcutta , and the District Collectors in 
the mufassal who are the authorised persons for house requisitioning— 
authorising these Collectors to use luice, if necessary, while they are 
opposed by force. You know there is a provision in the Land Acquisition 
Act — I refer to section 47 — which lays down that where the Collector is 
opposed in the execution of an order. In* may take such action as he may 
think necessary to execute his order. Here it has been brought to our 
notice that in many cases deliberately the male members of the family 
remained upstairs and female members ha\e been put forward by the mule 
members. Even m many cases our officers have been assaulted and 
requisition could not take place. Whore there are genuine, bomt fide 
residents, Government i> certainh not requisitioning those houses. That 
is a salutary principle winch all Government must respect. But, Sir, in 
those cases when* tenants, 1 would say so-called tenants, are residing only 
for a day or two in order only to hustrate the requisition order in this 
manner, I think the Collector should have suthcimt power to execute the 
order. There is another provision in section 49 ot the Band Acquisition 
Act which js being sought to he made in this amending Bill. 

These are the four main changes which this Bill wants to introduce. 
There arc certain other minor dialling changes only to improve the language 
or even some possible lacuna* to which 1 need not refer. The honourable 
members may ponder over them and they will find that these minor changes 
are only changes of a drafting nature. 1 hope that in tie* interests ot those 
who are not here of their own choice, who arc forced to come hen*, and who 
are in this town to get accommodation, to get a root over their heads, in 
the interests of those hapless people this House will agree to the passing 
of this measure, so that house requisitioning may be more effective. 

Lastly I may add I am quite aware that this house requisitioning has 
much scope for improvement and with that view in mind we are proposing 
to set up a House De-requisitioning Board consisting of officials ana non- 
officials and all such cases of de-requisitioning will be referred to this Board, 
as the Government may think fit. This House De-requisitioning Board will 
consider all applications that may be forwarded to them by aggrieved parties. 
We hope, Sir, that this De-requisitioning Board will be able to meet many 
of the grievances of the aggrieved parties. 1 am also happy to unnounce 
that eminent persons like Sri Nirnial Chandra (’bunder, Sri J. K. Biswas 
and Sri Bijoy Singh Nahar have agreed to serve in this De-requisitioning 
Board on the non-official side. There aie also officials there, 1 hope the 
public will take full advantage of this De-requisitioning Board which will 
be announced in a day or two, and all the difficulties and grievances should 
be brought to their notice and through that Board to the notice of the 
Government. 

Sir, may I have your permission to move a short-notice amendment in 
order to substitute 1949 for 1948? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not necessary, I think. It is consequential. 
You put it as 1949. I take it that the House has no objection. 

(There was no objection.) 



The motion of the Hon'ble Sri Bimal Chandra Smha that the Went 
Beniral Premises Kequisition and Control (Temporary Provisions) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1049, be taken into consideration, was then put and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 do stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 do stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

The question that clause 3 do stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 4. 

The question that clause 4 do stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 5. 

The question that clause b do stand part of the Bill, was then jmt and 
agreed to. 

Clause 6. 

The question that clause 0 do stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 7. 

The question that clause 7 do stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause S- 

The question that clause 8 do stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 9. 

The question that clause 9 do stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 10. 

The question that clause 10 do stand part of the Bill, was then put aud 
agreed to. 

Clause 11. 

The question that clause 11 do stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 12. 

The question that clause 12 do stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 

* Preamble, 

The question that the Preamble do stand part of the Bill, was then put 
and agreed to. 
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Tha Hoit’bltt Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA* Sir, I beg to move that 

the West Bengal Premises Requisition and Control (Temporary Provisions) 
Amendment Bill, 1949, as settled in the Assembly, \>e passed, 

I am very thankful to the House for the ready approval it has given in 
this matter. I would again appeal to all sections of the House to co-operate 
with the House De-requisitioning Board and bring to their notice any 
difficulties that they might experience in this matter. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sri Bimal Chandra Sinha that the West 
Bengal Premises Requisition and Control (Temporary Provisions) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1949, as settled in the Assembly, be passed, was then put aud 
agreed to. 


The West Bengal Non-Agrioultural Tenancy Bill, 1043. 

The Hon’bte Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, 1 beg to introduce 
the West Bengal Non-Agriculturul Tenancy Bill, 1948. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, I beg to move that 
the West Bengal Non-Agncultural Tenancy Bill. 1949, be taken into 
consideration. 

Mr. SPEAKER. I take it that the House accepts the figure “1949" in 
place of “1948". 

(There was no objection.) 

The Hon’ble 8ri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, the Government of 
umhwded Bengal appointed a committee, if 1 lememhcr aright, in 1948, 
to examine the question of giving lights and legulating the relations 
between non-agrieultural tenants am! t In' l r landlotds. Then the War 
intervened and the committee could finish its labour not eailier than 1941. 
The question of regulating the relations of the non-agrieultural tenants 
and their landlords was held in abeyance foi some time but in 1949 a Bill 
was introduced in the Bengal Legislative Assembly b\ the then Government 
which sought to give suhstantm* rights to nnii-ugncultunil tenants and 
regulate their relations with their landlords. Sir, the Bill went into a 
Select Committee on which I had the honour to serve as a member of t lie 
then Opposition and the Select Gonimittee reported oil the Bill in 1947. In 
1947 again the Bill was taken up h\ the House and it was gone through 
clause bv clause and finalh passed b\ the Bengal Legislative Assembly. It 
was then due to go to the I pper House, the Bengal Legislative Council, 
when the Partition took place. The Bengal Legislative Council wa« 
abolished and consequently tin* Bill lapsed. That was the history of the 
previous Bill and when the present West Bengal province came into being, 
this Bill was first published in the Gazette about a year ago, perhaps in 
Januan, 1948. But unfortunately again it could not lie taken up for want 
of time till so long. The Bill seeks to confer rights on a class of tenants 
who are now so numerous and so unprotected. Now, Sir, as a result of 
this Bill not having been passed into an Act, we had to go on extending 
the life of the Bengal Non-Agriculturul Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) 
Act. 1940, that now exists and m the last session of the Assembly we had 
passed an Act extending the life of the Temporary Provisions Act. But, 
Sir, I feel that just as the Bengal Tenancy Act regulates the rights of the 
agricultural tenants and their landlords and give# protection to the agri- 
cultural tenants, so far as non-agricultural tenants are concerned, the time 
has come when there should be substantive laws regulating their relations 
with their landlords and giving them such right# as they deserve. With 
this end in view, this Bill has now been framed and I am bappy that the 
Assembly has found time to take up this measure which is long overdue. 
May 1 remind the House that this measure was thrashed out thovoaghiy 
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in the Ansembly for undivided Bengal and almost all sections of the House 
were agreed on the main provisions. Therefore I expect, Sir, that even now 
nil sections of the House will give their ready co-operation in placing this 
measure on the Statute Book thus giving due protection to all those non- 
ugriculturnl tenants who are now without any substantive protection or 
without any substantive rights. 

Sir, if you go through the contents of this Bill, you will find that for 
the purposes ol this Bill non-agricultural tenants have been classified into 
two classes, viz., 

(a) tenants, and 

{!>) under-tenants, who may hold land for — 

(1) homestead or residential purposes, 

(2) manufacturing or business purposes, or other purposes. 

The incidents of these tenancies have been divided into three broad categories 
having regard to the inception of such tenancies. If a non-agricultural 
tenancy has been held from la-tore the commencement of the Transfer of 
Property Act, or it its oiigin is unknown, or it it has been held for a term 
of not less than 12 years, or under a lease in writing but no terms specified 
in such lease, 01 it the landlord has allowed pucca structure to be elected 
on the holding, then the tenant of such holding shall be entitled to use the 
land in any manner which is not inconsistent with the purpose of the 
tenancy and which does not materially impair tin* value ot the land. Such 
a tenant shall have the powei to erect any slruetuie including any pucca 
structure, to dig any tank, and to enjoy all the benefits arising out of the 
lands. But he shall not he entitled to convert any land into a place of 
religious worship without tin* pievious consent ot the landlord, ile shall 
not la* ejected bv his landlmd except on the grounds specified in the Bill. 

Where a non-agricultural land is held under a lease in writing for a 
term of not less than 12 y ears, the tenant shall, on the expiiation of the 
period, he entitled to the option ot successive renewal on tan and reasonable 
conditions as to rent. But no piemium or salami shall be payable m 
respect of such renewal. 

If any non-agricultural land has been held under a lease in writing for 
a term of more than one a ear but less than 12 years, or without any lease 
in writing, or under a lease in writing with no specified terms, then the 
tenant shall he liable to ejectment on one or more ot the grounds specified 
ill the Act. 

Special provisions have l>een made for eviction of a tenant from his 
holding if it is used for any minimal, illegal and unsocial purpose or in any 
manner so as to become a source of grave danger to the public peace or 
public safety on payment of such consideration as may be determined by 
the Court. As regards enhancement of rent, the Bill provides that the rent 
payable by a tenant except in the case where the land is held on a fixed 
rent or fret* of rent, shall be liable to enhancement up to such limit as the 
Court thinks fair and equitable in the circumstances of the case, but so 
as not to exceed the rent previously payable by 12 per cent, and no rent 
enhanced bv the Court shall be further enhanced during the 15 years next 
following the date on which it has been last so enhanced except on the 
ground of any improvement affected wholly or partly at the expense of the 
landlord during such period. The rent of a tenant may also be reduced by 
the Court if it considers that the rnteTbf rent payable by the tenant is unfair 
and inequitable. In the scheme of the Bill the under-tenants have also been 
given the same rights corresponding to those of the three categories of 
tenants which I have already mentioned and a limitation to the enhancement 
of rent of an under-tenant has been placed and it has been provided that 
the rate of rent payable in respect of any holding of an under-tenant who 
has been admitted to occupation after commencement of the Act shall not. 
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except in the case where such land is held on a fixed rent or free of rent, 
exceed one and a half times the rate of rent payable by his immediate 
landlord in respect of such land. Provisions have been made in the Bill 
for preparation of a reeord-of-rights and settlement of rents in respect of 
all non-agricultural lands in any local area, estate or tenure or part thereof 
so that there may be no dispute about the rights of the tenants. The Bill 
also provides for conversion of agricultural lands within municipal areas 
in non-agricultural tenancies on application to the Collector by the tenant. 
There are certain provisions about the judicial procedure, method of filing 
appeals and instituting cases. These are matters of procedure and detail 
but do not affect the fundamental scheme of the Bill itself. 

I have tried to give a hiief outline of the Bill and l hope that it will 
find ready acceptance of this House, because tin* measure is not only long 
overdue hut the measure ought to he immediately placed in the Statute 
Book to prote< t the mtoiesK of non-ag neutt ui al tenants ail over the province. 

The motion of the Ilon hle Sri Buual Chandra Sinlia that the W est 
Bengal Xon-Agricult urul Tenancy Bill, 1919, he taken into consideration, 
was then put and agreed to. 

(la use 1 . 

The question that clause 1 do stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Mr W alker 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, may 1 suggest that 
this clause he taken up tomorrow so that I may have a little more time to 
consider the amendments tabled h\ the House)' 

Mr. SPEAKER* Is it the desire oi the House to adjourn now? 
(Pause). As there is no objection, I adjourn the House till 4 p.ui. tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The House was accordingly adjourned at 5-57 p.m. till 4 p.m. on 
Wednesday, the 19th January, 1949, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceeding* of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935,'aa 

adapted. 

Thk Akskmuly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 
19th. January, 1949, at 4 p.m. 


Presents 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’blo Sri Iswar Das Jalan ) in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 01 Members. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Disparity in prices of rice within cordoned area and outside it. 

•15. Sri ARDHENDU 8EKHAR NA8KAR: ewmU* TOTOTC faOTTO 

TOSTTO OTfafa TOl WTO «faC<W fa— 

(v,) m, tot « swpt tew 

CWt SPtJSJ CTOT8 ; cot don) TOT 5$OTT? $T5T3 T*TOt HR) 8 

&T$tro mmvm w to stto tot 8 to to*- 

W*rt fa OT 

00fcrrfa*ram, *8-TOm tot wot wrn 

HT*Tfa (medium) OTTO to afo TO3 sit* f>r*r 

$TO ffa <(faC3 W *TTfas»3 <a'HM OTTO 

Hi <li HI fa HHC3 $$(< H^TT STTOfa* Sl^l C4M C4K 

$TO H^U Stfo OT ^6 N 5T*T; 

(o) C3, OTTO C3 OTT OTfTO 0^8?! S$OTg. TOT *H fa 3T 

<3« *Ci W< faTO 6 ! TO4T3 < < fat 4*fai<H fa HT; 

(8) W, SPtftTO WFOTI 8 3TfTO OTTO GOTO TOfFTO TO?T 

?TOfai7 STOCTO TOT ^TOHTOl frfat TOT3CTO TOT tffa 
31TOOTTO S$OT£ fa 3T; 

(a) w, Sty srt eiwroy otto ctottW &tto 

3^3 mtCTO: fa 3T; 

(&) C3, *^*T SP8CTO fai>C3 8 3TfaC3 OTTO OTTO OTTT TO7C5 falTO •U^faT 
HT OT* $TOT WftW fag; TOT 8TC3T&H TO TO3 fa =(T; <33*. 

(<0 Ft, OTTO TO fTO'TOT 3WT^ $5T 3^fa TOT 3T TO TOT *3*OTH TO 
STOfTOF TOOTTO StfaSOTTO 5TO W? TO fa TO 
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MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sri Prafulla Chandra Sen): (*) *3*E mm WET ERR TO ET WE 

*$*e Erfro to Frtre ete 

Wrri 

(o) (V) *5*E NOTES WE EE EE, (*c) fwran e^ft ep^t^ets tar sitt 
Hfffsytfo CETE EW7 TO EE TO ET^TE CETES TOE TO ET l 

(8) EH TO E^ GTE*t ( largo prod ucers ) TO WET NETOTS E6ET *1(11 faE 
EESE 5JTFTOT NfEE ETW eUtS GTE l 

(a) ce-«u$e 1 tote e=e e^eete hew; cueSt eet to i 

(fc) CT, E'S'E 3tf3C«TE EltTE SOTTiWETCS nmihti»><l rationing TO^ Efl*r 
roSTE^TO EJTO EE5T ^PET efEETE CU^GT EET EE AE^ I 
(<*) CET5E ETCE EETE*f EEETE *E 1 

Janab ABUL HA8HEM : eShrrra* fa »ja«! TO9 C* im •£*/ wzyn 

Working Committee* nro, »Jti9 : pr*j cro TOtrrc TCMfsn er^ntt^rs 4*1*1 aRMvft 
*s?toto rt*fe* ate 5 *$t a:rt»c-j J^fn f^c-T-i 4 *?* *>] r *if^fsw aron* 

ijn to tr* 1 ^ ? 

The Hon’blt Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA 8EN : fi nfo r« rreftyar TO ate c*ram 

yeaf^r 'if*w» awft >ifi^ 1 4* afaTVR fac-R *far.wi «rtfa >Mfrs faTO 4a; 

*rma S*tfr3 *f*n *m c*t* tfW Mffi re t TO TO* fr* vr.fa »•* c<TITO 

apr nfaTO* srftnrTa *h* *r.>P; c*r<TO fa 3- fa 5 ‘jw rn»ft*n 

>praT atronre TOtfs* to TOtfs* c* 4TO* ^-/ f as J>ri TO <3 *t^T c* Food Conference 
TOfaro. cTOr* 5 ? fauf^ ^r*t to r*. r •rtc-w-9 ajar { Covermnent procurement) 
at^prs rca* ^1 Safari cpEi *fT3 TO *>* fit* $tn toto to 1 
Janab Md. KHUDA BUKHSH : *r»fia afiaro* anare* ca caictta dim tivc 
«Tr** ?ta ara =n 5*!^ cbt) v|r« ua *ca »ca arai 1 fan a^artm f^ 

ane^5 m ca ^ aatisfied wtc^?T ca at-*rtf 5t«ha *tr» cat?i ?ra r 

The Han’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : wflenra caPr wme wNtflrntft at 1 
vm) at procure a fa **H .atlM n procure *Pr ent aa tn'Tl^a -fttf car* nr?t 
^ 4 f ^c« 4 *: fain tarn ata atai «tra 1 ire»a '■.aear wtn »prcve« ca-t> *tf<nrH at^ vsjv 

¥fil 1 

4anab Md. KHUDA BUKH8H : vasha av>rn v a itr cn ai^Tt tftn atai m 
\ 5 ta 1 «nr&nr *R ara arpt statement* correct iu*m arw.Tbt adt arrm 

war 3 * (Vr 

The Hon’bte Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : am '^r:^ *r fr ^rr*, vfiwtnr^ 

^ ’srt TO c*R eret *r^ c*^ mv^r? rr* 

arj arr^f? 1 

Janab Md. KHUDA BUKHSH: arrmrr eth ca vf5r»rm Wat trsi 

a*? afrTO *^Ft ^ oTt ftSTr* f*T3 rr 4 TOm fi*Pt fr statement 

c ontrodict * V$ tT^ 5 TOtR f 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : c*TO* Ff^n, cwt^TO^ f4f «tim 
TO ese to, caroit wi totfr ^ 3 * to dtts to? » tott awr yn <*▼$ 1 
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Jjuttk ABUL HAiHEM : litem lym a wfh tot? itej<v m rpr 

viti mi yiti mf& i fcftfrcr mi wprrm a mm jott w «rtkt tfnrfw^i 

vfr *nrw rwti vwr c*u mr *pr«r vd *r tc* fV ? 

Th# Hon’Mf Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : ( an?t? I^i Tpropr *rtt ^ >itf 

winter iw? \wi vt h i 

Jftnab ABUL HASHEM : Trash vtftvTm tst csr cv 'j ? f5rftt faa wtfr « tci cwra 
*jm ti Tn rm? fa^n i Tfa rn *n?rar si fV ? 

Tha Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CAANDRA SEN : t|rrtrrT ^ i tttstt «nr era 

vw •wsj fsrf.fWT nr u£i vsrfaa i 

Sri PRAMATHA NATH BANDOPADHAYA : itoUto litem wj* c*tw 
rae t-ra ft h vi^ <rai *n ra^jrar *ra tv, <?ft ee wm-m ntrarar^T 

gmt Slw directive T3 wi fa? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : cr Wn Tra^rT^f nraf^r "stre 

ywm T^f I'Afai fk=ra ; rafaft vuzw cv procurement price TTftS 

TH I 

Sri PRAMATHA NATH BANDOPADHAYA: fcftvTtt Ttranran ^ si etrtfr 
e^torm* wrai rat:* fa ? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : Sfsvrfr frannjraj cuu r frig evi 

Sri PRAMATHA NATH BANDOPADHAYA : ftvtm <ra 7 tjtt *tj ? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA 8EN : fan m ^tsTT^i TtHft asn raft rarai 

I 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(anewere to which were laid on the table) 

Seed 8tores in the Province. 

6. Sr» ANHADA PR08AD CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of employees engaged in running the seed stores and 
the annual cost of conducting the same during the last three 
years in the districts of West Bengal; 

(it) the total turn-over in these seed stores during the same years; 

(in) whether, in addition to the expenditure on the maintenance of 
the staff, auv loss was incurred in the running of the seeda 
purchase and distribution scheme in these districts and, if so, 
the amounts of such loss that had to be met by Government, 
year to year, during the last three years; and 

(tr) whether Government have any scheme for the study of and the 
introduction in this Province of any system of seed storing 
and distribution similar to the credit Agricol system pursued 
in the Province of Bihar? 

(b) If the answer to (a)(iv) is in the affirmative, when do Government 
propose to introduce such schehle in West Bengal? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hott'ble Sri ^idabtndra Nath Panja): (a)(i) In the pre-Partition period we 
had 212 seed stores for which we had 212 agricultural overseers, 424 chowki- 
dars and 212 store-keepers. 
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After Partition we have been left with 89 seed stores for which we now 
have 62 agricultural overseers, 34 agricultural demonstrators, 3 assistant 
inspectors, 178 chowkidars and 89 store-keepers. 

Cost of running the seed stores (Undivided Bengal) — 

Rs. 


194546 

1946- 47 
194748 — 

Pre-Partition period 

Post-Partition period (West Bengal) ... 

(it) A statement giving the desired figures is laid on the Table. 

(m) Loss incurred in distribution of seeds — 

Its. as. p. 

194546 ... ... ••• — 1,98,767 11 9 

194647 ... ... ... 4,36,779 11 0 

1947- 4S — 


... 3,33,120 
... 3,65,620 

... 1,88,326 
... 1,26,452 


Pre-Partition. — The figures may not bo 

furnished as relevant records are not 
available as a result of the Partition. 


Post-Partition (West Bengal) ... ... 39,800 

(,» The question of replacing seed stores by growers’ multi-purpose 
co-operative organisations is under active consideration of llov eminent. 

(6) Does not arise. 


Statement referred to in reply to clause (•'*) of clause (a) nf unstarred question No. 6. 



Purchased. 

Distributed. 


Mds. 

Mds. 

1945-46. 

Paddy 

101,791 

177,200 

Rabi and fodder seeds 

94,857 

85,208 

Fertiliser and oilcakes 

29,371 tons 

18,863 tons. 

Iron and steel . . 

5,500 „ 

1,153 „ 

1946-47. 

Paddy 

189,890 

176,048 

Rabi and fodder seeds 

95,764 

81,966 

Fertiliser and oilcakes 

. . 28,805 tons 

22,920 tons. 

Iron and steel 

. . N 2,000 „ 

2,484 „ 

1947-48. 

Rabi seeds 

8,407 

5,884 

Oilcake* 

130,000 

66,912 

Bonemeal 

1,650 tons 

503 tons. 

Chemical fertilisers 

5 A 74 * 

2,645 ,, 

Iron and steel . . 

1,800 „ 

800 „ 

4 
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POINT OF PBIYILEGE. 

Appointed retailers at Darjeeling. 


[19th Jah., 


7. Sri BA8ANTL.AL MURARKA: (a) Will the Hobble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact — 

(?) that all the 43 appointed retailers at Darjeeling were served with 
notice, dated 8th March, 1948, to appear before the Deputy 
Commissioner, Darjeeling, on March 10 and 12, 1948, to show 
cause why their appointments should not be cancelled with 
immediate effect; and 

(it) that they were asked certain questions verbally and had to answer 
them verbally? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in <he affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what has been the result of such interviews? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: (a) Yes. 

(b) Out of the 43 appointed retailers, 15 were found unsuitable for 
retention on grounds of prosecution and /or convictions for rationing offences, 
Jack of financial stability, etc. 

Point of Privilege. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: On a point of privilege, Sir. 1 have 
read with deep concern and anxiety the ileus of tlu* death of four persons 
and injuries to numerous others directly ns a result of police action in the 
College Street area yesterday. Sir, in grave happening* >uch as these it is 
the privilege of members of the minority gioups of tlii> House to table 
adjournment motions and criticise the actions of the police and the Govern- 
ment and through such motions seek to obtain a correct appreciation of the 
situation. But, Sir, an adjournment motion tabled yesterday w;»* disallowed 
by you on the ground t hat the Government claimed that the subject-matter 
of tne adjournment motion was sub jut! tee. 

Sir, 1 bowed down to your ruling yesterday and 1 refer to it today not 
in any spirit of challenging your decision. Sir, I appreciate that it is not 
possible tor the Hon’ble Speaker to reject the statement of the Ilon’ble 
Leader of the House outright. The llon’lde the Leadei of the House 
perhaps confused the issues and declared before the House that lathi 
charges, tear gassing bv the police, as aUo arrests of the refugees were sub 
Qudice. I would most humbly submit that what i* sub judire is the conduct 
and behaviour of the refugees and not the conduct and behaviour of the 

J iolice. And this is precisely what the adjournment motion sought to discuss. 

' would, therefore, contest the statement of the llon’Jde the Leader of the 
House and would still maintain that tlu* lathi charges and the tear-gassing 
by the police on the processionists is not sub judice , and can therefore be 
discussed in this House. In this connection. Sir, I would humbly refer you 
to a decision of this honourable House when under similar circumstances the 
Ilon’ble the Speaker ruled that if it later transpired that the statement of 
the Hon’ble the Leader of the House was wrong, he would be pleased to 
waive the urgency and allow the luowr of the adjournment motion to renew 
his application. Sir, the attitude of the Government has caused grave 
apprehension in the minds of the minority groups in this House. I feel that 
they can gag the opposition by taking recourse to this unworthy ruse of 
declaring everything sub judire to prevent debates. I would, therefore, 
most humbly request you to giye us a comprehensive ruling indicating what 
will and what will not be treated as sub judice for our future guidance — a 
ruling that we can follow in tabling adjournment motions. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU OUTT-MAZUMDAR: I think the 
honourable member has been labouring under a serious misconception. 
Certain incidents are alleged to have taken place. Arising out of those 
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incidents arrests have taken place and the whole matter he* gone before tha~ 
courts of law, and. Sir, in the course of the enquiry in the courts of law tti* 
whole incident bearing on the arrests and whatever has happened — all that 
will have to he ascertained by the courts — both the facts and alleged incident# 
which have taken place as well as the guilt or otherwise of the persons con* 
cerned. Therefore, Sir, there is no parcelling out the incidents into water- 
tight compartments in respect of different aspects. The entire matter is sub 
jwdiee uml, therefore, after your ruling has been given, it could not oe dis- 
cussed at all, and I think that with propriety no question of privilege arises 
in this connection as has been sought to be made out by the honourable 
member. 

The Hoft’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir. 1 do not happen to 
be a lawyer. friend there i- trying to make a — as you say in Bengali — - 

chulrhera fnrhitr . What is it that is before lilt* Court Y It is not merely that 
a tew men have been arrested; why tho\ have been arrested; what were 
thev doing? In the course of tin* proceedings of the Court, all these matters 
will be discussed. We do not want to prejudice anybody and that is the 
reason why this rule ho» been made. We do not want to preujdice either 
the prosecution or the defence by making statements and counter-statements 
here, but to satisfy my triend hero l may tell him that 1 shall issue a press 
statement this afternoon in which even thing w ill la* stated — -everything 
that a person wants to know about the incident*, not only of that day but of 
the happenings of yesterday. In this connection I ma\ refer to one rumour, 
a vague one that I have heard, that some prominent individuals have been 
carrying on whispering campaign or probably spoken campaign that on the 
loth ot January two women and a child had been killed by the police and 
that tin* persons < oncerned had seen the dead bodies. 1 think we are all 
living under a delusion. No tiling was done on the Kith ot January except 
tear-gu.ssing. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H : On the 11th and not on the loth. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Yes, it was on the 14th 
morning; l stand corrected. And it there was no firing done at all, how 
could three persons be killed. That is a sort of malicious, J would not call 
it malicious, that is a careless pur\e\ing ot news that really upsets persons, 
and, thcrelore, all these matters could only be properly put before the 
public after we get something new fiom the different parties which have 
witnessed the incidents either ot yesterday or ot the other day, and it waa 
immature or rather premature apart from the technical poitions of the law 
that we should discuss this on the floor of this House. It is therefore that 
I objected at that stage to taking up consideration of that particular 
motion. T do not think I have either transgressed the letter of the rule nor 
have 1 made any statement which I am not prepared to put forward and 
prove that every word of what I have said is correct. 

Janab ABUL HASHEM : You could have made the statement here. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I will not take my cue 
either from my friends here or from my friends there. I know' what to do 
ami when. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have heard the point of privilege raised by my 
honourable friend Janab Khuda Rukhsh. The position is quite clear. If 
he refers to rule 88 of our rules, he will find that the adjournment motion 
must not deal with a matter on which a resolution could not be moved. Then 
I shall refer to rule 78 which mentions that no resolution shall refer to any 
matter which is under adjudication by a court of law\ Therefore, I have got 
to carry on the business of the House subject to the rules which have been 
framed by the House, and no member need be under any misapprehension 
whatsoever that-their privileges are going to be stifled in any wav. HI can 
stretch a point in favour of the opposition, I should like to stretch it in their 
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favour- hut I cannot override the clear provisions of our rules. Now I have 
mctrn the minutes of yesterday’s business in this House, and I find that the 
Hon’ble the Leader of the House expressly stated that the question of lathi 
charge, tear-gassing bv the police and mass arrest is before the court. The 
Leader of the House has made a statement upon which I have got to rely. 
Whenever it is a question of a statement against another statement, the 
statement made by the gentleman who is in the know of things can be 
relied upon. 

Janab ABUL HA8HEM; But he has said that he is ignorant of law. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: But not of facts. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If my friend can satisfy that his statement is not 
correct or that his statement is made under some misapprehension, I would 
follow the ruling which was given by Sir Azizul Haque, namely, that if 
he can satisfy me that the statement is incorrect, I will waive the question 
of delay and 1 will permit the motion to come on, provided it is otherwise 
allowable under rules. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H : Thank you, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: So far as law is concerned, I am giving vou this assu- 
rance again that subject to the rules made by this House itself, I am not 
going to stifle in any way the privileges of* the opposition. They will be 
under my care more than the members of the Treasury Benches. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Sir, I rise to thank you for your wise 
ruling and to point out that if jou would refer to the minutes of yesterday’s 
meeting — as you were pleased to refer to the minutes of yesterday— you will 
observe that the llon’blo the leader of the House included tear-gassing as 
well as lathi charge as a subject of an enquiry by muit. Would it be possi- 
ble for the (’hair to find out from the llon’blt the Leader of the House and 
satisfy itself that they are under enquiry by a competent court of law? If 
not, bir, as you huve yourself said in your wise ruling, it would be permissi- 
ble for the mover of the adjournment motion to renew hi* application. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sa far as the question raised by the honourable member 
is concerned, I regret I cannot reopen that question on my own motion. If 
my friend can satisfy that the statement made by the Leader of the House 
is incorrect then this question will be considered.* Otherwise suo motu , I do 
not think, having disposed of the matter yesterday, I shall be justified in 
taking the initiative myself. 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The West Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill, 1849. 

Clause 2 . 

The question that clause 2 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 3 . 

The question that clause 3 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. * 

Clause 4. 

The question that clause 4 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. * 
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Clause 5. 

Sri D« N« MUKHERJI: Sir, I beer to move that in paragraph (e) of 
danse 5, line 1, the words “religious or* be omitted. 

I also beg to move that in paragraph (r) of clause 5, line 4, the words 
"for a religious purpose or*’ be omitted. 

The HonWa Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, I accept both the 
amendments. 

The motions were then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 6 as amended do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

* Clause 6. 

The question that clause G do stand part nf the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

(lausc 7. 

The question that clause 7 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

( lausc S. 

The question that clause 8 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

(lausc U, 

The question that clause 9 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

New ( lausc lh\ . 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Mr. Speaker, Sir. I beg to none that after < laus© 
9 the following new clause be inserted, namely : — 

"9A — When anv nou-agi icultural land has been held by a tenant sine© 
before the eommeneemeiit of the Bengal Nun-Agricultural 
Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Act, 1940 — 

(a) without a lease in writing, or 

(b) under a lease in writing and the time limited by such lease boa 
expired either before such commencement or at any time during 
the period the said AH has been in force and the tenant has con- 
tinued to hold such laud during such p» liod, or, 

(r) under a least* in writing but no term is specified in such leone, 
then in calculating for the purposes of sections 7 and 8 the period 
for which such land has been held by such tenant in the case 

where the land has been held under a lease in writing and time 

limited by such lease has expired at any time during the conti- 
nuance in force of the said Act, the period for which such land 

has been hpld during such continuance after the expiration of 
the time limited by such lease and, in other eases, the period for 
which the said Act has been in force shall be excluded.” 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Bouse will be well aware that during the period that 
the measure before the House has been under consideration, a Temporary 
Provisions Act has been in force, introduced in 1940. Its purpose was to 
protect the tenants from landlords who wished to take advantage of their 
existing powers of eviction before the introduction of the permanent legisla- 
tion. It debarred the landlords from evicting a tenant of any status except 
on the grounds of failure \p pay an arrear of rent. Its continuous period of 
operation by successive extensions totalled 9 years. Under the present 
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measure which we are considering certain rights detailed m clauses 7 and 8 
•re acquired by any tenant who is m Dossession of his tenancy for not less than 
12 years. The most important of tnese is the privilege of security against 
eviction except for misuser. Accordingly a tenant who had "been in posses- 
sion for 3 years before the introduction of the Temporary Provisions Act has 
now, in spite of anything which the landlord could do since 1940, acquired 
by default permanent rights of occupation. His status may be wholly un- 
suitable for the permanent relations between landlord and tenant. The land- 
lord may have never intended to allow him so long an occupation. He may 
have justifiably wished to acquire the property for his own purpose, but has 
been unable to resume during the temporary legislation and now will be 
debarred in perpetuity. It is only just that such a situation should be pre- 
TcnUd from arising as it has almost unintentionally and clause 9A is 
intended to meet this requirement. I therefore move my amendment for the 
consideration of the House. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have 
considered very carefully the amendment moved by Mr. Clarke. It appears 
that the whole point of his amendment is that, in calculating the total 
period of tenancy, the period of tenancy during the operation of the (Tempo- 
rary Provisions) Act, should be left out. That is perhaps the idea of his 
nmendment. If Mr. Clarke will refer to clause 89 of the Bill, there he 
will find that provisions have been laid down that in computing the period 
for the purpose of the execution of a decree' for ejectment or for the institu- 
tion of u suit the period during which the Temporary Provisions Act conti- 
nued in force shall be excluded. I admit. Sir, that perhaps there is a 
lacuna in that section. It does not ]>erhnps cover those cases where there 
is no possibility of any suit or of any denee being executed. What would 
happen in such cases is The question. AV oil, 1 think we might correct that 
lacuna by suitably amending section 89 and it that section is amended in 
that way I think it would not be necessary to accept any amendment here 
ns Mr. Clarke suggests and sueii a correction there will serve the purpose 
cf the amendment of Mr. Clarke. I hope this explanation will satisfy 
Mr. Clarke and he will, if he thinks this amendment to be necessary, with- 
draw’ this amendment. 

The motion of Mr. C. K. Clarke that after clause 9 the following new 
clause be inserted, namely: — 

“9A. When any non-agrieultural land has been held by a tenant since 
before the commencement of the Bengal N on-Agricultural 
Tenancy (Tern poi ary Provisions) Act, 1940 — 

(ft) without a lease in writing, or 

(b) under a lease in writing and the time limited by such lease has 
expired either before sueii commencement or at any time 
during the period the said Act has been in force and the ten- 
ant has continued to hold such land during such period, or 

(r) under a lease in writing hut no term is specified in such lease, 

Then in calculating for the purposes of sections 7 and 8 the period for 
which such land has been held by such tenant in the case where 
the land has been held under a lease in writing and time limited 
by such lease has expired at any time during the continuance in 
force of the suid Act, the j«*riod for which such land has been 
held during such continuance after the expiration of the time 
limited by such lease and, in other cases, the period for which 
the said Act has be9n in force shall be excluded.” 
was then put and lost. 

Clause JO. 

The question that clause 10 do stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Chute 11. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI: Sir. I to more that in sub-clause (I) of 
clause 11, line 2, the word “not” be omitted. 

Sir, I beg also to move that in sub-clause (/) of clause 11, lines 5 and 6, 
for the words “otherwise than as provided by this Act” the words “as pro* 
vided by this Act and not otherwise” be substituted. 

The HonT)le Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, the amendment* 

suggested by Mr. Mukherji are verbal and are only drafting improvements. 
1 accept them. 

The motion of Sri 1). N. Mukherji that in sulv-dause (/) of clause 11, 
line 2, the word “not” Ik* omitted, was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Sri 11. X. Mukherji that in sub-clause (/) of clause 11, 
lines o and (i, for the words “otherwise than as provided by thin Act’ the 
words “as provided by this Art ami not otherwise” be substituted, was then 
put and agreed to. 

The question that clause It, as amended, do stand part of the Hill, was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 12. 


The question that clause 12 do stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 12, 


The question that clause Id do stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 14. 

8ri D. N. MUKHERJI: Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause (/) of 
clause 14, line d, after the words “the ground of” the word “the** be 
inserted. 


The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, 1 accept it. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause Id, as amended, do stand part of the Bill, was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause Jo. 

The question that clause 10 do stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 10. 

The question that clause Hi do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 17. 

The question that clause 17 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause IS. 

The question that clause 18 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 19. 

The question that clause 19 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 

agreed to. 
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Clause 20. 


The question that clause 20 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 21. 


The question that clause 21 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 22. 


Sri D. N. MUKHERJI: Sir, I beg to move that for clause 22 the 
following be substituted, namely: — 

"Special 22. Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law 
incidents of f or th e ^ime | n force or in any contract, in the case of the 

undT tenancy of an undertenant— 
tenants. 

(a) the provisions of section 10 shall apply; and 

(b) where — 

(t) the conditions referred to in clause (7), (2), (.3), ( 4 ) or (J) of 
section 7 are fulfilled, or 

(it) the tenancy is held under a lease in writing for a term of not less 
than twelve years specified in such lease, 

the under-tenant shall have all the rights and liabilities of a tenant as 
set forth in section 7 or section 8 as the case may be. and the 
provisions of sections (>, and 11 to 10 shall, and the provisions 
of sections 18, 19 and 20, in no far as they are inconsistent with 
the provisions of this section, shall not apply.” 

The Hon’ble 8ri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, I accept the amend- 
ment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I take it, Mr. Clurke, you are not moving your 
amendment ? 


Mr. C. E. CLAKE: No, Sir, 1 shall move it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Mr. Si jeaker, Sir, I beg to move that the following 
proviso be added to clause 22, namely: — 

“Provided that for any right arising under this section as a result of 
occupation of a non-agrieultural tenancy for a period of twelve 
years such period shall not have been deemed to commence from 
a date earlier than the date on which this Act comes into force.” 

My arguments, Mr. Speaker, are very similar to those contained in my 
former amendment. Casual tenants may acquire, without opportunity of 
redress from superior tenure-holders, permanent occupancy. We do not 
desire to be unfair to the under-tenants but this amendment is moved to 
protect land-owners who have in mind development of their lands other than 
for casual occupants. Accordingly this amendment proposes a proviso to 
clause 22 that the “calculation of the period of twelve years by which an 
under-tenant acquires certain rights relating to permanent occupation as 
provided in clause 22 from bafore the commencement of this Act” shall be 
excluded. I think this is a very fair amendment, Mr. Speaker, and I place 
it before the House for their sympathetic consideration. 

Tht Hontrie 8ri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am 
very sorry that it is not possible for Government to accept the amendment. 
The object of this amendment is that in computing the period of tenancy any 
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period of occupation before the commencement of this Act shall not be taken 
uito consideration. Then what would be the case? Supposing a tenant haa 
• land for, say, three years before the commencement of the Act 
and if this proviso is accepted, then he will have to continue for another 12 
years, and not for 9 years more to fret the rights that he is entitled to enjoy 
under the provisions of the Act. The result will be that the period of occu- 
pation before this Act came into operation will not be taken into considera- 
tion. I think that would be n measure that will fall very harshly on the 
tenants and under-tenants. Therefore I am very sorry that in the interest of 
those who are being given right under this Act it is not possible to accept 
this amendment. 

The motion of Mr. C. K. Clarke that the following proviso be added to 
the new clause 22, namely: — 

“Provided that for any right arising under this section as a result of 
occupation of a non-agricult oral tenancy for a period of 12 year* 
such period shall not have been deemed to commence from a date 
earlier than the date on which this Act comes into force.*' 

was then put and lost. 

The question, that clause 22, as amended, do stand part of the Bill waa 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 23. 

The question that clause 2d do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 24. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI : Sir, I beg to move that for sul>-elauae (/) of 
clause 24, excluding the proviso, the following he substituted, namely: — 
“</) If the entire noii-agricultural land in a non-agrieultural tenancy 
i" transferred, the immediate landlord, or if a portion or share 
ot such land is transferred, t 1 m* immediate landlord or one or more 
co-sharer tenants of such land may, within four months of the 
service of notice issued under section 2d, apply to the Court for 
such land or portion or share thereof to be transferred to himself 
or themselves as the case may be:’* 

I further beg to move that in paragraph (a) of the proviso to sub-clause 
(1) of clause 24, line 1, for the words “the' co-sharer tenant” the words “a 
co-sharer tenant” be substituted. 

The Hon'ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: I accept the amendments 
moved by Mr. Mukherji. 

The motions were then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 24, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 26. 

The question that clause 25 do stund part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 26. 

The question that clause 26 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 27. 

The question that clause 27 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Clause 28. 

The question that clause 28 do stand part 
agreed to. 

Clause 29. 

The question that clause 29 do stand part 
agreed to. 

Clause SO. 


The question that clause 30 do staud part 
agreed to. 

Clause 31. 

The question that clause 31 do stand part 
agreed to. 

Clause 32. 

The question that clause 32 do stand part 
agreed to. 

Clause S3. 

The question that clause 33 do staud part 
agreed to. 

Clause 34. 

The question that clause 34 do stand part 
agreed to. 

Clause 33. 

The question that clause 35 do stand part 
agreed to. 

Clause 36. 

The question that clause 30 do stand part 
agreed to. 

Clause 37. 

The question that clause 37, do stand part 
agreed to. 

Clause 3S. 

The question that clause 38 do stand part 
agreed to. 

Clause 39. 

The question that clause 39 do stand part 
agreed to. 

Clause 40. 


The question that clause 40 do stand part 
agreed to. 


Clause 41. 


The question that clause 41 do sfand part 
agreed to, 


Clause 42. 


The question that clause 42 do stand part 
agreed to. 


of the Bill was then put and 


of the Bill was then put and 


of the Bill was then put and 


of the Bill was then put and 


of the Bill was then put and 


of the Bill was then put and 


of the Bill was then put and 


of the Bill was then put and 


of the Bill was then put and 


of the Bill was then put and 


of the Bill was then put and 


of the Bill was then put and 


of the Bill was then put and 


of the Bill was then put and 


of the Bill was then put and 
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Clause 43. 

The question that clause 43 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
^Teed to. 

Clause 44. 

The question that clause 44 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 45. 

The question that clause 45 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 46. 

The question that clause 46 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 47. 

The question that clause 47 do stand part of the Bill, wus then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 4S. 

The question that clause 48 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 40. 

The quetion that clause 40 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 50. 

The question that clause 50 do stand part of the* Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 51. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI : Sir, 1 heg to move that in sub-paragraph (Hi) 
of paragraph (h) of sub-clause (2) of clause 51, line 2, for the word '‘names” 
the word “name” he substituted. 

Thu Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDA SINHA: I accept it. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 51, as amended, do stand purt of the Bill, was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 52. 


The question that clause 52 do stand part, of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 53. 


The question that clause 53 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 54. 


The question that clause 54 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 55. 


The question that clause 55 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Clause 66. 

The question that clause 66 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 67. 

The question that clause 67 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 68. 

The question that clause 58 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 69. 

The question that clause 59 do stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 60. 

The question that clause 60 do stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 61. 

The question that clause 61 do stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 62. 

The question that clause 62 do stand part of the Bill'was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 63. 

The question that clause 6-1 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 64. 

The question that clause 64 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 66. 

The question that clause 65 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 66. 

The question that clause 66 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 67. 

The question that clause 67 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 68. 

The question that clause 68 <do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 69. 

The question that clause 69 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Clause 70. 

The question that clause 70 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
Igreed to. 


Clause 71. 

The question that clause 71 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 72. 

The question that clause 72 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 73. 

The question that clause 73 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 74. 

The question that clause 74 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 73. 

The question that clause 75 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 76'. 

The question t]iat clause 7G do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 77. 

The question that clause 77 do stund part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 78. 

The question that clause 78 do stand part of the Bill wus then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 70. 

The question that clause 79 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause SO. 

The question that clause 80 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause SI. 

The question that clause 81 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 82. 

The question that clause 82 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed .to. 

Clause 83. 

The question that clause 83 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Clause 84. 

Tile question that clause 84 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 85. 

The question that clause 85 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 86. 

The question that clause 86 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 87. 

The question that clause 87 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 88. 

Tin* question that clause 88 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 89. 


The question that clause 89 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

0 New Clause 89 A. 

8ri D. N. MUKHERJI: Sir, I leg to move that after clause 89 the 
following new clause be inserted, namely: — 

Compute “89A. If any noil-agricultural land has been held by a 
non tho f r om before the commencement of the Bengal 

Xh non- Non- Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Act, 1940 — 
agricultural 
land has 
boon held m 
certain oases, 

{a) under a lease in writing and the time limited by such lease has 
expired either before such commencement or at any time 
during the period the said Act has been in force and the 
tenant has continued to bold such laud during such period, or 

(M under a lease in writing but no term is specified in such lease, or 

(<*) without a lease in writing, 

then, in calculating for the purposes of sections 7 and 9, the period for 
which such land has been held by such tenant — 

(t) in the ease where the land has been held under a lease in writing 
and the time limited by such lease has expired at any time 
during the continuance in force of the said Act, the period for 
which such land has been held during such continuance after 
the expiration of the time limited by such lease, and 

(ti) in other cases, the period for which the said Act has been in 
force, 

shall be excluded.” 


Th§ Hon’blt Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, I accept this amend- 
ment as it seeks to clear up any lacuna that might exist in the draft clause 
89. Clause 89 seeks to exclude the period of tenancy during which the 
(fTem norary Provisions) Act, 1940, continued in force, in computing the 
period for the execution of a decree or for the institution of a suit but it 
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joes not say anything where both these things do not materially vis., exe- 
cution of a decree or the institution of a suit. In view of this lacuna this 
amendment has been brought in and I accept the same. 

The motion of Sri D. N. Mukherji that after clause 89 the following new 
clause be inserted, namely: — 

Compute* “89A. If any non-agricultural land has been held by a 
tion^of the tenant from before the commencement of the Bengal 
which n«n- Non- Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Act, 1940-—* 

agricultural 
land ha* 
been hold 
in certain 


[a) under n lease in writing and the time limited hv such lease haa 
expired either before such commencement or at any time during 
the period the said Act has boon in force and the tenant has con- 
tinued to hold such land during such period, or 

(b) under a lease in writing but no term is specified in sueli lease, or 
(r) without u lease in writing. 

then, in calculating for the purposes of sections 7 and 9, the period for 
which such land has been held by such tenant — 

(i) in the case where the land has been held under a lease in writing 
and the time limited by such lease has expired at any time 
during the continuance in force of the said Act, the period for 
which such land has been held dining such continuance after 
the expiration of the time limited by such lease, and 
{ ii ) in other cases, the peiiod for which the said Act has been in 
force, 

shall be excluded.” 

wus then put and agreed to. 

Clause ftO. 

The question that clause 90 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 97. 

The question that clause 91 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

I* cam 1*1 e. 


The question that t»he Preamble do stand part of Bill •*' , *‘* 

and agreed 


k \M. "'.SY 5< 


-rtou Piste?”. 


;he 

he 


-.Miiwnt (Special Courts) Bill, 1948. 

Tho HOft’blo Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: 1 beg to introduce 
the Wesl Bengal Criminal Law' Amendment (Special Courts) Bill, 1949. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

Tho Hontllo Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMOAR: I beg to move 
that the West Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Special Courts) Bill, 1949, 
be taken into consideration: 
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Sir, the facte and circumstances which necessitate the introduction ol 
thin Bill are as follows: — 

In June 1948 the Provincial Government were informed that a large 
number of cases instituted by the special police establishment were pending 
in various courts in West Bengal. The special police establishment, Sir, is 
an establishment of the Government of India which deals with corruption- 
canes within this Province. Experience had shown that the progress made 
iti the special police establishment cases in ordinary courts was very slow 
due to the pressure on the time of such courts which have to deal with a 
large number of others cases. The Government of India therefore suggested 
that in the interest of quick disposal of these cases a Special Magistrate 
/should he appointed exclusively for the trial of special police establishment 
cases with his headquarters in Calcutta and with jurisdiction to try special 
police establishment cases throughout the Province of West Bengal includ- 
ing the Presidency Town of Calcutta. THs Government examined the pro- 
posal and advised the Government of India that a Special Magistrate in this 
Province would have no higher powers than those conferred under section 
32 of the Criminal Procedure Code and he can, at the most, inflict a sentence 
of two years’ rigorous imprisonment and a fine of Its. 1,000 only. He 
would not also he able to utilise the Special Itules of Procedure and Evidence 
which have so far been found to be necessary for the successful prosecution 
of such cases. On receipt of this comment the Government of India consi- 
dered the matter and informed this Government in November last that the 
appointment of such a Speciul Magistrate would not achieve the end which 
the Government of India hud in view and which view is shared by this Pro- 
vincial Government. They suggested that the end might be achieved by the 
appointment of a Tribunal under the West Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act, 1947 (West Bengal Act VI 1 of 1947), but consisting of only one 
officer and not of three oflieers as required by the said Act. They suggested 
that section 3 of the West Bengal Act VII of 1947 he amended so as to permit 
the constitution of a Tribunal consisting of one officer only. The Govern- 
ment of India were not in favour of making over the cases to the existing 
tribunal of three judges under the West Bengal Act VII of 1947 and asked 
this Government not to allot any more cases to that Tribunal as that Tribunal 
had already been overloaded with work and cases had been dragging on for 
a very long time. This Government considered that, instead of amending 
the West Bengal Act VII of 1947, it would be better to introduce in the 
Legislature a Bill of a fairly comprehensive nature. A new Bill called the 
West Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Special Courts) Bill, 1949, was 
accordingly drafted which has been introduced and is now liefore the House 
for consideration. This Bill is bused more or less on the West Bengal Act 
VII of 1947. According to that Act three Judges are required to constitute 
a Special Tribunal whereas the same powers will be exercised by one Judge 
called a special Judge under the new Bill and the Schedule of offences which 
these special courts will try have already been shown with the Bill. I there- 
fore think, Sir, that everybody in this House will welcome this Bill as 
making provision for speedy trial of such cases and for inflicting adequate 
punishment which end would not be met by the ordinary provisions of 
punishment in our Criminal Law. I therefore hope, Sir, everybody will 
extend his support to the measure proposed. 

There is already a large number of cases which have been delayed, 
and we have halted our hands so as not to allow those cases to be allotted to 
the existing tribunals in order to lie delayed, for it is well known that when- 
ever long delays take place, it becomes difficult to collect evidences and 
adduce them before courts of law. We know that offences committed were 
committed in circumstances which become all the more difficult as a result 
of partition. Therefore it is necessary that to special courts at one centre 
will be alloted cases which are spread all over the province to be speedily 
disposed of. 

With these words I commend this motion to the acceptance of the House. 
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4$nab ABDUR RAHMAN ilODIQI: Hr. Speaker. Sir. I consider thia 
extension of the nower$ of the existing Government against the rights of the 
cititens, as a sad encroachment. I do not see any reason why the normal 
law, as it exists, cannot meet the difficulties which the Hon’hle Minister has 
tried to explain to us in rather a vague manner. Delays, Sir. are associated, 
particularly in our country, with legal proceedings but if the Government is 
keen on having justice done and the culprits punished. I see no reason vrhy 
ordinary courts and Magistrates should not he allowed to do this. The 
Hon'ble Minister should also take into consideration the possihilties of extra 
expenditure on tins score. I do not know the word very properly, hut a 
tribunal consisting of three judgt- seem** to he etymologically reasonable, but 
a tribunal of one will, if the lawyer* for defence and prosecutiou wish to 
delay, he hound to carry on in the old manner and -pint. He may he able 
to tell the judge to burn on. but 1 do not think he ha* power to tell the 
lawyers that they should al-o hurry up. I personally tee! that the delays 
to which we have got accustomed were due more to certain political 
influences In case* betore the -penal tribunals thing* ha\e hung on and on 
— in one cu*e especially foi over two year- and in the other perhaps for over 
one \epr. Now I do not know what remedy the Hon’ble Minister will had 
to save time 

Another point whnli I would like him to explain to us i* whether this 
tribunal, he i* trying to e*tahli*h tonight, will he of a teinpoiary nature or 
will he a permanent part of the system of administration of justice in West 
Bengal because, as he '•old. due to efflux of time it i* difficult to evidence 
and to get witne— 1 ».*. Would tin* tribunal judge only such case* as have 
occurred in the past, of a particular character and of a particular type or this 
tribunal will he one more addition to the many magistrate-* and court* that 
are administering justice m W est Bengal todav !" My own feeling i* that it 
the department had gone more caretullv into tin- working hour* of the 
Judges and Magistrates and to the maiiv lar associations and then members 
to help Government *ave time, to help the whole adimiii-tiatron to get justice 
done in the quickest po-sibb* tune, he would have been aide to innuome not 
administratively hut perlmp* morally member- of the legal profession not to 
prolong their tn*k before the Mugi-trute- If he is unable to do so. my feel- 
ing i> that the objective he ha* before hi* mind will not he achieved, find 
therefore I would suggest to him through you. Sir to hold this Bill hack, to 
try and see whether there are other mean* of saving trine in the prosecution 
of the.se i a*e* and save u* even H* ohlt or whatever be the salary of the 
Judges of this tribunal. Secondly. Sir. tin* Bill, from the little that the 
Hon'ble Minister has told u*. iai-e* a constitutional point in the sense that 
it wa* not the Government of West Bengal that thought of thi* tribunal. It 
is an encroachment on proVmci.il autonomy when tin* Government of India 
^okes its nose into subjects which belong to a local Government. The West 
lien gal did oppose one or two method* whnh the Government of India had 
suggested but the Hon'ble Minister cannot get out of the fact that the initia- 
tive came not through the Cabinet room of West Bengal but through a 
higher source. If this method is encouraged, then I am inclined to the view 
that mauv more instances may occur and the Hon’ble Ministers of the 
Council of Ministers of West Bengal, may merely become the tool- of 
people outride Bengal. For these reason*. Sir, I would repeat my sugges- 
tions to the Hon'ble Minister to wait and to try and find out other means 
of administering justice in tbe*e special case* and save us whatever expen- 
diture the present Bill may involve. 

<The House was then adjourned for fifteen rut nut -* » 

{ . 1 ftrr adjournment .} 

$ri 4. C. GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir. my honourable friend represent- 
ing the Muslim Chamber of Commerce, whom I do not find here now, has 
complained of an inroad by the Central Government into provincial 
6 
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matters, little knowing that not only it is not an inroad but it is a recog- 
nition by the Central Government that the Provincial Government can 
alone constitute courts because the constitution of courts is in the Provin- 
cial Legislative List. They have, therefore, anted the Provincial Govern- 
ment to constitute the courts to try the cases of corruption. The entire 
expenses again are borne by the Central Government and my learned 
friend’s apprehension that it will mean an additional financial burden 
upon this piovinee is also without any foundation. 

My honourable friend has next said, why these cases could not be tried 
by the ordinary Magistrates, ft appears that one reason which was put 
forward by the HorCble Minister has entirely escaped his attention and it 
is this. Ordinary Magistrates can inflict a maximum punishment of two 
years and a maximum fine oi IN. 1,01)0. It N 'admitted on all hands, Sir, 
that we ought to award deterrent punishment in then* corruption cases and 
the maximum punishment provided will not meet the ends of justice. There 
is another reason. According to ordinary rule- ot evidence, the onus is 
heavily <>n the prosecution to prove everything against the accused and no 
presumption ran b** made against an accused. You are aware, Sir, that in 
corruption eases one very material evidence is a huge amount of money 
which may be traced in the po'-ev-mn oi the acrimed and which the ordi- 
nary honest means of livelihood cannot explain. It is, therefore, necessary 
that in ordet to make effective trials of corruption cases, a special rule of 
evidence should be provided and that has been done, viz., that when an 
accused is found in possesion ot an extraordinary' amount ut money, the 
prosecution will not ha\e to pru\r that that money is ill-gotten, but there 
will he presumption until the accused can rebut it. 1 supjm.se everyone in 
this House will admit that it is absolutely necessary to have such a provi- 
sion if we have got to succeed m uicli cases. 

Mv learned friend again said that tribunals arc belter, but we know 
that the Control Government have established two tribunals here- — one 
tribunal has created an unenviable record in protracted trial, I mean that 
tribunal presided over by Mr. Dhavle and the other tribunal has been try- 
ing cases but many cases have been pending. Sir, we all know justice 
delayed is justice denied. Out Government i> trying to provide special 
courts so that special trial may lc held and justice mav b** done and done 
in an effective manner I think it my learned friend wa> here, he would 
have grown wiser when 1 mentiomd these ta< N. all ot which he ignored 
in his speech. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker, 
Sir. I would only point out, utter what ha> been said in reply by mv 
honourable friend Sri J. (\ Gupta, that a query was made as to why* ordi- 
nary courts could not try these wises. Sir, I have got in my possession 
here a list ot no less than ot >uch cases ot the special jmhee establish- 
ment of t lit* Government ot India tor which the establishment ot special 
court is desired In good many of these cases the amount that is involved 
in the fraud would l>c no less than a lakh of rupees and in good many cases 
more than a lakh. If we were to agree to the proposition ot the honourable 
member for the Muslim Chamber of Commerce to have these cases tried in 
an ordinary court, in view of the fact that an ordinary court could not 
inflict a heavier sentence than only one thousand rupees’ fine and two years 
of rigorous imprisonment, it would In* indeed from the trading point of 
view a profitable proposition to get away with a lakh of rupees and then 
after a trial — protracted trial at that — to have to pay no more than one 
thousand rupees’ tine. Government has got no intention of allowing such 
crimes to be profitable on any account and therefore power is sought to be 
taken with a view to enable a special court to inflict a heavy and adequate 
sentence in such cases. That. I think, would explain the necessity for 
special powers with regard to sentence and if my honourable friend oppo- 
site who had spoken had been here, I am sure he would have agreed with 
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this point of vic\\. and as for tin* question of expenses I confirm what hu* 
already been -aid in giving inhumation by Sri «). C. Gupta that it has 
already been arranged and it is already the praetire that the I eminent 
of India pays for the expenses of the special courts or tribunals of this 
nature which try mainly Government of .India's cases. And also* Sir, ali 
expenses are borne b\ the Government of India The reply has already 
been given with regard to the object mn that since it was the Government of 
India's surest not it was an inroad on the powers ot the Provincial Gov- 
ernment. On the contrary, it is a recognition <d the fact that even if the 
Government of India case- art* to be tried within this province, the Gov- 
ernment of India could not constitutionally have a parallel judii uirv set 
up in order to try eases. because tlm-e ea-e- an* instituted bv tin* Govern- 
ment of India’s special police e-taldi-hiuent . Therefore it tails on the Pro- 
\inciai Governrtient which is the sole authority tor the purpose of consti- 
tuting courts to legi-lutc adequately. *<« that courts uuder the powers of 
provim ial legislation could be established, which might deal with such 
tasc". 1 am sorry, Sii, that what I had made clear at the outset of nijr 
observation- when moving my motion escaped the honourable members 
attention, and I regret that he is not here. I hope that the facts which I 
have given will sat My everyone of the points of objection which were 
raided. 

With th*‘se wni'ils. Sir. I again c iji'mciul my motion to the acceptance 
ot the House. 

-The motion ot the lloii'bh* Sm Niliarcndu Dutt-Mu/miidnr that the 
West 1 It* ii gal ( 'laiiiiui I, aw Amendment ('special ( ousts* ltd!. 1 H I ! t . he 
taken into consideration wa- then put and agreed to. 


( ItlU't I. 

The f|Uistion th.it cl iu-c 1 do -tarn! part o! the Hill, wa- then put and 
iurreed to.. 

( hnn, ! 

8r v D. N. MUKHERJ1 : >ir. 1 he » to move that in clause i.\ in line •’», 
aftci the woids “for -ui h aiea the vvmi!- “and to -it a* -ueh place he 
in.-ei ted. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : I n . pt it u < it 

liurihe- the intention and purpose ot t!.** chiu-**. 

The motion wa- then put and agreed to 

The tjue-tion that < lail-e J. as amended. do -land part ot the Hill, was 
t Lrii put and agreed to. 

f htU'i ■ •/. 

The question that clause d do stand part of tin* Hill was then put and 
agreed to. 

( Unt'i' 

The question that clause 4 do .stand part of the Hill wa- then put and 
agreed tc. 

Cldusi o. 

The question that clause r » do stand part of the Hill was then put and 
agreed to. 

t hi use 6. 

The question that clause fj do stand part o i the Bill was then put and 

agreed to. 
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Clause 7. 

The question that clause 7 do stand pait of the Bill was then put ami 
•greed to. 

( hi me v . 

The queMion that clause ,H do stand part ot the Bill was then put and 
agreed t<>. 

( lau < U 

Tht* que-tum that eiaii-e 9 do stand putt oi the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Claim l f l. 

Thu que-t lun that i Iuum* in do stand part ot the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause IL 

The question that (dati-e 11 do stand part u: tin* Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

( lau't PC 

The que^ion that < iau-e l'J do 'land part <» 1 ihe Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

belied nh 

The question that the Schedule do Maud part ot tir* Bill then put 

and agreed to 

Preamble. 

The question that the Preamble do Maud part ot the Bill then put 

and agreed to. 

The Hon’bte Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-M AZUMD AR : Sir. I beg t > 
move that the West Bengal Criminal Law Amendment ^Special (Vuiim 
B ill, 1949, a> >ettled in the Assembly . be parsed 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The West Bengal District Boards (Amendment) Bill, 1949. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir. 1 beg to iutrodm e 
the West Bengal District Boards < Amendment » Bill. 1949. 

(The Secretary then read the short title ot the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir. I beg to move that 
the West Bengal District Boards < Amendment) Bill. 1941), be taken into 
consideration. 

Sir, the Bill has been circulated. The objects and reasons for which the 
Bill has been brought forward have also been mentioned in the Statement 
of Objects and Reasons of the Bill. When the new districts of Xadin, 
Jalpaiguri, West Dinajpur and Malda were formed as a result of the 
Rttdelift’e Award, the Provincial Government set up district boards in these 
four districts by .appointing all the members under the West Bengal 
District Boards* Act, 1947. '•Though the maximum period for which the 
eaid district boards constituted bv appointed members might function was 
fixed at two years under the said Act, no provision was made in the Act 
for reconstitution of the boards by electiou according to the provisions of 
the Bengal Local Self-Government Act of ISSo at the end of that period. 
This was an omission and the present Bill is intended to make good the 
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aforesaid omi««iou au*l to empowci the Pro vine ial Government to extend 
the term of office of the present members of the said district boards by six 
months beyond the maximum period ot two year*. as the extension ot the 
t trill of the present boards for this peiiod is necessary for holding: elections 
lor the purpose of reconstituting ol the boards after the proposed amend* 
meat of the Act. Sir. it is necessary that there should be a modification or 
amendment ot the We«t Bengal District Boards Act of 1947 . because, ns 
1 have just indicated, all these tour districts of Nadia, dalpaiguri, West 
Dmajpur and Malda have beeu newly formed, and there was no provision 
tor reconstitution of the distnet hoards b\ an elect iou aitei the period of 
appointed member* has olap*ed. That w as necessary but \\v could nut do it 
until we have also altered the luovi^ion of the Local Selt-Government Act 
as ha* been proposed Iv no* and i* coming toi discussion before the House 
presently. I lit il that was done it was not possible to lodd tin* election and 
< rdinarily the proposition tor election takes a period ot I'd months from the 
time the publication of the Rule* under the Act ha* been made with 
regard to a particular ana The present appointed nnmheis will iiuisU 
their term m August 1 94** . hardly b months oi *• month* are left over for 
this purpose Ordinarily t!o* turn* whu-h is taken tor final publication of 
the rub* l* about a month and a halt; the time that might elapse accord* 
mg to the Act tor final publu.ttion and before the picpniatton of the elec- 
Heal roll is three months, time required for t lit* prep. nation ot electoral 
loll i* five Mouths and time required to hold the election is about two 
months and tin,* required bn ret oiistitution ot the Board alter ele« tion has 
be*-u held i* ab.oit half a month or three wei k* The total pound is about 
Id in Therefore the other provision m the Bill which i* put before 

the House i* to lin Tease the piliod ot a]ipointed member* by * 1 \ months so 
’hat ly Eel ni ary E f ’*b »he election enubl be bcid according to the piowtuonfl 
i t the Bengal Local Srlf-< to\ eminent Act of l>So 

The motion of the Ilon’bh Dr. Bidhaii Cliamlia Roy that the West 
Bengii 1 ) , * r i n t Boards ■ Amendment i Bill. 19 4*1 be mm n mm r.modera- 
t *>•* w * put and i greed to 

f hz'/*t' J. 

I he q’ ,u ;:iiij ‘hat elan*e 1 do -tarn! par? of the BJ1 was pat and 
a- TO. 


The question that i iau*« d do *tand j*ait fit the Bill was put and 
MJleed to. 




< J. 



The q nation that 

< htu*e 

! do *t;ui*l p.ut ot 

tin* Hi 1 f w a* put ,i 

■mi agieed to. 



prt O hft . 



The qu* *tmn ti.a 

t tin* l’i 

icanib e do stand 

par t of the Bill 

was put and 


agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAH CHANDRA ROY: I beg to move that the 
West Bengal I)i*trict Board* « Amendment » Bill, 1949. a* settled m the 
Assembly be passed 

Tbe motion vva* put and agreed t<>. 


The West Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1049. 

The Hon’bfe Dr. BIDHAH CHANDRA ROY: I beg to intro in r the 
West Bengal Local Self-Government . Amendment ♦ Bill. 1949. 
qThe Secretary then reud*tbe short title ot the Hi 11 1 . 
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The Hon'ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I be? to move that the 
Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1949, he taken 
into consideration. 

The Bill ha* been circulated and in the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons it is stated that the election of members of district boards in die»- 
where local boards have been abolished is provided for in sections 
t %*A, 4fiC and 40 D of the Bengal Local .Self-Government Act of 1885. 
Jim where there lias been no local board formed, there the difficulty has 
ariseu and in tiie olden days the Government chose to nominate individuals 
to represent the areas not covered b\ the local boards. I particularly refer 
to three thanas in the* Jalp.iiguri ' district which have gone unrepresented 
from the date on which the local boards have been abolished because pre- 
vious to that action of the Gowrnment of West Bengal these areas were 
represented by nomination of members to the distiiet boards. These areas 
weie represented by appointed members. I’nfortunateh the provision in 
the Bengal Local Self-Government Act sa\s that if there is an area where 
a local board had been functioning and had been sending members to 
district boards is abolished umlei section 4(>A the members of the local 
board shall \ acute their offices and thereupon such proportion of the mem- 
bers of district boards as the Lnnineial Government may from time to 
time direct shall Ik* elected b\ the persons entitled to vote under section 
in tin* area which was under the authority of the local board at the 
time of abolition. That was with reference to Jalpaiguii. But there are 
areas which were never under the local board anil therefore do not today 
enjoy any repieseniution. On the othei hand, it was also felt that the 
district boards of Xadiu, West Diiummr and Malda winch had been recons- 
tituted after the RadclifVe Award also would suftei from the same 
disability until this Act is amended because there local boards have not 
been formed. Those districts are being administered bv appointed mem- 
bers. As soon as the time for election umies on. according to the provi- 
sions ol the Act which lias just now been accepted by the House, I mean 
the West Bengal Distiiet Boards (Amendment) Bill. 194b. there would be 
no arrangements for election m these three districts which haw no local 
boards under tin* provisions of the present Act unless the provision^ of this 
Act are accepted by tin* Assembly and it would lie difficult to hold any 
election. Therefore 1 have put this amending Bill before the House which 
gives us the nature of the qualification* of voters of district boards in areas 
•where no local boards have been established and qualification t or election 
as a member of a district board in areas where no local boards have been 
established and the amending Bill which I haw put before the House is 
for the purpose of enabling these four districts to form their own district 
boaiiL < onsisting of elected members where today no local boards are 
functioning. With these words I commend my amending Bill tor the 
neetptai.ee of tin* House. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Dr. Bidhan Chandra Boy that the W~est 
Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill. 1919. be taken into 
consideration wa^ then put and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 do stand part of the Bill wa< put and agreed to. 

Jllau*c 

The question that clause * do stand part of the Bill wa< put and a need to. 

danse Z. 

The question that clause 4 do stand part of the Bill was put and agreed to. 
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Clouse 4 . 

The question that clause 4 do stand part of the Bill was put and agreed to. 

Preamhh . 

The question that the Preamble do >tuml part of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY : I mine that the West 
Bengal Local Self-Government ( Ameudmout > Bill, 1949, as settled m the 
Assembly be pa -sod. 

The motion was then put and ngtced to. 


Adjournment. 

The House then adjourned at *»-’• p.m. till 4 join, on Thursday, 
the 20th January. 1040. at the A^eiiiblv Houm\ Calcutta 
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Proceedings of the Weit Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935, as 
adapted. 

Tat Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
January, 1949, at 4 p.m. 


Present : 

Mr Speaker (the Hou'lde Sri I -war I)as Jalan | in the Chair, 9 Hon'ble 
Minister s and oS mem her**. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral an»wer was given) 

Ejectment of paiks from chakran lands in the district of Malda. 

•16. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANER4I:«/) Will the Hon hie 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department he pleaded to state whether 
it is a iaet that in the district of Malda some zamindais are ejecting their 
pads and motuhih (servants) from their chakran ztwjir lands and settling 
these lands to third parties l>v taking high nazarana or salami in apprehen- 
sion of abolition of Permanent Settlement 

(h< If the answer to («) is m the aflirmatne. will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state the actual number of such ejected tenants r 

(r) Will t lie Hon'hic Minister he pleased to state the number of persons 
thus ejected who belonged to Scheduled Caste and Ilarijan community!" 

(d) Whether it is a fact that the matter has been drawn to the notice 
of the llon hle Minister in charge by the President, Malda Distiict Congress 
( onumttee, for cmjuin and necessary action'" 

(V» Will tin* Government consider the desirability of taking steps for 
Mopping such transfer of tenancies y 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble 8ri Bimal Chandra Sinha): Cm Reports have been received that 
a certain number of pads and other servants have been ejected from their 
chakran lands hv the zamindars, whose purpose, kowt*\er, is not known to 
(2 ('vernment. 

(M Two hundred and seventy. 

(e) Some of the persons ejected belong to the Scheduled Caste community. 

(d) Yes, 

(c) Government have taken necessary action. 

Sri CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI: wftfap tpj »rn?, jntrrc 

ft iit ca (e) 5 ! Sum “Government have takt n necessary action” — ft stcti 

ww vtatw* r 

Th« Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA*. Government have sent 
instructions to the officers that ^rhere the people affected belong to the 
aboriginal classes, the Magistrate should exercise strictest superintendence 
and should not, except in very justified cases, $?ive permission for the 
transfer of lands from the aboriginals to non-aboriginals. Secondly, where 
the aboriginal people are Wing evicted, the Magistrate has also been asked 
to give them such legal help as is permissible to them under the scheme of 
legal assistance. In other cases where aboriginals are not involved, I 
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personally addressed the landlords of the district when I was touring the 
district this month and I have impressed upon them that thev should £0 
slow in their own interest and they have agreed that thev will not evict 
the tenants outright but would give them some portion of the land while 
resuming the rest where the people have ceased to give them service, 

Sri CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI : iltarro f* cn jst 

cwr^ tmi T9t5 nw Bengal Tenancy Act nttin* w tT^nwa, *n tc* 4t cn 

’tvs trti wmi* rnrtf tt* *nn vtfhit sn i 

Tha Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: I om afraid it is not 
possible to have any legislation at the present moment because a tenancy 
under section 181 of the Bengal Tenancy Act is in the nature of a contractual 
tenancy and if one party fails to perform his part of the contract, there in 
no reason why the other party should he penalised for that 

8ri CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI: vfhrrttr st rm cwra nw fVj fw 

sn, cwwirw it* w-i c * v * services* ai ; w ci 

FTF* tP^ Ttr* g-msw *t‘*« wt* w-n cu rate «rc* cnfro*?t :n <nw»i t 

The Hon’ble 8ri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: 1 think it is a bigger 

question It cannot he answered in this context because that involve* 
essentially the reform of the land s\stom as a whole. Moreover, m many 
cases the tenants themselves lane -hitted to other places and it in not 
posable for them to continue there and take lands in settlement 

8ri CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI: irfhirfu fa zt faro 

^ wtfn T3Ti tni fa iq uri ■nftru s* in wuh vm? 

wausn irm* y «rfa *:*. firm ;trt>r7i csro i 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: 1 haw tm rej>orf that 

-mb evictions aie tak.ng place in other districts Even in the district of 
Malda onl\ some portions of the two thnnas .tie affected and 1 do not think 
•that this question uin be dealt with except m the context of the* Land 
tefoiiu as a whole. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answer* to which were laid on the table) 

Nominated buyers for procurement of cloth, 

S. Sri BA8ANTLAL MURARKA: Wi l the Hon hie Minister 

m charge ut the Tivil Supplies Department le pleased to state if it in a 
fact — 

(m that ermnent-iioimnated agents for procurement of cotton 
textiles ha\e been allowed in the first instance the margin of 
15 j**r cent, over ex-Bengal null- pnee and later ]0 per ceut. ; 
in) that during former textile control jiermd the margin allowed to such 
agents was 10 per cent only in* hiding 0 t>ei cent, quota holder** 
margin of profit leaving 7 j**r rent, to the procurement agent*; 
and 

uu) that quota-holders’ share in the margin was not taken into considera- 
tion when Government allowed 15 j>er <ent. or 10 ]>ei <ent. to the 
procurement agents? 

(5) If the answer to (at is in the affirmative, will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state the object of Government in enhancing the margin of 
profits to the procurement agent*? 
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Will the Ilnn’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any tender 
was called for appointment of procurement agents? 

MINI8TER in charge of the CIVIL 8UPPLIE8 DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon'ble Sri Prafulla Chandra Sen): (a)(i) Nominated buyers for 
procurement of cloth in June, 1948, during the period of decontrol were 
allowed the margin of 15 per cent, in the first instance; in July the margin 
was reduced to 10 per cent. 

( ii) and (Hi) Yee. 

(/>) During the period of decontrol cloth was selling at abnormally high 
prices which were 50 per cent, to 100 per cent, over the ex-mill price and 
Government accordingly decided to get some cloth procured through nomi- 
nated buyers and sold at a much lesser margin which was first fixed at 
15 per cent, in consultation with the nominated buyers in view of the 
increased transport and handling charges and then reduced to 10 per cent, 
after further scrutiny of the expenses involved. The question of enhancing 
the margin from 7 ]>er cent, to 15 per cent, or 10 per cent, is not relevant, 
ns the parties and the conditions were not the same. 

(r) Applications were invited by an advertisement in the Press in the 
latter part of June, 1948, for appointment of procurement agents in July, 
1948. 

8ri BIMAL COMAR CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what percentage by way of margin would cover the cost of these 
nominated agents? 

The Hon'ble 8ri PRAFULLA CHANDRA 8EN : 0 to 7 per cent. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the llon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state if he had set up any machinery to see that these nominated agents 
•old cloth at the desired prices? 

The Hon'ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: T he nominated buyers 
are selling at the desired rates. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it has not been brought to his notice that many of the agents 
had sold cloth at a much higher price than they should have sold them at? 

The Hon'ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: Not after the control 
was reimposed. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state what the position was before the control was reimposed? 

The Hon'ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: When there was 
decontrol, the question of controlling prices b\ Government did not arise. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state, in view of what he has stated in the answer that the reasou why 
certain persons were designated as nominated buyers was that they would 
be selling at a much lower price than the prevailing market price, whether 
it was not desirable that Government should have some sort of control over 
the selling prices? 

The Hon'ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: It is no use going into 
post mortem. 

Sri 6* C. CUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in view of the 
high price of yarn the cottage handloom weavers are experiencing difficulty 
and t nose who used yarn for the purpose of manufacturing belting, etc., 
find it difficult to compete with foreign beltings? 
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Th* Hon’bto Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: This .npplwuoutarv 
question does not arise out of it. 

Sri J. C« CU^TA: I submit that is for the Chair to decide. Sri 
Baaantial Murarka s question i> about the textile control. Yarn wines 
witnin textiles. 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA 8EN: Th«* .jue.tion of Sri 
Unnsaiitlal Murarka arises out ot the rotton textile control, lmt 1 mav 
tell the konou table member that textile. tar .is vain was loncenied, was 
not under control then, ibis question lehites to a peiiod when there was 
decontrol. 


Newly selected appointed retailers at Darjeeling. 

9. Sri BASANTLAL MURARKA: o/i A\ i ! 1 the iloii Me Minister in 
charge of the ( ml Supplies Depaitment in* pleaded to Mate whether it is i 
fact that the inwn Rationing Mlhcei. Daijeeiiug, invited applications in the 
juescribed form for Food Ration shops b\ 5th Apul. RMS, latest irom bona 
ft(i€ tiaiier s m foodgiains including' ru-opeietivo stole, s registered under tho 
Co-operative Societies Act r 

(h) If so, will t lie lloii’blc Minister he pleased to state — 

(0 whether the new 1\ selected 1 ’» appointed letnilers are h"mi }uic 
traders and fulfil the icquiiement s ot the prescribed application 
form ; 

(//) whether the hood Ad\;s«»i\ ( eiminin •>, Dai jeeling. mid tlie Ration 
Dealers Association. D.u ; o**! i tti» . were consulted in this matte!; 
and 

(m i if not , w hy not ? 

( r ' M lli the 1 1 < *1 1 hie Minister lit* pleased t * st * t «* whether tin* reports ot 
the 111 spot tol or Su!i-1 nspeetur deputed h>l the purpose w el e verified b\ the 
Town Rationing IMhroi or tlo- A^ot.mt Rationing’ U:lu er, Darjeeling, so 
far as thev lelate to the m-vvlv appointed retailei - *■ 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: (a) Yes, this was done 
in accordance with a Cabinet decision to replace such ration dealeis un were 
found to be indulging in malprar tires <u were ..theiwi.se umh*siralde. 

(h) ( i ) The newly selected 15 appointed retailers are all bona fuie 
tradesmen. Some of them, however, did not pieviousK deal in ain rationed 
foodgraius, and do not fulfil conditions \ and 5 of the prescribed application 
form relating to previous experience in the retail trade of food, Imuwuso 
in tlie rationed areas jhtsoiis other than the appointed retailers and 
wholesalers under the Bengal Rationing Order, RMd, are not allowed to deal 
m rationed food grains. The} weie selei led as no other dealers fulfilling all 
the conditions were available. 

(it) No. 

(m) The Advisorv Committee, Darjeeling, was not functioning in the 
rationed area at the time when the selections were made. 

(r) Yes. As many as 05 candidate-, w ho applied for the Rood Ration Shops 
were interviewed by the Ihqmtv C -miuisshueu . Darjeeling, in 5 hatches 
ami out of them 15 were selected hy him uft»*r the interview. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I tabled an 
adjournment motion which, I find, has very kindly been consented to by 
you. Sir. may I now proceed to move my adjournment motion? 
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Mr, BREAKER: Tim short statement writh regard to the adjournment 
motion to which I have given my consent is as follows:— 

It is reported that on rhe I9th the students gathered near the Police 
Morgue to request the authorities to hand over to them the dead body of a 
student who had died as a result of Tuesday’s police firing. The police 
went into action against the students with tear gas shells, lathis and rifle? 
resulting in the death ot five students and injuries to many more. 

Ih there any objection to this adjournment motion*' 

(There was no objection.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER, It theie he no objection, 1 have to fix the time. 

Sri D. N, MUKHERJI : Sir, may i request, as the Leader ot the Hovme 
is not present, would you mind fixing it up for tomorrow ? 

Janab ABUL HA8HEM : Sir, we would have no objection to post- 
poning tlrt* discussion till tomorrow it the Chief Whip of the Government 
Party could pioduce some real, tangible and understandable reasons for 
that Mere absence of the Leader of the House is no reason win discus- 
sion .should he postponed lill tomorrow This will start a very bad piece- 
dent. In future even matter will thus be disposed of on the plea of absence 
of this M'nister or that Minister It is, Sir, the business ot the Leader 
of the House to he present during the session and it can he safely presumed 
that it he on any iriound lemiun* absent, then his representative would 
carry on the business on hm heh.tli. Thereioie. Sii, we sonously object to 
postponing the discus-nm till tomonow ,is there is no valid reason tor that. 

8ri D. N. MUKHERJI: Sn. I have heaid what Janab Alntl Ilashem 
has said I have just learnt that the Leader ot the Home has gone out ju 
order to be well-posted with tails, >o that he will he aide to place before the 
House all the details, and the Opposition may lie satisfied with his .state- 
ment and may not continue discussion on ihi.s subject at all 1 would, 
therefore, leanest you to put off disi u*m<hi till tomorrow. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Sn, ma\ l make ui\ •mbmis-iou ? 
The situation, as you at** aware, has already become desperate lhe 
situation is di.ftimr It anything constructive emerges out ot tins dis- 
cussion on this adjournment motion, it may help Government to tackle the 
situation. Ins’ead ot p istpotuug the matter which has already become very 
desperate and grave, we should protecd with the adjournment motion, so 
that we may evolve .something definite to advise Government as to how to 
proceed. 

Tht Hon'ble 8ri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : Sir. 1 do not 
see any point ,u discussing this question ot fixing the time. Only the 
lion' hie the Leader of ;he House who has been dealing with this matter 
and posting himself up with tacts is a bit delayed, and when (foverument 
has no objection to an adjournment motion it has been the practice for the 
Ilou’ble Speaker m this House to fix a time which would suit ’mutual 
convenience. It is tar from the intention of Government, Sir. to deprive 
this House ot any opportunity of the fullest discussion. In fact, it is their 
iutenliou to help the llou>e in getting full facts of a situation which has 
arisen. It is requested that you may be pleased to fix a time in mutual 
convenience as suggested by the Government Whip, so that fullest justice 
may he done to the cause of discussion. I hone. Sir, that in view of thisfr 
the honourable meml»ejs ,,f the Opposition will not disagree, and I hardly 
think it is fair to the Government to suggest that there was any attempt to 
put off discussion. 

^At this stage the Leader of the House entered the Chamber.) 
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On the contrary a.s the Leader of the House has arrived now, he can 
apeak for himself and give facts without which discussion would perhaps be 
in thin air. 

Jrntab ABUL HA8HEM: The only objection that the Leader of the 
House was not present is no more in existence. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The question is what time should be fixed. 

Jinab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Now that the Hou'ble the Leader of 
the House has come here. 1 do not thiuk there should l»e any objection 
from the Government Benches to our proceeding with the adjournment 
motion here and now. 

The Hon’ble Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir. I am thankful to 
Mr. Khudu Bukhsh for having given us this opportunity of putting the case 
betore the IIoum*. The .subject that he has raised in his notice of motion 
Ls the question of police action resulting in the death ot five persons and 
injuries to several others 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The question befoiv the llou>e is the fixing of tune. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sii I will just tell you 
why discussion should he postponed till tomoriow You expect me to make 
a statefaeut of the particular point-* that ha\e been raised, and 1 suggest 
that the tir-t hour tomorrow afteitnsm ni;»\ be taken up tor this reason 
when 1 shall be m a better position to give all the details winch I am waiting 
to get. I !*hall be very hupp\ if Luiab Kliuda Bukhsh gives me the opportu- 
nity ot putting the case in the proper hum. Therefore, l suggest to you, Sir, 
that the matter uu\ he i>ostpoued till tiist thing tomorrow 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Af ter the statement oi the Loader of the House that 
he wants to be posted with ta< ts. I think then* will be no objection on the 
part of the Opposition 

(There was no objection. * 

I fix tomorrow ju^t after question bout lor dis< u^-bui ot thi- adjournment 
motion. 


GOVERNMENT BILL*. 

The Calcutta Thika Tenancy Bill, 1849. 

The Hon’ble 8ri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir. I beg to introduce 
the Calcutta Thika Tenancy Bill, 1949. 

(The Secretary then read the sh»<rt title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble 8ri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, l beg to move that 
the Calcutta Thika Tenancy Bill, 1949, he taken into consideration. 

Sir, in moving the consideration motion of the Calcutta Thika Tenancy 
Bill, 1949, 1 think I should give a detailed explanation of the circumstances 
which necessitated promulgation of the Calcutta Thika Tenancy Ordinance 
and formulation of the present measure. *The thika tenants of Calcutta) 
bustce* have presented a problem for many years. It has been brought to; 
the notice of Government that owing to heavy pressure of population iu< 
Calcutta there was going on a steady eviction of the buth'e tenants oC 
Calcutta thus leading to- great misery and hardship to the tenants. Thatj 
was why Government was forced to promulgate the Ordinance in order to 
stop the execution of decrees for eviction. That was only a temporary 
measure. Goi'ernment have now come up before the Legislature with a 
substantive Bill regulating the rights and responsibilities of the thika 
lenants and giving them some substantial relief. '■'Sir, the hustce problem! 
baa been one of the most baffling problems of the city and suburbs. Efforts' 
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have been made tram time to time to -solve this problem, but I must confess 
♦that not much headway lias been made »o far. You have in this city large 
breas with sprawling huts where men. women and children live in a most 
insanitary condition. Recently the Government of West Bengal conducted 
L n f.{ i( |U]ry into the living condition in the bustees of Calcutta and Howrah.* 
^1,., enquiry report is in the pren and will be published in about a week's 
time. I would, however, like to give this House a briet outline of some of 
the main results of the enquiry. The enquiry which was conducted on 
pimple survey method and was confined to JO per cent, of the busters in 
Calcutta, though at present the result of 5 per cent, only has been collected. 
Thcie are at the present moment 4. ‘171 hustus recorded in the books of the 
Calcutta Corporation. Thc*c hunters are generally inhabited by two classes 
of people — th tin tenants and their hha ratios. 

/ The u*ual pattern is that the thila tenant takes the land in settlement 
trom the landlord, sets up Hie .structures and lets out those structures to 
hhaeatms , in some eases reserving a portion for himselt. Where the thiLa 
tenant himself resides, the density of population is geneiullv 2 b per cent, 
per room; where they have been let out to bh/iratms , the average density of 
person* per room is 88. (M the total number of tenements 923 per cent, 
are one-roomed, b\8 per cent, are two-roomed and 191 jeer cent, are more 
than two-roomed. The average annual ground rent lor a hustee is Rs. 89 2 
and the average quarterly tax is Rs. OS*]. For a hut the amotfnts are 
JG. 14*71 and Rs. 11 14, respectively. For a room the figure^ work out to 
be Rs. I S and Us. I -‘Mi per year lespectiveh . The rent paid by hharatius 
to the* thila, tenants works out, at Rs. 7 97 per month <*r Rs. 7 38 per room 
per month. It is found that the thila tenant holds the land sometimes 
under registered leases which is 299 per cent, of the total sometimes by 
unregistered documents which is tb 3 per cent, and sometime.* by oral 
agreement which is 24 S per cent. The percentage ot tenants affected by 
cases where eviction proceedings have been instituted or completed i* 0 let 
per cent. Amongst the thila tenant.* 2 1 ? pir cent, has income of les* than 
Its. oil peT month, 38 per cent, has income between b() and 100 pt-r month 
while 3b per cent has inr me of more than Us. JlOO per month. Ot these 
;t(i per cent, about 81 per tent, lias a monthly income of Us. b(M) or more. 
Amongst the bharatias 42T were found to have income* of U*. b0 or le-^ per 
month; 824 per cent, were touml to have incomes between bt) and R*. 100 
per me. nth. 

Sir, from tin* picture I have tried to give in brief of the conditions in the 
busters, two tacts become absolutely ileai.- Fir*t, the hustee people live 
in a condition which demands immediate improvement. Secondly, the 
| tin kn tenants, namely. tlio*e persons who have taken the lands from the 
1 landlords and have set up structures and let out those structures to bharatias , 
isuch thtka tenants are in a much better condition than t lie hharatius them- 
| selves. Sir. i have no hesitation in my mind that it i* unwise to allow these 
' hustres to continue m this condition tor ever. These bustees have been the 
, breeding eenties of epidemic ill health and constitute a menace to the city's 
isocial, civic and health problems. From the point of view of housing condi- 
tions it is inconceivable that large parts of laud will be occupied by a few 
,huts affording accommodation only to a few people where a very large number 
of persous could be accommodated it proper housing schemes could have 
been given effect to. The Government are therefore anxious that the sooner 
these bustees are replaced by proper houses for different categories of people 
of varying income groups, the better it is for thg persons residing in these 
; tenements as also for the city as a whole. Rending successful implementa- 
tion of such a scheme, Government was of opinion that so long aa the hustee 
system continues there would be* no point in allowing one resident of the 
hustee to be evicted only to be replaced by a similar person. After partition 
even the middle class families who are not accustomed to reside in the 
bustees have been forced to occupy the bustees and live there for want of 
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better accommodation. Sir, with the heavy pressure of population and 
heavy increase in the price of land it is only natural that there would be a 
tendency to evict the occupants or to get from them high rent and salami. 
The Government therefore have thought it necessary to bring forward this \ 
measure to regulate the rights and liabilities of the tbtka tenants till the jV 
larger question of removing the busters altogether can be properly given I 
effect to. 

Sir, I need not go into the provisions of the Hill in detail. T believe 
honourable members have already looked into the draft of the Non-Agrioul- 
tural Tenancy Hill and this Hill makes similar provision for the tlnka 
tenants. In framing this Hill the improvement of buster conditions ha* 
been kept in view. There are provisions for regulating the rate of rents 
and for preventing ejectment except on certain grounds. VSir, on the 
analogy of the Rent Control Act a provision has been made that it a thikrt 
tenant dot's not reside himself or does not occupy the major portion of the 
land then the thika tenant will no longer he tile tenant and the bharatui 
will he the direct tenant of the landlord. 

Sir, t hero i.s also provision for deposit of rent in < use oi dispute, provi- 
sion as to how the rent will he increased and how long rent cannot lie 
increased after once there has been an increase and so on Sir, these will 
he taken up as the clauM*** uie examined and I think. Sir, this Hill will 
afford protection to the Cahutta buster tenants) so long as the higgei issue i» 
not taken up in its entire magnitude. 

The motion of the Rouble Sri Himal Chandra Sin ha that tin* Calcutta 
i b t la Tenancy Hill, he taken into consideration was then pul and 

agreed to. 

Clause 1 . 

The question that clause 1 do stand part of the Hill was then put uud 
agreed to. 

Clause li. 

The question that clause 'J do stand part of the Hill was then put ami 
agieed to. 

Clause «>. 


Tike question that t Iause 5 do stand ] 
agieed to. 

( la use i 

The question that clause 4 do stand 
agreed to. 

Clause > 

The question that clause o do stand 
agreed to. 

Clause 

The question that clause b do .stand 
agreed to. 

Clause 

The question that clause 7 do stand 
agreed ter. 

Clause 


it of the Hill was then put aud 

part of the Hill was then put anil 

part of the Hill was then put and 

0 . 

part of the Hill was then put and 
7. 

part of. the Bill was then put and 
S. 


The question that clause 8 do stand part of the Bill was then put aud 
agreed to. 
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Clause 9. 

The question that clause 9 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 10. 

The question that clause 10 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 11. 

The question that clause 11 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 12. 

The question that clause 12 do stand part of the Bill was then put aud 
agreed to. 

( la use 13. 

The question that clause l‘» do stand part of the Bill was then put aud 
agreed to. 

Clause 14. 

The question that clause 14 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

(louse 13. 


The question that clause 10 do >tand part ol the Bill was then put and 
Agreed to. 

(louse Id. 

The question that clause 10 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
Agreed to. 

(louse 17. 

The question that clause IT d<> stand ['art of the Bill was then put and 
Agreed to 

Clause /S. 


The question that clause 
Agreed to. 


IS do stand part ut the Bill was then put and 
(louse 19. 


The question that clause 19 th* stand part of the Bill was then put and 
Agreed to. 

(louse 20. 

The question that clause 20 do stand part ot the Bill was then put and 
Agreed to, 

(louse 21. 


The question that clause 21 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
.agreed to. 


Clause 22. 


The question that clause 5? do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
Agreed to. 


Clause 23. 


The question that clause 2*3 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
Agreed to. 
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Clause 24. 

The question that clause 24 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 26. 

The question that clause 25 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 26. 

The question that clause 26 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 27. 

The question that clause 27 do stand part of the Bill was t]jen put and 
ugreed to. 

Clause 28. 

The question that clause 28 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

('la use 20. 


The question that clause 29 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 30. 


The question that clause 30 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 32. 


The question that clause 61 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 32. 

The question that clause 32 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 33. 


The question that clause 3‘# do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 34. 


The question that clause 34 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Preamble. 


The question that the Preamble do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon'bla Sri BIMAL CHANDRA tINHA: Sir, I beg to move that 
the Calcutta Thika Tenancy Bill, 1949, as settled in the Assembly be passed. 

Sri J# C. GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we must congratulate our Revenue 
Minister fpr enacting this Calcutta Thika Tenancy Bill into an Act as also 
the Act that was passed yesterday. According to the policy of the Congress 
we have got to look to the interest of the poorer people first and foremost, 
I think everybody will admit that these two Bills serve the interest of the 
poorer masses, and it is certainly a matter of congratulation that these two 
Bills have been enacted into law. The House has also to be congratulated 
for the speedy passage of these two Bills. Let us hope that these two Bilb 
will inure to the benefit of the poorer people whom it is intended to benefit# 
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There is only one other class of cases which require the attention of 
the Revenue Minister but no legislation is necessary I mean the khaa 
ibahal tenants. They are under the Government, and I am sure consistent 
with the principle enumerated in this Bill the khaa mahal tenants will also 
receive the help that they deserve. 

Sir, with these words I congratulate the Hon’ble Minister once again. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sri Birnal Chandra Sinha that the Calcutta 
Thika Tenancy Bill, 1949, as settled in the Assembly, be passed, was then 
put and agreed to. 

Tht Corporation of Calcutta (Temporary Supersession) Amendment Bill, 194S. 

The Hon'ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I beg to introduce 
the Corporation of Calcutta (Temporary Supersession) Amendment Bill, 
1949. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I beg to move that 
the Corporation of Calcutta (Temporary Supersession) Amendment Bill, 
1949, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, the members should recall that last year owing to continued deficit 
and maladministration this Assembly considered and passed two Bills: one 
was the question of supersession of the Corporation of Calcutta for a period 
of one year ending on the 31st of March 1949 and the other was the ques- 
tion of investigation into the affairs of the Corporation. The Government 
aooording to the provisions of the Act appointed an Administrator who had 
two main duties to perform apart from other duties which any administrator 
has to perform in tne Corporation, namely, to try and whip up the collec- 
tions in the first instance and secondly to have a reassessment of all the 
Wards of Calcutta in order to find out whether properties in Calcutta were 
being properly assessed. The situation became very critical because 
Government had to advance for the ordinary work of the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion a sum of nearly 50 lakhs of rupees in the year 1947-4$ and at about the 
same time that the Bill was presented before the House last year there was 
a request from the Corporation to give a loan of Rs. 20 lakhs for the year 
1948-49. It is therefore a matter of great congratulation to the Adminis- 
trator and Lis administration that the collections have improved tremen- 
dously compared with the collections for the first three quarters in the years 
1945-46, 1946-47, 1947-48 and 1948-49. (Shaik Mohamad Rafique: What 
was the percentage ? ) The percentage will be calculated after the year is 
over, as my friend Mr. Rafique who had long been in the Corporation, must 
have known. 1 can only give you the figures that stood on 31st December, 
1948, compared to the first three quarters collections in the other three 
years: In the year 1945-46 collection for the first three quarters was 
Its. 1,59,34,300; in the year 1946-47 it was Rs. 1,43,34,400; in the year 

1947- 48 it was Rs. 1,50,15,500 and in the year 1948-49 up to 8lst December 
it was Rs. 1,96,48,399— an appreciation of nearly 46 lakhs over the collec- 
tion of the previous year during the first three quarters. That, I submit 
to the House, is a very great achievement, and it is therefore expected that 
the year will close now without anv further call upon the Government for 
loan. As a matter of fact, of the fo&n of 20 lakhs which they have taken 
they have already returned 5 lakhs to us and they are promising to return 
before the year is over practftally the whole of the loan taken w the year 

1948- 49. Added to this assessment has been made in some of the wards and 
it is going on, and it will take certainly some time before the assessment is 
completed. On the other band the Commission are also carrying on their 
investigation and I have been keeping in close touch with the work of the 
Commission and they have beep taking very peat care not merely to 
suggest the method of stopping abuses in the administration of the 
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Corpwation w»oh as appears to them to be meooable bat alto, il ntreeeerT. 
to oojutier the question of the method of election of the repreaentatirea «| 
the Corporation o r to indicate in what manner, if neoesaary the Aee tmhly 
might consider that the Corporation constitution may be altered ao as t» 
ensure better administration in future and prevent abuses, if r^ ttiblt I 
do not claim that in any human institution abuses can all be cured. If that 
had own ®o» my lawyer friends on my left and my right would have no job 
to work upon. But I am hoping that with a recommendation of the Com* 
mission, if there are any matters which need come before the Assembly for 
enactment, it would be possible for us to consider whether bv such an 
alteration m the composition or constitution of the Corporation the work of 
the Coiporation might go on better. For instance, in the sister Corpora* 
Uons of Madras and Bombay there is an administrator appointed who is 
practically m charge of all collections and assessments and olio in char ge of 
some of the important posts. I cannot tell you all the details because i 
have not studied the whole thing very minutely, but that is again a matter 
which is engaging the attention of the Commission. 

The Commission have intimated to us that they would submit an interim 
report particularly regarding their recommendation on the constitution and 
franchise of all tne people as also the powers of the executive officers, and 
if these recommendations are accepted by the House then it would need a 
change in the Act. Therefore I have come today before you with a pro* 
posaj for increasing the period for the administration of the Corporation 
till 31st March, 1950, so that in the meantime we might have u complete 
picture of what the results of the new assessment would be— on the one 
hand a complete picture as far as possible to find out to wliut extent a better 
system of collection and assessment would increase the income of the 
Corporation, and secondly whether there is any idea as to altering the 
constitution of the Corporation in the interests of the Corporation itself. 

I have very great hopes that if the improvement that has been achieved in 
nine months of this year continues and if the assessment also bo done in a 
manner that will give us a better result at the end of the assessment ymt, 
it may be that the Corporation would again get on to its financial equili- 
brium and probably— I am only giving an estimate— the total income of the 
Corporation would increase by at least a crore a year. 

Therefore, Sir, I have put this case before the House for the purpoee of 
increasing the temporary supersession period of the Corporation up till 
31*t March, 1950, and I have brought this amendment for that purpose. 

daft lb MOi KHUDA BUPCH8H” Mr. Speaker, Sir, we have heard the 
Hon f bit the Minister in charge extolling the administrator and his adminis- 
tration. Sir, it is for him, because he has got his figures, to tell us exactly 
irhere the improvements have been and where the improvements are still to 
be expected. 

Sir, the duties of the administrator are two-fold, chiefly to expedite 
ind — to borrow the phrase used by the Hon’ble Minister — to whip up 
collection, and next is reassessment of holdings. He has been satisfied 
with the work done by the administrator and his administration so far, but 
Sir, when he brought this Bill before the House originally, he, being a 
doctor it naturally came to him, used the simile* that the Corporation is 
diseased and a major operation has to be performed, and I remember, Sir 
to have, to pursue his simile, told him that it is incredible that he proposes 
to keep the patient under anaesthetic for so long a period as 365 days. But 
now, Sir, I Ind that he proposes to prolong the antesthetic by another year 
wd more. 

Sir, I should have been satisfied if I found that the Government were as 
keen in their actions as they profess to be in their words. Sir, what is the 
tans state of the ed mini st n ation in the Corporation? They have appointed 
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m adminis trator who is looking after the administration of the Corporation 
at well as the administration of another body, the Improvement Trust of 
Calcutta. Would it not have been better if tne Government bad been able 
to find their way to appoint an administrator who would have been able to 
devote all his energies, his whole time and his whole resourcefulness to the 
object of clearing up the Augean Stable — the Chorporation to Mr. Siddiqi 
and the Corporation of Calcutta to the rest of us P It is a very sad common* 
tary on the state of administration of this country that a suitable adminis- 
trator could not be found by Government who are so assiduous in their 
search and their attempt to clear up the Corporation, to build it ane# and 
to better the Corporation in all respects, who could devote all his energies 
to the job. Why is it, Sir, that a man has been asked to perform two such 
very important duties? Would the Hon’ble Minister when he makes his 

final speech (The Hon’ble Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy: If I may get )— 

or if somebody else does on his behalf-— explain this because I ask him in 
all earnestness, because we are all interested in the Corporation and we are 
all interested to see that the Corporation should be restored to its former 

g lory and not be superseded and be administered by one person? The 
orporation has had the unique glory of beinff the most autonomous self- 
governing institution in the province but now due to the follies and actions 
or lack of them of the councillors of the Corporation the Government had 
seen it fit and proper to oust them from their seats and take the administra- 
tion in their own hands. But that is not desirable to me as an ordinary 
citizen of Calcutta. I want to see my elected representative function in 
the Corporation of Calcutta and that as soon as possible, and I hope the 
Government will explore all avenues of seeing that this regime of one man 
administration ends as quickly as possible. The time proposed in this 
amending Bill of one year and more is too much. They should certainly 
be able to reduce ^he period and not take one year and three months. 

Sir, I appreciate that a Commission are sitting and they have not yet 
submitted their recommendations to Government. They will be compre- 
hensive and quite exhaustive recommendations, but then, Sir, they also 
should be gingered up and — to use the expression again— whipped up. 
They should be asked to submit their recommendations as quickly as possible 
so that the Corporation could be restored to its former status. 

Sheik MOHAMAD RAFItyUE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, last year when this 
measure came up for discussion the Leader of the House forced the 
Corporation of Calcutta Supersession Pill down our throats against our 
wishes. He told us that if the Corporation was superseded and if an 
Administrator was appointed, a miracle would happen. The administration 
of the Corporation will improve, corruption will be eradicated and more 
amenities will be available. Early last year when another similar measure 
came up we were told that the Bill was meant for investigation also. The 
Act will be so amended as to bring improvement in the administration of 
the Calcutta Corporation. Sir, I will take these two matters separately. 

Coming to the Corporation Commission, I would like to know how many 
sittings this Commission had since the day they were appointed. You will 
be surprised to hear, Sir, that Government has spent enormous sums in 
setting up this Commission — sums which could perhaps have improved 
•ome of the streets of Calcutta and alleviate the suffering of the citizen of 
this great city. You will be surprised to learn, Sir, that this Commission 
bad very few sittings — mtt even two a week, and they have not yet 
submitted any report. We Sn this House who have spent good money of 
the tax payers are entitled to have at least some interim report from this 
Commission. I think the Leader of the House must have realised before 
coming to this House that for extension of time this House deserved at 
least some report from the Commission, admitting that the Congress is the 
absolute majority and opposition is nominal. We do not want the whole 
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report but at least some report on some problems or on some works of the 
Corporation could be given for our guidanoe, but no report of that bind baa 
been given to us for reasons which are obvious. 

Sir, much has been made of the general revaluation of the entire City 
of Calcutta. My friend Sri Auandilal Poddar who was the Chairman of the 
finance Committee will tell you, if he is permitted bv his Whip to speak 
that this question of general revaluation of all the wards to be taken up 
simultaneously was decided by the Corporation two years before. It was 
recommended by the Finance Committee that all the wards of the City 
of Calcutta should be revalued by independent persons, not connected witn 
the Corporation. So this is not a new find which, ns the Government 
pointed out, has been suggested by the Administrator or the Commission. 
So far as the Commission is concerned they have not been able to do 
anything, and when the report of the Commission will come out you will 
find, Sir, the truth of my assertion. You were also connected with the 
Corporation and you are conversant with the working of the ml ministration 
of Calcutta Corporation. I hope you share my views that nothing new 
will come before us. It will !>e a repetition of oh) things, which were 
suggested by you, the Leader of the House and one of the members of the 
Commission when they were Councillors and Aldermen of the Calcutta 
Corporation. 

Now, Sir, coming to the question of finance the Leader of the House has 
said that in 1 94* >-40 the income from taxc*» and other sources was 
Its. 1 00,000. {The Hoit'hlc l)r. Hidiiax Chandra JIoy: Only from con- 
solidated rates.) Yes, that i> so. In 194047 it was Us. 1,4*1,00,000; in 
194748 it was Its. 1,00,00,000. He has purposely not given you tho 
percentage of the nett demand and the percentage of collection, you can 
only compare the collection against the nett demand. If your demand in 
Its. 20,000 and your collection is Its. 8,000, naturally your percentage will 
he lower against your demand ot Us. Hi, 000 ami collection of Its. 4,800. Tho 
percentage of nett demand against collection could only give true picture 
and this has Wen deliberately kept hack. If the Corporation'll nett demand 
is Its. 3 crores and if they had realised Its. 1,90,00,000 against the nett 
demand of IU. 3 crores, surely, Sir, I can say that the realisation of 
Its. ] ,50, 00, 000 against the nett demand of Its. 2,00,00,000 is much better 
so far as the percentage is concerned. Perhaps when we come to the third 
reading, the Leader of the House will give us the percentage of collection 
to remove suspicion. 

Sir, everybody knows that the wards of the Corporation are revalued 
after every six years. A house which is valued today will be revalued after 
six years. A ward which was valued in 1942 was revalued again in 1948. 
Naturally the rent which was realised from properties in 1942 has increased 
and gone up by 200 to 000 per cent, and if not by 200 per cent, at least hip 
10 per cent, as permitted by Act and h per cent, increase for taxes. So it is 
no credit to the Administrator, if the valuation has gone up. It has gone 
up on account of inflation. Everybody knows that the rent has gone up, 
and on that basis the valuation has gone up too. You will be surprised to 
hear, Sir, that Ward No. 8 comprising the whole of Bnwbazar, Harrison 
Road and Colootola, Ward No. 7 comprising (’live Street, Canning Street 
and Burrabasar, Ward No. 1*3 comprising Dhurrumtola Street, Chowringhee 
and the New Market, Lindsay Street and other side streets have been 
revalued after 1947, and their assessments have been fixed on that revalua- 
tion in 1948. Naturally, Sir, the income from these wards which are tho 
principal business places and money making wards of the City of Calcutta 
have gonq up. And so, Sir, if the Administrator has realised 
Rs. 1,90,00,000 it is no credit to him, though I fear the nett demand is 26 
to 30 per cent, more tban before. 

Sir, if the Leader of tbe House bad been fair to us he should have given 
us tbe figure of unrealised tax pending with tbe Law Officer. In 1947 it 
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km 40 iaJrJw, flfli you iriJi be turpriaed to bear, Sir, that it is more 
than R$. 40 lakbe today in spite of efficiency drive in the Corporation. 
The amount which was pending with the Law Officer has been added to. 
It has been said that the Corporation has paid back Bs. 5 lakhs out of 
1U. 10 lakhs advanced by the Government. We would like to know how 
much money the Corporation has spent on new works, on improvement 
works and on repair works. If the income of the Corporation is 
Rs. l,90,00,(Jb0 ana 60 lakhs over last year and they did not spend even 
Bs. 90 lakhs for repair and improvement work, then they are accumulating 
all the money for what purpose God knows. But with all income and no 
expenditure the Corporation will not be running with deficit. It is only 
when you provide for amenities in a city like Calcutta against the payment 
made to you in the form of taxes that your income will cover your expendi- 
ture. During the last year not even Bs. 50,000 w*as spent on new works, 
and this year also from a statement appearing in the Press we find that 
nothing is going to be spent on new works. Walking on the streets of 
Chowringhee or Clive Street does not give you a fair idea of the condition 
of roads in Calcutta. One has to go to Chingrihatta, Narkeldanga, 
Belliaghatta or Chitpore to find out in what dirty condition these roads are 
at present. I had been to a District office today and on the first floor verandah 
I found about 60 to GO men (methars) gambling just in front of the room of 
the officer. You will find those people gambling in open even now. That has 
been the improvement in the administration of Calcutta. If I reoollect 
aright in 1 940-47 the percentage of collection had been 993 per cent. I 
would like to know if the percentage of collection has improved since then. 

Then, Sir, regarding revaluation, the Lender of the Ilouse has said that 
it is the aim of the Government to see that the finances of the Corporation 
are stabilised, but the methods they are pursuing are so weak, unstable and 
doubtful that Corporation finances will never be stabilised. The Assessment 
Department, Sir, is valuing land at the present market rate and are taking 
the construction of the buildings at the present prices with 15 to 20 per 
cent, depreciation. Today the prices of material are inflated, and the land 
value is also high. If today’s price is taken as the basis of valuation then 
perhaps after a year or two, when depression sets in and the price of the 
building materials and of the land have gone down, the valuation will be 
materially affected. A plot of land which was purclmsed by a man in 1936 
at Bs. 6,000 is worth Its. 20,000 today and if the cost of construction at 
that time was Its. 1 lakh, it is Its. 4 lakhs today. Now, Sir, the Assessment 
Department of the Calcutta Corporation under the new' Administrator is 
taking up the price of that land at Its. 20,000 and the cost of construction 
at Its, 4 lakhs, minus 20 per cent, or 26 per cent, depreciation for the build- 
ing in valuing the entire building. These valuations may l>e conceded as 
they are so today , but after a year or two when the value goes down perhaps 
the stipulated income on which you are building up your finances today will 
also go down not only by 5 per cent, or 10 per cent, but by 50 to 75 per cent, 
or more. You are setting up fictitious and inflated values, which are prevail- 
ing today. This is a very bad method of building financial structure of a 
corporate body. It is a point to which I think the Leader of the House 
should immediately set his attention. A method has to be devised which 
will give vou the average value of the land which shall be prevalent for 
another 1(5 years, or from year to year for all time to come. 

Last time when this measure came up w T e doubted the intention of the 
Government so far as the improvement of the Corporation w r as concerned. 
Had they been sincere in their desire they would have accepted the sugges- 
tion of til© minority groups %f this House which suggested the formation of 
nominated Councillors or a dominated committee of 12 or 15 persons consist- 
ing of qualified engineers, administrators and businessmen who could run 
the administration of the Corporation. Sir, the Calcutta Corporation’s 
administration is not one man’s job however capable he may be. Mr. Rgjr 
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thejffeseat Administrator, is no doubt & capable man, bat by sitting hi the 
Corporation for 2 f 3 or oven 6 hours, be cannot dispose of ISO building 
ca set, 150 health department oases, 100 market cases, and nearly 100 water* 
works cases daily. Besides there are many Corporation contracts which 
have to be entered into and other matters which have to he disposed of 
speedily- It is humanly impossible for a man to dispose of 500 or 000 
cases daily and at the same time look after the proper administration of the 
Corporation. The proper oourse for the Government would be to-4f the 
Government is sincere and well-wisher of the tax paying public and if they 
want to improve the administration of the Corporation — to have a committee 
of 12 or 15 or more persons nominated by Government to run the show fear 
another two or three years, or till after the general election of which the 
present Government is nervous. We fully realise that the administration 
of the Corporation has to be kept under the control of the Government till 
the provincial election is over, because anybody who does not get bold of 
the Corporation can rule West Bengal. After all what is West Bengal but 
the City of Calcutta? Persons who shall have hold over the Calcutta Cor- 
poration will rule West Bengal. It is no secret why this Bill has been 
brought in. In whatever disguised form you may bring this measure we 
know what your intentions are. But we sympathise with you and agree 
that you must have control o\er the Corporation to rule West Bengal 
because we do not want chaotic conditions to prevail. Sir, I would suggest 
that instead of superseding the Corporation till 1950 you should supersede 
it till 6 months after the election. In the meantime let there be a com- 
mittee of 15 or 20 persons, qualified persons who are in the confidence of 
the Government, their own people, who would run the administration of the 
Corporation during this period of supersession. Because I feed it is a great 
injustice to the ratepayers who are giving you tons of money expecting that 
you will provide them with some amenities to which they are entitled. We 
are not getting any water in the suburbs of Calcutta though we ore also 
paying 22 per cent, of rates as in Calcutta. (Jonah Aurt IIashrm : Do 
you mean to ^ay that the Government is not prepared to face the election 
of the Corporation now?) Yes, if the election is held tomorrow they may not 
perhaps be able to capture appreciable number of seats. I may even soy 
that they will not be able to secure more than a dozen seats. So, 1 would 
suggest that let the citizens of Calcutta be provided with at least elementary 
amenities to which they are entitled. Sir, if you go to the Belinghata side, 
the condition is worse there. The Hon’bfe Sri Hem Chandra JSaskor will 
be able to tell you more than I can say about the condition prevailing there. 
He -supplies water to his voters and supporters from his own tube-well. 
The people there do not get water. So is also the case in Chingrihata. 
The Corporation has increased rates already and they are also charging 
separate amounts for supplying water to business premises. Tins is one 
of the forms of income which has recently come into existence in the 
Corporation after the Administrator had taken charge of it. Then, Sir, 
the rents of the municipal markets in Calcutta have been increased by 26 
per cent. Naturally the income has gone up. lorinerlv tho\ could not 
increase the rent on account of the prevailing Bent Control Act, but the new 
Act has given Government power of exemption and now they can increase 
by whatever percentage they like. This general increase in the revenue of the 
Corporation is not due to any efforts on anybody’s part but is on account of 
the general increase in the prices of commodities, land values and cost of 
construction. I would again welcome figures on this score from the llon’bl* 
Leader of the House telling us of new sources tapped to augment the revenue. 

Finally, Sir, this Bill may he passed— because it is sure to get through— 
but I hope that in the interest of the ratepayers whom be also equally 
represents, the Government should do something so that at least 50 per cent, 
of the past amenities may be provided for them. 

I bope, Sir, the Hon’ble the Leader of the House will give due consi- 
deration to toy suggestions. 
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tri l 0. GUPTAS Mr. Speaker, Sir, I was listening to the criticm 
/warding tie Administrative Officer being also the Chairman' of the 
Improvement Trust. My friend Mr. Ra&que will probably remember that 
we have passed an enactment by which we have been able to economise on 
this account, because the salary is now shared between the two. Secondly, 
there is another fact also. There are many works in Calcutta which require 
co-ordination between the Improvement Trust and the Calcutta Corporation. 

This is also another advantage. Thirdly (Janab Abul Has hem : Then 

make the Premier of India the Premier of West Bengal also.) If the co- 
ordination between the two is necessary and if it was possible it would be 
desirable. We all know that there is dearth of high and responsible officers 
also. I should like the members to point out whether there has been any 
shortcomings because of this arrangement. My friend says there are so 
many cases to be disposed of. Now, is it his contention that these cases 
were disposed of more speedily before the Administrator was appointed? 
Certainly not. On the other hand if you now apply for the sanction of a 
building plan you get an acknowledgment of the application sooner than 
before and you get the sanction also sooner provided there are no trans- 
gressions, But previously even those building plans which did not 
transgress any oi the rules were delayed but those that did transgress the 
rules but could secure the support of the members of the building com- 
mittee had a chance of getting their plans passed. 

I myself personally do not like a self-governing institution to be run 
os a department of Government, but I do not want an election until the 
revision of the electorate and extension of franchise. If we want, better 
representation in the body of the Corporation of Calcutta, I think that 
should be constituted after the revision of the electorate and after the 
franchise is extended. Let us hope by 1950 there would be an electorate on 
the basis of adult franchise and we would expect better representation 
then, (Janab Mu. Kih ua Bckhsu: That is your hope hut the Commission 
has not yet made any recommendation.) From the little experience that 
I had as an Alderman of the Calcutta Corporation for one term, I will 
give you certain points and nothing more. Mr. Rafique has said that reva- 
luation was decided two years ago, but nothing new has been done. It is 
true that we had delayed revaluation hut the difficulty was that proper 
assessment could not be made because some representatives yield to the 
pressure of their elector and intervene and try to reduce the assessment. 
Therefore though the revaluation was decided upon two years ago, if it 
can In? finished while the present administration continues, there will be a 
better chance of assessment being properly done without any pressure or 
request from some people. As regards income, percentage, etc., I am sure 
the llon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill will explain. But however much 
we may regret supersession and substitution of an elective body we have to 
oonsent to the passing of this Bill for the simple reason that the extension 
of franchise must take place first. In that view, I hope there would be 
no further opposition to the present Bill. 

(The House was then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Janab ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the honourable 
member who spoke just before me has made a bad case worse by his curious 
and bad advocacy. Leaving that apart, Mr. Speaker, I should like the 
Hon ‘hie Minister in charge of the Bill to tell us something about those 
special windfalls that fell during the year. For instance, the long r 
standing quarrel altout the assessment of the Assembly Hall, between the 
Government and the Corporation was settled during this year. Similarly 
the quarrel with the East Indian Railway was also settled this year. And 
more than that, if my information is correct, and 1 hope, if I anf wrong, I 
shall be oorrected, the normal payments made by the Government to the 
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Corporation that used to bo made at the end of the financial year are now 
beitt made quarterly and, thus, the idea of the inflated inoome even from 
consoli d ated rates is rather misleading. I hope better investigation will be 
made and, as we all desire, the finances of the Corporation shall be placed on 
surer and better foundations. Mr. Speaker, Sir, reference has been made 
to one officer doing the work of the Administrator of the Corporation aa 
well as that of the Chairman of the Improvement Trust. You will recall r 
Sir, that a similar problem arose in Bombay years ego aud forces of 
nationalism ultimately succeeded in bringing the Improvement Trust under 
the control of the Corporation of Bombay. Thus, I have nothing to say 
about the same officer doing and carrying out this double duty. But may 
I suggest to the Hon’ble Minister that tne present was not the time when 
the same officer should have been loaded with so much work, for in Bombay 
the work of the Corporation and the Improvement Trust goes on in a normal 
way. Here, if I may use the term with your permission, Sir, the 
Administrator has to carry out the work of the super-scavenger who will 
have to cleanse the Augean Stable, Therefore, I would earnestly request the 
Hon 'hie Minister to see that the two institutions which are going to place 
the city on a better footing are run with greater ease and not by a shuttle- 
cock running between Netaji Subhas lioad and Sureudrauath Bonerjee Hoad. 

Having said that, Sir, may I also suggest that I am one of those unfor- 
tunate beings that had suggested that the administration of the Corporation 
should be handed over to what is knowui in t^e continental languages of 
Europe, as the Burgomaster — that the Corporat urn should lwcotne a depart- 
ment of the Government because so long as elected representatives are tnere, 
the traditions under which they have been working for all these years from 
1923, cannot and will not he eradicated. Whatever steps the Hoit’ble 
Minister may choose to take, I can almost prophesy that whether we have 
adult suffrage or whether we have some other form of election, those who 
will come back to the Corporation will, like the natural leopard, not change 
their spots as Corporation leopards. These leopards, Sir, will work in co- 
operation w ith the officers of the Corporation. 1 should not say this lx*cau»e 
the Corporation officers ure not here to defend theiy selves. But the 
Hon’ble Minister as an ex-Mayor and Corporator knows, as most of us 
present here know, that without a luiuon between the members of the 
different committees and the heads and assistants in the various depart- 
ments of the Corporation, conditions in Calcutta would not have gone down 
so badly; on the contrary they might have improved. 

It was said by one of the s peckers today that assessments and revalua- 
tions have now gone on at a better pace, and because there ure no members 
of the Corporation to interfere with this straight path newly built, things 
have improved. I feel certain, Sir, that those who wielded their influence 
in the past are still doing so for the good reason that the officials of the 
Corporation are the same. The poor Administrator cannot watch them at 
©very corner and in every street. So much. Sir, for the actual administra- 
tion. I could speak at greater length hut it will serve no useful purpose 
repeating facts over which we have spent months and years. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I propose to make a suggestion to the Hon’ble Minister 
for w'hat it is worth. I know tendencies today are that even if you make 
the slightest suggestion from the Opposition benches, in the spoken word# 
of the Hon’hle Ministers and their supporters, you are a fifth columnist, a 
saboteur, a traitor and a criminal. I am not afraid of these epithets and 
qualifications. I wonder if the Hon’ hie Minister in charge of the Bill will 
agree with me when I say that it will be difficult for us to alter the’ 
mentalities of the voters and the types of men that had been representing 
them in the post and who will represent them in the future. A radical 
change has to be made. The old Augean Stable, a# Subhash Chandra Boee 
had said, has to be cleansed. Whether the great institution! established 
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by Surendra Nath Banerji in the stmt naded after him , is Worth continua- 
tion should be considered. I have suggested in many circles and quarters 
and also generally and I now place it before the Hon’ble Minister and bis 
colleagues today, whether they would be prepared to consider the proposi- 
tion of finishing with the Corporation of Calcutta. My suggestion is that 
the city should be divided into boroughs. There ere 13--now perhaps 
more — municipalities on the periphery of Calcutta and we could have a 
dozen or more municipalities or borough councils inside the areas u»d$r 
the Municipal Act and for the huge 'population that has come now to live 
within and without it. These smaller municipalities should not be given 
the powers that the Corporation had. Like London we could have a 
Calcutta County Council with a smaller number of men, mostly with 
experience of municipal administration, municipal finance, municipal public 
utility services and so on, not intended to further any political purposes 
or any political ideals but intended to serve the citizens with the best 
possible ability such a County Council may possess. Sir, the idea was 
discussed in private and some leading experts on municipal affairs agreed 
with the suggestion because if this was done and a central organization 
was established, Calcutta would become, as it must become, tbe first city 
in India and its citizens would cease to live in the dirt and filth to which 
they are growing accustomed progressively from day to day. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, there can be many other suggestions put to the 
Hon’ble Minister if he would care to permit people to make them, but from 
the little that I have been able to hear from responsible quarters, the 
interim report, on which he is thinking of building the future municipal 
government of Calcutta will be no better and no worse and the conditions 
that existed before the appointment of the Commission will continue. I 
am told that the franchise will be widened and I have heard it said that the 
representation will be restricted — from 98 it may be brought down to 50 
or GO — and that these adult franchise electors will elect those who will again 
elect the representatives. I am not quite sure of my facts. I hope I shall 
be corrected if I am making a mistake. But whether the Corporation is of 
50 or whether it is of 98, as I have said, the leopard will not cliange its 
spots. There will be committees. We had in the hist Corporation 13 
committees and, if I remember right — I hope friends will correct me — we 
had three Building Committees and members, if they were not put on these 
building committees, groused and nursed grievances; and when such 
grievances are made, wluit the answer to them would be need not be 
uttered in this House of Legislature; every one of us knows that. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: The echo answers why. 

Janab ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDI0I: Then, Sir, when committees of 
12 members were working, perhaps tliiugs were not so well managed as 
they would be in committees of five and in committees of six for the same 
principles and the same methods of administration will continue as they 
were m the past. What tbe interim report finally will be we cannot say. 
What further reports this Commission of three gentlemen will make during 
the remainder of 1949 and the first quarter of 1950, is again in the womb 
of fhturity. But is it worthwhile wasting money, wasting time and 
wasting energy over a problem that has baffled us for almost a generation? 
The suggestions thrown out by the interim report lead one to the conclu- 
sion that the improvement that is coming will be no improvement at all. 
I would, therefore, respectfully urge upon the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
to consult with his experts and to consult with his political advisers and 
then take Calcutta out of the sphere of politics and put it back, with 
courage, if possible, into the sphere of civics. As it is, Sir, with the 
advent of Dominion Status an tr autonomy in our internal affairs, one big 
decision taken was to take away from the citizens of Calcutta their civic ana 
municipal rights with the best of intentions, I admit, to improve conditions, 
to make the citizens realise their responsibility towards the city* to improve 
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it* health, to improve all the many things that ware rotting, and yet tie 
first steps to self-government in its local form, the first steps to political 
education of our people were taken away. The result, if justifiable, would 
justify that action, out I am pessimistic enough to suggest that if things 
are going to continue as they are about the electors and about their repre- 
sentatives and so sn t the result will be a dismal failure. 


Janab MUDASSIR H088AIN: Mr. Sneaker, Sir, I have heard with 
rapt attention the speeches which have been delivered by my friend 
Mr. Siddiqi and other members. The only motion which is before this 
House is whether the time for the continuation of supersession will bo 
increased or extended. That is the only motion which is before the House. 
Therefore, the question before the House is whether this supersession should 
be extended for another year as has been demanded by the Prime Minister. 
It is quite true that my friends here objected and pointed out that the time 
which is being taken for making all sorts of improvements by appointing a 
Commission for investigation, improving the matters and putting all things 
in the right will not be sufficient at the time when the supersession was made. 
It was at that time that the Hon’ble the Prime Minister said that if it be 
necessary to have further time, if the investigation be not complete and 
matters "are not set right by that time, then further motion will he made 
for extending the time of supersession. Now, Sir, the Prime Minister has 
explained that all things necessary for investigating ami coming to a right 
conclusion and making right all sorts of things have not been done within 
the short period of time. (Janab Mn. Klims JlrKHSH : You call it short?) 
Yes: for a Corporation with a population of 72 lakhs — a population which 
has increased from 20 lakhs to 72 lakhs, an enormous population — this time is 
not enough. Therefore, I say that the motion which he has made for 
extending the time should be accepted. 

As regards the suggestions which have been made by Mr. Siddiqi— he may 
have run away from the House, but that does not matter; the suggestions were 
meant for the Ministers, for you the Government— I have no doubt 
what he has said is absolutely correct. Sir, unless and until the very leopard 
is driven out and the method of representation are not changed the same 
persons who used to come will come back again. 1 have no doubt that it 
is the Congress party men who will come. Therefore, if you are really in 
earnest that the matter should be improved, mere extension of the time for 
supersession will be of no avail. You must go to the root of everything 
and as you said that the members who were functioning as Corporation were 
guilty of nepotism, guilty of jobbery and of corruption and even of robbery, 
and for this reason you superseded it. Now, as my honourable friend 
Mr. Siddiqi has pointed out this supersession, this right of electing 
representatives to the Corporation will he of no avail unless and until you 
go deep into the root-cause of the evil. Therefore, I with all my earnestness 
beg to lay before you. our Prime Minister and the Government and the 
Council of Ministers through you, Mr. Speaker, the very suggestions which 
have been made by my friend Mr. Siddiqi. Just like in Kngiatnl which is 
a democratic countiv you divide the whole aiea into boroughs and there 
must he the Country* Council of Calcutta ns in Loudon and as we are adopt- 
ing everything English it is better to adopt the English method in respect 
of the administration of the CorjMiratmu of Calcutta ah well. That is all 
I have to say. 

Th# HOfPble Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY 5 Sir, the proposition 
before the House was a simple one, namely, the question of sujier session of 
the CoYporation bv another year for the purpose of giving time to the 
Administrator to finish the job entrusted to him by the Act which was passed 
last year. And, in criticising this proposal, I have heard a series of other 

S roposals the gamut of which runs from that side from Mr, Khuda Bukhsh. 
[r. Khuda Bukhsh says, “Give back to Cfiesar the thing that belongs to 
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Cm*T n . My friend Mr. Rafique says, “Give to 20 men nominated by 
Government the administration of the Corporation . Mr, Siddiqi says, 
^Have the constitution changed; otherwise the leopards will come back 
again”. So, Sir, to my mind these questions, although very important and 
pertinent, are really not yery germane to the proposal that I have in view. 

I did not purposely go into the question of what the Commission is going to 
do or is about to do because these things do not directly refer to the proposal 
before us but, in so far as the matter has been commented upon, I may tell 
the members of the House that I have got a letter from the Chairman of the 
Commission to the effect that probably within the course of four weeks he will 
send uh an ad interim report with regard particularly to the methods of 
election and assessment. And, Sir, it seems that in this case again, great 
minds think alike. Mr. Siddiqi said that he had suggested to certain friends 
and consulted other experts anti came to the conclusion that the future 
Corporation should be based upon the pattern of the London County Council. 

I may tell the House that this is one of the matters I have specifically 
asked" the Commission to enquire. I have made three conditions in that, 
in the first place that it should consist of small units which will be con- 
cerned with the day-to-day administration of the local areas; secondly that the 
County Council, after one is formed, would be concerned with matters which 
a fleet several boroughs or several units, matters like roads, like water-supply, 
like electric-supply, drainage and so on which cannot be undertaken by each 
unit and, thirdly, that there should be a provision, to my mind, to enlarge 
this Council bv taking in neighbouring municipal areas whenever they want 
to come into the great unit. There are various reasons why I had said that. 
There bad been various applications or suggestions made by the 
neighbouring municipalities like Tollygunge and Matiabruz for their 
incorporation into the Calcutta Corporation. Similarly there have been 
suggestions from the northern municipalities, in some cases for incorporation 
into the Calcutta Corporation, as the Corporation constituted as it is at 
present is not capable of that elasticity and expansion and therefore my 
specific suggestion to the Commission is to take into account the method of 
formation of a constitution of the Corporation which can gradually absorb 
these other smaller units. There is another great reason why this should 
be done. My friend the Irrigation Minister has taken upon himself the 
task of finding out the proper solution of the drainage problem of Calcutta 
and if you want to mmy solve the question of drainage and water-supply 
of Calcutta it is essential that you should not restrict your attention merely 
to the 14 or 16 square miles that now form the Municipality of Calcutta but 
to have a wider area under your supervision or under your administration, 
because take for instance the water-supply of Calcutta. It is derived from, 
as you know, and it comes from Palta where the intake starts and the whole 
distribution system is started in Talla. Now at Palta intake we have the 
water of the Ganges contaminated by the different mills that are on either 
side of the Hooghly whether the milk are situated up the Hooghlv above 
Palta or below the Hooghly. During the ebb tide or the flow tide of the 
river the effluent, as investigations have shown, contaminates the supply of 
water that is reaching the tank of Talla aud it takes a great deal to' 
eradicate the permanent sources of danger which contamination with 
effluents from the mills would bring into the water-supply and there is no 
surprise that diseases like dysentery aud typhoid practically are endemic 
in Calcutta. Therefore if you really want to solve the sanitary problem of 
Calcutta you have got to take into your ambit larger areas than is now 
incorporated in the Corporation of Calcutta. All these questions are being 
investigated and I often meet the Chairman of the Commission to exchange 
notes and as to how far he has proceeded and I can assure you that he is 
giving his full attention to this matter. With regard to the suggestion 
made by My. Siddiqi that the present system of administration of the 
Corporation working through committees has not been very satisfactory it 
can be shown from the records of the Corporation that often in a committee 
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the members of the committee work on the plan that you scratch my back, 
I scratch yours and they divide up ail the amenities that are available to 
the particular committee on that principle. That is a subject which is as 
old as the human race has existed. There was an old friend of mine who is 


now dead who used to give me a very good advice. He used to say, "Give a 
man power, he is bound to abuse it unless be is a «u]terman or unless public 
opinion is so strong that he dare not abuse the power that is given to nim , \ 
Unfortunately the members of the Corporation under the old system who 
were not supermen, let us admit that, and I was one of the members also 
who were not supermen and they naturally succumbed to the environments 
unlees and until public opinion was formed in favour or against a particular 
proposal. Therefore it is essential that in the constitution that is to be 
framed it should be ensured that public opinion has a full influence over the 
conduct and action of the members who go there to represent the interests 
of the rate-payers. 


Sir, Mr. Siddiqi has made a great deal of the point us if there is a 
distinction between the words ‘'polities” and “civics”. Probably be is 
aware that one is a Greek word and the other a Latin word, both meaning 
the same thing, that is, the greatest good to the greatest number, the 
difference being in the correct appreciation of the two words. Politics 
ordinarily means party politics, but really it is not so. I hope and trust 
that those who come either to the Assembly or go to any of statutory bodies 
would always be enthused with the idea of doing the greatest good to the 
greatest number. Therefore, politics alone need not make Mr. Siddiqi 
afraid. As a matter of fact if politics is well conducted and well run, as it 
should be, it should not only stop the abuses but it should make for tba 
greater good to the larger number. Mr. Siddiqi appears to be a pessimist. 
I happen to differ from him. I am a confirmed optimist because, I believe, 
although today we might be making mistakes, although today we might be 
lending ourselves to the perpetuation of some abuses, the time will come 
when we shall be able to get out of this rut and give a good account of 
oqrselves in the civic administration of the town. Sir, I strongly add that 
with this opportunity that we have given to the Administrator who, by the 
way, is not working alone for the 7(H) cases of revision, as Mr. Rnfique seems 
to think, but has got bis own Executive Officer and the Deputy Executive 
Officer who also look into those cases, it will, be for them to try and do 
their best within ihe next year. And I hope and trust that the future 
constitution of the Corporation would be before the House for it« considera- 
tion in time, and when it is passed it will lie time for us to get an electoral 
roll framed on the basis of the franchise system that is going to be 
introduced and accepted by the House so that we might have the CorjKiration 
back again in the hands of the elected representatives of the people. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Dr. Bidhan Chundra Roy that the Corpora- 
tion of Calcutta (Temporary Supersession) Amendment Bill, 1949, be 
taken into consideration, was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 do stand part of the Bill was tbeu put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
Agreed *to. 

Clause 3. 

The question that clause 3 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Preamble. 

The question that the Preamble do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I beg to move that 

the Corporation of Calcutta (Temporary Supersession) Amendment Bill* 
1949, as settled in the Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The West Bengal Money-lenders (Amendment) Bill, IMS. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, I beg to 
introduce the West Bengal Money-lenders (Amendment) Bill, 1949. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir. I beg to 
move that the West Bengal Money-lenders (Amendment) Bill, 1949, be 
taken into consideration. 

Sir, briefly the necessity for this Bill has arisen thus : Under the defini- 
tion of the term “money-lenders” as given in section 2(13) of the Bengal 
Moriev-lenders Act, 1940, the Reserve Bank of India also is covered. Thus 
that Bank comes under the purview of the Money-lenders Act. But as the 
advances of the Reserve Bank as a bankers' Bank to banking institutions 
are clearly of a different nature from ordinary money-lending it is necessary 
to exempt the Reserve Bank from the operation of the Act. The suggestion 
that the problem may be solved by declaring the Reserve Bank to be a 
notified Bank under section 3 of Bengal Money-lenders Act, 1940, was 
examined in consultation with the Reserve Bank and the Legal Remem- 
brancer of West Bengal. Both the Reserve Bank and our legal officer 
advised that the suggestion was legally unsound. The only alternative 
therefore was to amend the Bengal Money-lenders Act of 1940 so as to 
exempt the Reserve Bank from its operation, and therefore, Sir, the 
Government has thought fit to have this small amending Bill prepared which 
is now before the House. And I hope, Sir, that in the interest of the needs 
of the banking institutions in this province which had suffered serious 
crises recently it is essential that this House must enact every measure 
whereby the banking institutions may run on sound lines and undue 
handicaps may be eliminated. 

I therefore commend this Bill to the acceptance of the House. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sri Niharendu Dutt-Masumdar that the West 
Bengal Money-lenders (Amendment) Bill, 1949, be taken into consideration, 
was then put and agreed to. « 

Clouse 1. 

The question that clause 1 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Preamble . 

The question that the Preamble do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. r 



GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


if 


194813 

TN§ Hon'We Sri NIHARENPU DUTT4MAZUMDARI Sir. I W to 
BK»*f that the West Bengal Money-leaders (Amendment) Bill, 1949, as 
settled in the Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Adjournment 

The House was then adjourned at (>-15 p.m. till 4 p.m. on Friday, the 
21st January, 1949, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935, as 
adapted. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
21st January, 1949, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr, Speaker (the Hon’ble Sri Is war Das Jalan) in the Chair, 10 
Hon'hle Ministers and 61 Members. 

Obituary. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY. Sir, before proceeding 
with the business of the House, may I have your permission to refer to the 
death of Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru ? If you permit, Sir, I can say a few words 
or if you do it from the Chair, nothing would be better. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 think I would do it from the Chair. 

Ladies and gentlemen, it is a very painful duty of mine to refer to the 
death of Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, He was an outstanding figure in the 
political firmament ot our country for a very, very long time. He died at 
the age of 74, hut he entered politics in the beginning of the present 
century. He was an eminent jurist, a great constitutional lawyer and an 
erudite scholar and a man of great integrity and honesty. Since 1906 he 
was associated with the Indian National Congress. He was a member of 
the All-India Congress Committee and at one time occupied the position of 
even the Secretary of the Indian National Congress. After the advent of 
the new policies under the guidance of Mahatmaji, though he separated 
his connection with the Congress, he always maintained his nationalist 
outlook throughout his life. He joined in the boycott of the Simon 
Commission. He served as a member of the Nehru Committee which 
formulated the Indian demands from the points of viow of all parties 
concerned. He acted as mediator throughout the talks, whenever 
difficulties arose, between the Government and the Congress. In 1944 lie 
was appointed as the President of the Council of International Affairs. 
We are very sorry for his death. Though he died at mature age, his 
services were too valuable to he ignored. 

T believe, ladies and gentlemen, you all agree that a message of condolence 
of this House should he conveyed to the members of the bereaved family 
and I will request you to give your assent by rising in your seats. 

(Members rose in their seats.) 

Thank you, gentlemen. Please take your seats. Secretary will do the 
needful. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were ghren) 

General Elections of the Corporation of Calcutta. 

•17. Sri ANANDILAL PODDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleaded to 
state whether it is a fact that the General Elections of the Corporation of 
Calcutta will be held in March, 1949 P 
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(8) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state if the electoral rolls for the same are under preparation P 
(e) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state how long the Corporation will continue to be under 
supersession P 

MINISTER in charge of the HEALTH and LOCAL SELF* 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Dr. Biilhan Chandra Roy): 

(a) No. 

(6) Does not arise. 

(c) It is expected not to go beyo&d 31st March, 1950. 


Condition of roads in Cakwtta. 

•18. Sri BIMAL COMAR CH08E: (a) Will the Hon’ble' Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the roads in the city of Calcutta are in a state of deteriora- 
tion? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
b° pleased to state — 

(i) the reasons therefor; and 

(it) the steps taken or proposed to be taken to maintain the roads in 
good condition? 

The Hon'ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY! {a) A number of roads 
in the city are in a condition that requires thorough repairs. 

(ft) (/) The reasons are — abnormal heavy military traffic during the war, 
inability to render proper maintenance service during t lie war years, 
difficulties in obtaining stone metal ami stone chips on account of difficulties 
in securing railway wagons. 

Oi) Decently arrangements have been made for securing railway wagons 
for the Corporation of Calcutta, tor carrying the materials from Pukur but 
until movement considerably improve, maintenance can be confined to 
patch repair work only. 

8ri BIMAL COMAR CH08E: Will tin* Hon’ble Premier be pleased to 
state if lie is aware that in the matter of repairs there is considerable 
partiality shown as between roads and roads — some ure favoured while 
others are completely neglected? 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I have no knowledge. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Premier be pleased to 
state if lie will enquire into the matter and if such a state exists, he will try 
to restore some measure of equity as between rich and poor roads? 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: If I find partiality, it 
is my duty to remove it. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CH08E: Wil! the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aw are that one of the worst sufferers of this deplorable condition 
of roads of Calcutta are the motorists whose repair bills have considerably 
increased ? 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROYS I have not made any 
calculation. 

•ri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Premier please enquire 
into the jnatter and if he is satisfied about that, will he consider the 
desirability of giving some concession in the matter of road tax for 
motorists r 
7 
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The Hon’ble Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROYS I am afraid I cannot give 
any answer. 

tiiaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the Corporation had realised the sum of Rs. 25 lakhs from the 
military authorities towards the repair of the roads of Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROYS I cannot say. I want 

notice. 

8hftik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that wagon scarcity has eased down and wagons are now 
available in plenty as per statement of' the Agent of the East Indian 
Railway? 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I do not know wherefrom 
Mr. Rafique'hus received that information. 

8haik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: From the Advisory Committee of the 
East Indian Railway. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: He may be on the 

committee of the East Indian Railway, but I meet the committee every 
week and I can tell him that the difficulty is not merely in the number of 
wagons but also the siding at Pakur — the number of wagons that can be 
taken from Pakur and so on. 

Housing BChomo for lower middle class people. 

M9. Jsnab MOLLA MOHAMMAD ABDUL HALIM: (a) With 
reference to the Budget Presentation Speech of the year 1948-49 on the 
subjeot of housing schemes for lower middle class people for which 50 lakhs 
of rupees have been provided by Government in the Budget (vide page 29 
of the Budget Statement), will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local 
Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(t) whether any scheme in regard thereto has been prepared by the 
Government; 

( ii ) if so, when the scheme is likely to be given effect to; and 

(m) whether the scheme provides facilities for low-paid Government 
employees to own houses on instalment basis? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of laying on the 
Table the full details of the scheme, if any? 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: (a)(i) A scheme was 
prepared but, early in the year, we were informed that there was no chance 
of getting the money from the Government of India this year and the final 
preparation of the scheme was postponed. 

(ii) The scheme has been temporarily kept in abeyance because of the 
above. 

(Hi) It was the intention that middle class people, irrespective of whether 
they were Government employees or not, should be helped to build dwelling 
houses, if they could join to form Co-operative Housing Societies. 

(b) The question does not arise. 

%- 

Pro-oonaorship on m wtp O pon “Nutan 8mbod” and “8amb«P ff . 

•80. 8rj JYOTI BA8U: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home Department be pleased to state whether a pre-censorship order under 
the West Bengal Security Act, 1948, has been imposed on the Bengali daily 
newspaper Nutan Sambad and another Bengali daily Sambad? 
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(b) IS the answer to (<*) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether in either case any warning was given about their 
offences? 

(c) II so, what was the nature of the warning and what were the 
editorials, articles or news items objected to by the Government ? 

(d) If no warning was given, what was the reason thereof? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for subject- 
ing both the papers to such punishment ? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state— 

(») the general principles which will guide the censor; and 
( ii ) how long the pre-censorship order will continue? 

The Hott’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Sri Kiran Sankar Roy): (<i) Yes 

(b) No warning was given to the papers concerned. 

( c ) Almost every issue of these papers contained articles, comments and 
news items whose sole object obviously was to vilify the administration and 
to arouse hatred against the Government based on deliberately false propo- 

f anda. These two papers also specialised in publishing matters relating to 
ndustries mainly with the object of fomenting strife between employers and 
workers. 

(d) It is not obligatory on the part of the Government to warn a news- 
paper under the existing laws. Warnings are, however, given when a 
newsp«}>er technically violates any of the existing luws. If the Government 
are satisfied that a newspaper has been systematically publishing matters 
which are likely to have undesirable repercussions on the safety and stability 
of the Province, action is taken straightaway. 

( e ) The reasons for subjecting both papers to pre-censorship were to 
exercise effective check against their publication of the tyjie of matters 
mentioned in (e) above. 

(f)(i) The principle underiving censorship is to see that nothing is 
published which offends any of the existing laws. 

(it) Until normalcy returns. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Alleged excesses on minority community by police at Santipur, Nadia. 

10. Janab A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether be 
is aware — 

(t) that excesses have been committed on the people belonging to 
minority community at Santipur, Nadia, by local police and by 
some local people belonging to majority community; and 
(it} that the people of minority community have migrated and are still 
migrating from Santipur for the above reason? 

(b) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will be be pleased to state— 
ft) the number of such migrated people; and 

(ti) the steps Government propose to take to stop such migration by 
restoring confidence in the minds of minority community there? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sri Kiran Sanliar Rcy)f (a)(i) No excuses were committed on the minority 



to 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


[21st Jas., 

community in Santipur by the police. Some Hindus attacked some Muslim 
houses following molestation by some Muslims of three Hindu girls on 
19th July, 1948, and the finding of the head of a freshly slaughtered cow 
on the 20th July, 1948, in a roadside bamboo clump adjoining the Hindu 
locality in Santipur. One Muslim was killed and seven were injured. The 
police promptly appeared and restored peace. Cases were started against 
the miscreants of both communities. 

(it) Some Muslims went to Pakistan immediately after the incident, but 
most of them returned shortly afterwards. 

(h) (i) The exact number is not known but was insignificant. 

(«) Superior officers including the District Magistrate and the Superin- 
tendent of Police visited the locality and were accompanied by local M.L.As. 
Strong police pickets were posted and the recurrence of incidents has been 
effectively stopped. The measures taken by the local officers have already 
restored confidence in the minds of the ‘ Muslims who are now living 
peacefully along with their Hindu neighbours. 

Adjournment Motion. 

ilentb Md. KHUDA BUKH8H: Sir, I rise to move that the business of 
flie Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urgent public 
importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the police action resulting 
in the death of five persons and injuries to over 50 persons on 19th January, 
1949, in the College Square area, Calcutta. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the students are very much in the news again. They 
have again clashed with the authorities and as is their wont, have taken 
everything the authorities chose to give them— tear gas shells, lathis and 
bullets. This, of course, is nothing new to the students. On the call 
given by their lenders the students have in the past braved police assauits 
and bullets. Repression never deterred them nor could police savagery 
move them nil inch from their purpose. Government have perhaps forgotten 
that the British bureaucratic police under a redoubtable Deputy Commis- 
sioner did not succeed in removing the students from the Dhammtaia 
Street. The students received bullets and died but did not yield. Such is 
the stuff the students are made of. 

If the Congress loaders have forgotten the past, they could at least take 
lesson from the incident on Tuesday last. For the sake of the prestige of 
the police and their section 144 they used tear-gas, made lathi charges, and 
when these failed shot down four students. But did this strike terror in 
the hearts of the students and deter them from their objective? It did not. 
On the other hand, it strengthened them in their resolve and determination, 
and the ugly tension caused by the behaviour of the Police gradually 
assumed the proportions of a fight between the students and the authorities'. 

Now, has anybody cared to trace the aetiology and the genesis of the 
present disturbances? The savagery of the ‘Police on the student 
processionists on the Indonesian Day made a deep impression on them and 
the question of invoking the rigours of section 144 on them began to 
agitate their mind. Then in quick succession came the police action on 
the refugees on the 14th. The student mind became greatly exercised over 
the motive of section 144 imposed by the police presumably for the purpose 
of prevention of subversive activities. 

The Hon’bfe Of. BIDHAN OHANORA ROY* On a point of order, Sir. 

Is it your ruling that in discussing the specific point that has been raised in 
the notice, namely the question of police action resulting in the death of v 
five persons and injury to 50 persons on I9th January, 1949, it is open 
to him to refer to Indonesian and other processionists ? If so, I shall have 
to give the answer in that way. 
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JMb M4 KHUDA BUKHtH: Sir, I am presenting the background 
that M to* the tragic incident. 

Tht Hoii’bk Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I want a ruling from the 
Chair* 

Mr* SPEAKER: I think the speaker is in order; he can refer to the 
past incidents. 

JMU* MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Presumably, as I was saying, the 
promulgation of section 144 was for the prevention and suppression of 
subversive activities. They began to feel that neither the Indonesian Day 
demonstration nor the demonstration by the refugees could have any »ud» 
versive intent. Then why should the police look upon these demonstrations 
with disfavour and use their brute might to disperse them Y Nobody in the 
, Government took any notice of these two incidents and the repercussions 
they might have on the impressionable student mind. Some in high 
quarters in the Congress had even the temerity to suggest thut the refugee 
question did not concern the students. It did not perhaps occur to them in 
their many preoccupations and manoMivrings for power that a large 
proportion of the studeut community in Calcutta are directly or indirectly 
related to the refugees. Apart from that it is the height of foolishness to 
suggest that the students should not take an intelligent and active interest 
in the problem of the refugees. Sir, I have perhaps been digressing. Then 
came the meeting of the students in the Cmversity compound on Tuesday. 
Why the students gathered iri u meeting und why is it that they took a 
resolve to proceed to the Secretariat nobody bothered to enquire. And 
what is criminal is that nobody from the Government chose to go and 
address the students in the University compound. From the scrappy ill- 
worded press statement issued bv Government in supreme unconcern it is 
gathered that four precious lives were lost and some 20 seriously injured 
and that the procession of tragic events commenced at 1-*10 p.m. and all 
was quiet by 8 p.m. There is no expression of regret cm the part of the 
Government at the loss of lives and no »ympathics for the bereaved families. 
The figures were published much as the* High Comtnynd published the 
figures of enemy casualties. Incidentally I find that the Hon'ble the Chief 
Minister has expressed his sympathies for the bereaved families in his 
latest statement. Good sense* has dawned on him. Better late than never. 
The Government felt that their duty was over by trying to fix the guilt 
and responsibility on the subversive elements in the society und on the 
communists. I ask the Government : do they seriously believe that all the 
student agitators are communists Y Supposing they arc, the methods the 
Government have employed were bound to miscarry us indeed they have. 
The Government have to punish the miscreants; that is understandable, 
but the punishment should not be such that draws public sympathy toward* 
the punished. But this is exactly what this Government have presented. 

Sir, I refuse to believe that this student agitation is inspired by 
communism or any other iVm. The sensibility of the student mind ha* 
been moved to its profoundest depths and it is their moral ardour for a 
cause that has sustained them in the face of this brutal police action day 
after day. An eminent physician who leads the Government today ha* 
completely erred in his diagnosis and has preserilied a medicine which 
instead of allaying the disease has aggravated it. As the Prime Minister 
of West Bengal he should have bis hand on the pulse of the student 
community, as indeed on that of the entire nation. He, by his indifference, 
his callousness, has been accessory to the murder of nine precious students, 
our very own, blood of our blood, flesh of our flesh. He should never have 
stood on false notions of prestige. He should have gone and met the 
student* and persuaded them to realise that the path they had taken wa* 
wrong. If the students had erred, it should have been pointed out to them 
with the loving care expected of our leaders. They should not have been 
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Consigned to the savage and barbarous police who While effecting arrests 
kick<S them, pulled them by the hair and assaulted them with the butts 
of their guns on Tuesday. Much of the lawlessness is directly asoribable 
to this savage behaviour of the police who succeeded in turning the band of 
students fired by zeal and idealism into common rowdies and hooligans. 
Even on Wednesday the situation could have been saved and what is more 
loss of precious lives could have been prevented by the timely intervention 
of people with sympathy and imagination. What was after all the demand 
of the students? They wanted the dead body of a student ostensibly for 
the purpose of taking it in procession to the cremation ground. I do not 
know why the police refused — presumably again for the prestige of section 
144. It is an irony that this section originally promulgated to save 
people's lives has succeeded in killing more people than it has been able 
to save, I cannot think that the Government would go to .the length of 
denying that with all their intelligence men posted here, there and every- 
where they did not know that preparations were being made by the 
students to proceed to the morgue to demand the body. I understand that 
the body was made over to the students yesterday. Why did not the 
Government face the students in the Medical College compound on Wednes- 
day and accede to their request? Wliat they did yesterday they could 
have done the day before and obviated the tragic happenings. Heavens 
would certainly not have fallen if Government relaxed section 144 and 
prescribed the route for the procession. 

They have relaxed section 144 for the Netaji Day. Well, what stood in 
the way of the Government on Wednesday? Or have they in these 
troublous times kept their brain boxes in the strong room of Lai Bazar so 
that they may not be robbed by the Communists? This Government is 
supposed to be. a popular Government with the support of the nation behind 
it. Why is it then that they are afraid to meet the students? Where are 
the Congress organisation and the Students Congress? If the Government 
have failed in their duty they should come forward and take the situation 
in hand. The situation is now desperate and the passions of the student 
community have been inflamed and they are indulging in arts of pure 
hooliganism. They have started setting fire on trnmcars and buses. Life 
in one section of the city has been paralysed. The disturbances are 
spreading. The students must be told that they should not contribute to 
create conditions where disorder could rear its ugly head. They should be 
told in unequivocal language that what they are now doing helps none 
save anti-social forces. By their attack on the city’s none too adequate 
transport system they are augmenting the miseries of the citizens of 
Calcutta. The students must no longer be left to themselves and the police. 
The Government should realise, the leaders should realise that the police 
shall never be able to control the students und the Government should 
now issue clear instructions that they might be left severely alone by the 
police. Let us not forget that the students are our future hope and I will 
implore and beseech you to treat them right. What change has come upon 
you? What is this psychology of leaving everything to the police? There 
was a time and not in the distant past when students were attracted to you. 
You did not have the ministerial gadtlis then. They were attracted to you 
for your personal qualities of leadership and understanding. Now that 
you are installed in power they should be. all the more attracted to you 
because they installed you in power. Then has power corrupted you and 
you no longer possess those personal qualities? An answer to this will be 
found in your approach to this problem. 

Dr. SUREtH CHANDRA BANERJEE : itrin i win, «nr t» *wn 

•fflhtvwre vtyi iwjft gv* ^rrcwnr^n wvcz fnrff c*iwwi flfWRi 

«R7RtW (TW I 5»C1 1 tCM TOIt iWi gift*** H 

C9 *ocl ngitft vs* Etc itjif* brgft* efu rm m ttfi 



Wt* *TO, *PW WW ft*cw| *!m ***** w ifflw wwot ft*** wt* \ *ft 
wcitwim**t*cf *c* wcwfan wm ftft^ cvtctw wc*tftR4flit* *twcw* wm tjft* *** ftfa*T 
Wt*TOm fta ^jfwtTO 4* TO &lft3 WTC3 TO TO Of *0d wrjllft ftW **H* TO 
*t* W* TO, TOW, W WltTOl W WTO TO, WCW* TO * fwpC3i tfltf H TO TO TON 
TOW TON TO fcftfftw TOtJtTWW *TO!3 WTO TO— TO C*t W^JtTWW *CW»fT TO 

wftwm I wmm ft*jm w*m cromw war wwm witw* wi i wm towwt ft it*t* w* wHwfm 

WWCTtWTO Wttfjf I Wf|f^WWfdlTOTitWTOrfC^tjm^C^TO«w1irTO1WTOf#N !fftW 
WTO ftwtl *TWTT WttTOl *OT WOW HwtfTOt TO TONW11 ***CWTTO* *TO I *3W*1 4W§ 
tjfro^TOi nrw cro ftoc* fwm j t i w ww i toTO wm o?ti waft* ftftpj wtww w attlw 
to to »ir*jw to ftftg TO **c*3 to at w* to to cromran *tftt to 4i**jft 
w*m fftfcrt ftwft;4f fro cro i ft* ^m a ft* tot* crfioftcw* <Stm frot cwd *Twcw* 

C* CW*W*fJ 4WlS dlWMTJN *m**J* WCWW dCW >OOlS TO f*TCl cTOaftW, **5 dt 

ctowui imft*Tft wfTO* *rt)« wmm «n <jftoi tot*t atm fwa m i w*ftt* d’lTO 

4Wft ftlft WIC3 CF?1 waft* I «J*: TO Cfcll TOW C* fSrffc ¥11 3fCfI TOF WTO **f* I CfflTl*, 

«jfai *mc* wn* *mt* m wt 8 cmf ft*t waft— wjrfthn ^mi crti tow *nm to** 
wttotoTO i 

wrft tow fr^ffiw mgroi tftmm nrTO. 4m wmt woftro c*, c* d^ftw rngtr** wrote** 

05? 1 **Tfa?m Wlft* 31 5TT5 Ttftwtl TOT31 TO WTO TO, ft* 31 Otdft WTO TO*ft 1 3f*1 

TO TOT* I 3fTl C* 43fcl TO' TO, 31 WTfl W*TO3 WTO WlTTO 1 WTO dtTOW ’111** TCWtf* 
c* wm!*? TOrtro cro TO* i ft*, wrfa ifrw fwwmi wfa wrwrw ft fcf* wftTOi TO* *1* 
tnftrro TO to to* 3a cwro cto* a art wTO irfa *twtci wtw 5 c*r* i wiw cwmtw 

CWT* CTOTTO C*t I fof* TO* fo3? Tto* 3T* 4^ TO W *1 f*C* 4CTO* i *TWC*f *TCW 4* 

cwt* *TO c*t i TO 4 ? wTO* f$f* tot* to m otto* 3 T*cw t^f* w*r *w* **jwi 
wro* i wjTO^mw 43 at) >ic*3 *rw cwt* fsw *#— ** to rr* froiw— 3T* wm* 

*R*1TO* 4**W wrrtpicwt 3MTO I *f*Wt 3 T* TO IS C*TtlW* *t* — 1 tff*W dflt, CftS CftS 

c*twt*to, **TO3 ctpfy TOi oswrSfn cwmtnn ir^rwcw *w*nrlt wfwr* toIT wci, wnr *fr 
wWT* i wrf* wrr'Jft *rTO nOci wr**r#t ^f*won ?ccr n 3 w*i > w^« ton wcif*, tf** *N 
WTd1*Tlt wtw $*TT* TOC* I cTO* 4 WfS CTOT*« *1 *TO I wfVmi **TT*1 

c^^r* cwrtOmjx* c*t* c*TO 4m *m*i *c«n <i* oH> rroi ooooro TOw 40» c*t* cm* 9 

wtcwt ctoto tow* to *n fror* \ mn TOro* ms wfronr* u wc*l c*ww fMVTOf 

4C*3C**S m fro* WTCWTRl wTO *CWf*WT* C* W*TO?*1 WT^t* CF*1 W*C* 4W*1 f^fd* 

W*7 I WTf* *ff** *m t ffrwd* TC*7 WTW Wff*. TMtT !ff*Wd* *tW WWW f*TT* TO* W*4 
trie* 1 w*f5r?cfi wcww wrf* wtw wrTO 1 TOo 3 m f%*j *mmft 3^w 3tm *tw wm* 
4 w* TO? 3 i wtc* — to wm* , wWrro tp** wmrn *cw 3tm c**i ** ; 4*t m\ fwwfc* cwt* 
fccwtr f*n wtw wci cn ***w ' wtf* irf* 1 3tt wiTOIcwi *wt*t f*^* tjx*TO wwi *c* c*c*t 
WTf* 4 * West Bengal Security Act **< * wr*f*** 1 wtw c*T* ** *wcw ^TO TOC**, 
a w*i wrf* *f*m *cwf*ro, a "w*if*?*i fm»n w *ft*rgw wtcwi nc* f*^f* 
wm* w*c* ”, 31 wf* *3T i wm «p* warn c^?i wtc* wc*w 3t* * 1 * tffetm \ 3 m St*t* 
wtf 5 ^ cH* * TOm Jlw mf 5 *: c?** «p* warn cwti waft* 1 *ft tfftw** wrctftwt 
W^fW *1 *3 3a 31 Tf C?** wjrp «f:* W*C3 *W* *3 4** wf*WT31 TO ***1 wcw C3C* 

c*3 4m warn W3ta *w*tw TOtwm w*c3 *3 1 wtf* wrmsm a 4$ to*t *S*t *Sc* 
4m *1 3Tt ** wms wr*w *S *1 3f**TC3 *St3 TOT — TO Wtf* tCT|* WTO *1 ! 

4 * ** fro* 4wf*w f fro* wmftw* wtc* 1 31 *a*— wmtcff wtrjjc** ctjTtjt*— 
Wt*T1 fw Fft I Wtc^fd! 43 ft* *'T* ^CWTT ft* — 3TT3CW TO* dCW W WTI, Wltlft 

wmwcw writ* wm 1 wtc?fc*i c* Sewn *w* me* ( A vaic* : Question. ) 4 ** 
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vrrtfpr* trow rat, wtfe mcz *wp cj<Whi ura gfeti i *rrp rasprwfraras 
«* nti* tf*w *tn rats i e^M* **t*r « suw?l toipi* *r*r era nttvr <*t i hwr 
Communisms* ra ratpp* era f*t*l* c*t i w**ns *t*m sit i wrosslt era* «trar 
•mm etp vft raw i ***tn att* « «rif* *pt ct f*** «tKwr wtts m p ra its ; top* 
■WWW CT W <t MH <i yi ntsnsdti (A votes : ft* m stpr i ) ’ *u*r 
4 lw« W*j*tp* ra Wife?* cst* 'ttfsi pit i wim ra f*p|* rat — Communist 
Party of India* ra i Communist Party of India— *1*7*11 tffefri s*to st* fram *tW i 
^ n Sr™" &«"* 1*1 siirot* sjrfthifsistri wr t*m»i wn bomb 
r?t? ; stab rar* i a*; a sift** CommunisUn bomb wro *t era 

™ WTO rani wfi tf*rj *0* 1 *1 1* 4 «*ra fraO cram Communist*** m 
Wttrra nnfsi rat Communist Party of India otto* totto *jfeti afro st* frai 
« *;;ra w-Sabtoagea* ra i w**i sit- mfe* ra, p life* ra win n*tta mw 
wra.rafi, jlSti* *** era raft, sms pit *** nfe* ra .jfe*^ w%vs sit— 
Wra Communism, classless pjOOi Society, at &pii 7 i-tts Communist Party* 
raraw* cst* infst c*ti ’irt'si tress— to im I Communist Party* ra wilt** w* 
aeti os's* ’inf *7 *it* i pifri rr*s— 

if*?*** ***** KHUDA BUKHBH : On a point of order, Mr. Speaker. The 
what i i Un ‘ u ' ebat 1 1H the action of ,lle Police on certain days, but 
iourie on’ IW •* T’ r“ 1 "‘ e " tn ' atine the House " itl1 18 * 

io “ " «** | ”“* «'™« 

Or. tUAESH CHANDRA BANERJEE : p* „*_*pfis *, } *fe **,, 

wra* rrap* to rat ftp* wrt *n i-tf wfe raj sit-n* it* *p ^ ^ 

•rmt wtNm* to* *t** , cst* raraj* ra win rarafttra ***** TO sit w , fro 
f T t r mUniBt Part> ' ? wt» ** pit wcTO , at it ftra 

^ W ,Wm ^ [«*• 5*1* nt*7*m TOn wn* 

raTnZ'STr " 3 ^ ’ Vl ^ ^ «*" ** ^ «.».* 

nUiTTfi. ^ tr^ttt scat araraScTOni wraft* 

«f% ettsi* «. raw*,*™*,, trot, ^r*«t wra * ®to ^ 

rr ^ m 1 j" ^ ^ ^ *i etifi ; C5*ft\*w*ro 

™ ^ 1 wm *m* rat— 151*1 *i ftj wm top, wttro Wo* feu* era top i 

(At this Stage the blue light was lit). 

*f*!i «mr v«¥| *m to- - 

"S tle E J KE f ! , ^ f* 0 ^ 60 ’ 1 may iaf ° rm >’ ou that 1 h *™ ™ Power to 
atend the time limit in this debate. 

“Z U Z*ll H !r D r A BANEWK ! Dem0cratic State4 WW. 

^ ” 1 ' "to**™* *<*7 rat TOTtra m toi , 

^ fuu, era ra =n ra. uro TOfprt, 
wra to<p^ ph ra wt* *w toto, uro tra* *p, *p< *t*pt , atitron, awt, 

»g^y a*t at *»p* a*ti tragedy* *t*p wr*r tnfeu rafe i 



ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


1949.$ 


W 


Mr. Speaker, Sir, I now wish to say something in English. We are 
now in the midst of such a tragedy. If India had been a totalitarian state 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed 

his seat ) . 

Jiaafc ABUL HASHEM : into wfiiMtmntwi, wtfi wwwti w?m mr mmwm wci 1 ^ 
wh fwdHSfd ficnm? wit mwi wif*ji wfrrei w *it?pnwrw wwro wit i wfwwtg i y itfti 
fam witwti cw wwv wfrn w$n cm cm cm Hfwffi utw, cm? *wi wwwtiTim wwwrwti* 
wrf» *sizw wwfi wws *ttm an i it trtrai fafi v‘dm--wnmr n win mi wtm 
~ 3 n wm wh wiwn wrn wtd it w«n faf*F 3 w’d vm wifi car few 4 * tfH* 
4 t www wwvf nw< m ar=rr wrtad it* t wifw ts< dt«fci fiwc* 4 t wfeitw wrfi— n Mi 
trrs fttwi *wm it it *wi cw td wifintfi~d iiwfwrw wni m 411 wrmti vftw 
wwi fan 4* www wnf% *?fi wit fix* wntitim Tofa w :i 411 wi ^fs irvf i 4 *wi 
Iftw n ci vi msmwtw n, if 3 4 H wf^tw rrmi wtfe ifwt fcwm 

ifa* it wwtfwtw cw in vmti wfefe win wm cw* in cw* wife *fem wmn wife 

Clin * 11 * I fan CWl TCI 4 * ^HfwtW WITH IWM W\n TTd H— 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE : Mr. Speaker, Sir, can wo have a copy of the 
newspaper which the Hon’bJe Minister is reading ? 

Mr. SPEAKER : Please don’t read. 

Janftb ABUL HASHEM : cumcarii iiifVtw w*mn wwm winwid n 4 inni* wi*fcw 
wf*rs mn mti an, cum wun din nrt wife *[in crnim men tfn *¥zr* itwm 
c w it www wjrw 4wfe wtmtmt <t*5Tci "fii fan in cwfewfe (A Voice : wfwSfiiti f ) 
411 wrum m famn cii wn oti fin ftm wtw wife wwm wtii 

iti w’d fintitfT w’nti 1 wrwtw cit mi wf* rti 4 to nci>d wirwdti 
III I 4 fald wmtbll IIW 5 1 'Itfar Wifi? wtl 4 i loll II w' * mil Wftl 

*fm flairs m wmi ci iTsft tr?n 11 w citi trrm w«»j fiti ^it»i fir.ii cw wf® witw 
wr*} ir?s «it^ 411 ciwan cii*i si 4 feti w wmmi itw mi 4 t >rctsj mv <i ^iron 
few isf 1 r^tn i:it» v n 5 *rttk 13 wtt^i 1 m <ff*R unti w:cyi »nsi«if^ vt*"i mwtwft 
with 4 wn ic«mi ci wfilsfii “itf ' c’fii wtc’j *ttti 11 411 *imi n 4 it 

weir's wittftiw n 411 fe <ii wtw^ nfw «rti® 1 wtfw wit^jn 

*ni cwtti 4 in ift^ 5 ii cw ^riwi sitwfe wi^ivi wtv win *n (A Voice 
Q uestion ) wtw m rnc?, cwt wtiwwn Iw frrsm enm wwv wifi nftwi 

w’n 4 nfi 1 f%fi orwn wmi n wrtan wrfi wripr ivmfs wwmtw win wit-- rr® 4 wn 
vn wmw n fe wtfw »r^ wfi cw wntn »rrr--cw wittpi 11 vs wit wm tntm 1 
(A Voice : fw cwrtw wma ? ) wti mw 4 fr$Ttw cw wrfwcwwm cw, wtwn nm?uTtw i^wmfl- 
wv^i i* M 4 wfri n w’fe ewim woi wm feifksn, fwi wrmfww? cum wooiwgo wm 
crfl owtw jtwtww cum cifianti un wm w-rtprewren oti wtn^i mni cwfrw 
i^wn ii-tt-snwm inSud, cwnci wrs coo cmtwi wrwwi n ciim ^rCrvmfri w^ wm fwmv 
(Tit fw fi n 1 wtnt fferm wn ^f?n Tm w n, wmum « ^ttF cwtw cw 
wrft wci iftif cwfri 1 wtv wnm 11 1 wTwn wt» wm 4wfe tfwh wtfwwttn ^ 5 < 1 cwwttiw 
wtfw^fVi itm in 41m tj’wT'Tfi fwcwi rin itrw wwi rmfe cw 1 Bw itrjirwn *ttm w 
CWCW Wl?t Id wtdf, 411 TTdl FT 5 ft ?1 Fd I flfl CW^tl CFtlfStWI 411 IWftW 

wi-sm wwi ffeffmi wrwtw cwwn wf» tit h f’v wi’tw €n new *&A w cwitnw isn 
wiiwi f‘^ ^ni 

witwt wtw ifw wmtu fw»pi wtwi cw wtn m i Tifti *m»w, wrmtm itwwrfi Ftiti, 
w*Ftw cwm nij t c w n fii rici d i wtn #rffe iti m Sftw cw wrim ifw fwft n i 4 ti 
wm wiwti cw wiwm wt^t** nfwrs 4 wfe wttii 
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mto vn nm flfw rtt* >Mi «i W cWf <fnra’ dr* jrsrfhr 
w^pwn tro tow ws wfis i firf? 5rtrei Tftfcfal *nR » t*prei i dfc ftpm 
WT^WtTW fkyPl WTWW, WtfefWftW fyjFl TO(W I TO CWT* CTO ¥Wl WWT3 cTOf TOrei 
fi i wf’cro wrrerrre crof* *Jt**z* «wwi wrora ijtitwi « to i <wrerw crjtwi tow, to 

4WWW &ft ton I to ?«R* 4TOJ- to jtWRTO 5WW1 WTOR CW^TWTO &BCI CTOTO 
TOtoRI TOT ®1J TO1 WTRUffr W^TO TO* c?WTO tfliwre WWTO* TOWWICTI WTOTO 

m i to 4TO f;wi tfhrro ®wwi to toe* f fccwwftre to toi cw “Strong 
antipathy betrays deep inner sympathy.” 

C f CTOTO ms TO 4WEWI TOCW VTOJI ^ WTO I 4 TOW TOW 4*faw 

<Jn cwre cwre cto swf cHcw wtre TOf TO) tow fKTO tow Srisfrorc, rsww to TOto cw 
**cwwm“TOt efawi” tohm toc* stiwitofa wrosi nn to tow, TOtren^cw wit 
TO W1 CTO TOC?pr CWTOW TOTO wfwfcfwfcStft TOT* I fcft WTTOW— TO^Ff* ^ 'Q TOWWICWI 
wrwr cro *ftvr wit i sto to TO w:to w’wrw i wtotw ’tfawwro, wrfvresitw wrfa to 
wr^TO win 1>f TOwtw crtr rorfa 4wr wro to wtwt? tow WTfore re 4* cw wtfwwiw 
WtWWTO TOW WWWWWW WW I TOwire wfa WTO <ffa#l TOWTO ?fWW TOW TOtW TOTW TO CTO 
wrre wr* cw wrwwwrfis* crow ww *jfaft cwrw cwrw cto wrcw i wrwwi wrfw wtowtw rotfw wtwwi 
*f*i **re wrfa totcww wirww to av s cwiwrw wtowtw wrro* nvf * wwr® to i ©twrew 
cw wiwtwn, <5i wfa wrwrm wjf wnrre ww, ^fiwrw wfa crew *wre ww — m <srw cscro w? to— 
wwtf cw fs^iwtwi $1 wfw to to fare ww, ^rw’re ^rwrew cwwire fafa^ win, 

^rcw ^mwin wrwinw wftwcww tfc^T^ cron tftwi'jf wwre wrw i cwwtcw cro win wtowt? 
c wrw wfwtm wtwrr^jro toto wjcww to cwto fw ^5, ^“ttowfar’' $t 

to wcflwi cfn wrwwi cw tow wwiwcw wifwi wrwwi totw *fa— wwwwrw v wtw wtwrm irwTOit^ 

Wff — 3WW TO WKFWT3 Wlfa TOW1 Wfa W1 I to 'SlCW dto WtTO TO TO CW^Wtwftf^J tf*IT% 

wwcw« w^srew win i 4TO ^ ^![ ^cw cTOw ^rwmw w^tfw cw^w cw <jto* ufaw to 
ewiw wttTO*r*w www to wfw wi ; waR^to wrai fanrn? nfv wwi wiw wi i oat www TO 
wt#wwtnw fawn cwitoh^I w‘cw--wi wfawrw to wren ww^ wTwwwrmmn tffatnr facnw i to tot 
wi^wwfnwt wtofjfr to»r i wmi wrfa wtto tow wrwwwfatwi wtfllw ^c5 underground 
wrnw ; toww ^«i rw*fc ww re *ltwnw w i to ctow cwtw wtowtw yww wwt^s wr/t ww 1 

4Ww trj wm ^‘T-fatrcww cw^w vwn cw ? cto tftotw r to wfa witowi cwt cwwjw gww 
▼wre wi wmw, cw* crew wfa wtfwwmw wrre to totw wre to ^ to to toi to 
cw cw^w wwcw cw* WHfa^fcww, to S^tw tow wnin TOrew i ufri TOwtwi famstew 
toi www i ^wHwmw wtn*nn re re \n creto wtrw totww cto i wtow wfi- 
wwm *rwi w«nw f ^tnw fare Tftow tfcm tor w toi atn i ^twi tfanro , wfaro, €nn 
TO cro i wrwcww to wre ▼rei to, tow to wwmw re ’tor ww i cw* to cto crecww i 
farrfa TOTOw to wwfa wi i TOwmw towi ^topsi wfa t arrow w^wwwtwwi ai ren wi STO 
wnrrww ww ^fawn cro to wew tor i w#wrre arwrow awn wwca facwwwi aaw i wcw wrww 
to wwro wiw^w Jiwr ita e wroi wre wrwtorw cwtwtwtw orti »rew cw awrow wtwi crow 
« awwrwnrww waw wrwi wtwi anti-social elements row TO CTO cwro TOtw aaw 1 
cw wi TOrre to wrwrw ^ica* wfa TOwre w’cw cwro cww, totw cw* wrTOrow wtw* wrfan 
cron to av, cwcww am ^trw ftfw awt to i 

Jtnib t. M. ABDULLAH S Mr. Speaker, Sir," it it? a matter of great 
regret and humiliation that uudef^a National Government such a fatal clash 
should take place between the students and the police. The students had 
every right to express their resentment at and disapproval of the police 
action in firing tear gas shells at a procession of East Bengal refugees at 
Sealdah Station a few days ago. Tne students assembled at the College 
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Square to express their grievance*. Whatever might be the grievances— 
1 do not say whether the student* were right or wrong— -the students had 
Weary right to express their sentiments and to place their demand before 
the authority. I think in a free country, in a democratic country the 
students are entitled to express their sentiments, to put forward their 
grievances to their leaders and their Government. The students had every 
Tespect for the Congress leaders nnd the Congress ideals, but for the respect 
of Congress leaders they could not surrender their own ideals, they could 
not give up their legitimate right and claims. I think the Government 
should have shown its sense of responsibility by tackling the problem more 
tactfully. If they had done so, such a sad state of things would never 
have happened. It did not bring any credit to any Government, not to 
speak of a National Government. Everyone of us is blaming the Communists. 
Whatever happens we blame the Communists, but the plea of communism 
will not bring any credit to a National Government. Before the advent of 
independence whenever any tiling happened, our the then Ministers used to 
say that our hands are tied by the bureaucratic system of Government, the 
British Government, but today who has tied down the hands of our National 
Government? Who is responsible for this inhuman atrocities? The 
students have every right to know this from their elected representatives. 
We know that the students are as a community lovers of the country. Yet 

today we find that students of the age of 12 to 18 were shot by the police. 

The students were innocent whoever might have misled them — the Com- 
munists, socialists or any other party — no matter which party, and they were 
entitled and justified to protest against the arbitrary action of tke 
Government. Government should ponder over the immediate cause of the 
trouble. Unless you try to remove their grievances you cannot check the 
feelings of the younger generation by simph invoking the name of 
communists. The younger generation has got every right to express their 
sentiments. You cannot bring peace at the point of bayonet. If it is the 
desire of the present Government to bring peace they should try to find 
out causes of the trouble, that led the students to protest against their 

dear Government, nameU , the Nationul Government and should try their 

best to remove those causes. 

As far as I can see the trouble arose over the treatment meted out b>‘ 
Government to refugees. The unhappy refugees have got every right to 
shelter and protection, and the grievances of the voiceless refugees must 
be removed. 

As regards the police firing, today our Prime Minister Hon ble Dr. Bid ban 
Chandra Roy has given a wise and good statement. I congratulate him on 
this statement. Had the Prime Minister the courage to issue that statement 
on the very day the trouble arose, then things w«>u hi not have taken such 
an ugly course* It was the duty of the Government to give the refiigee* 
shelter and employment. But instead of t fiat bullet shots were given. 
Why was this? I cannot understand what was the police Justification in 
firing upon innocent students. I do not think the police had any justifica- 
tion. It was the duty of the police to preserve discipline and to maintain 
peace in the country, and the police were not there to interfere with 
peaceful activities of ‘the citizen. It was the duty of every citton to help 
the police to do their duty in maintaining discipline. But the police were 
not justified in firing upon the innocent young students without sufficient 
reasons. The police have got their power, but there must be a limit to 
that power. The police ought to have been wise and the officials should 
have been tactful when dealing with such a mob, as young lads and girls 
are always carried away by emotions. But instead of dealing with the 
situation in that way the Government officials have taken to other course. 

Sir, let the Government prove that they are justified in their actions for 
toning the firing order. Only blaming the Communists for everything will 
not do. Therefore I suggest that aft impartial enquiry be made. NOW, 
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Sir , about the firing it is a sad occurrence which reminds us of the Rashid 
Ali Day. I demand on behalf of the younger generation, on behalf of the 
student community that an impartial enquiry committee should be appointed 
by the Government to enquire into the firing incidents and to show to the 
people of the province that the Government were right in their action so 
that the voice of the people who are criticising the Government can be 
choked. I hope Government will consider my suggestion. I find there is 
a mob spirit among the masses and this sort of anti-social activity is showing 
its head everywhere. May I ask the Government what they have done 
to stop that mob spirit? It is Government’s responsibility to curb that 
spirit. On the other hand you are encouraging such a spirit by adopting 
forcible measures. I hope Government will ponder over the matter. The 
situation today may not be so grave as you think but if you allow things 
to go on like this, if the students are allowed to go on in this way, nobody 
knows what will happen in future. 

With these words, Sir, I support the adjournment motion of Janab 
Khuda Bukhsh. . 

«*> Ji J* r* ji wy-l : Janab ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI 

jS V* 1 - o 5 "J 8 * J 3 r 16 Ijv Ji J 

v*U JLX* j»> ji o jj| ^ ^ ji 

** t 3 * &*• 18 r- 3 lT 8 

r 34 s^ 1 * 3 o' 1 “ ca* U* ■*»! <£“ \J** ^ vs* v* 1 * j4J) 

13 J 3 •* ji ^ Ji J jjl H* 8 v* 1 - Ji& ji 

* lijSU. is jis ass o j3 \ 

* JSWv >1 v l : Th * Hon’bl* Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY 

^ a* J 8 v* 1 - ji}j ^ v 1 * : Janab ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI 

15 J - iiOi •S'fV ^ <S ^ $1 - 1+3 Us Ji 1 ^, 

" ^ vJb •* ^kr 3 Jj* ^jij - 1 ^ vi»*el ^ ^ *~j0 

J, 1 U 4 | J -fi Opposition ji J «s ^ Ul» .SI* ^ ^ 

c> (J 5 cO 38 ‘» 31 - J’ J 4* u 3 ^ 8 treft t t-A 0 s caJ 38 fi ^J 8 

Pwli*. ^ IS - Jiji JsJl# ji (Opposition) *A)U-i- ^ Jiji /lK| 

J* 8 J>*.A 18 u 3 lj J* jjl~j J±J mentary Procedure 

lj Vote ^ jJ* ^jS ^ j.\ 4 ^JjS Jtji IS J by, 

All dttH <? v- 1 - jijJ ^ v-* 3 * ^ ^ Jiy> J 18 ^1 j 

vs 3 ^* ^ (j^jl <tf-l ji «&! y j*l - ^ ^>1 

* ctfJ 8 ^ Jjl J 3 o/ 1 * 0 A4y ^ ^ 

Th* Hon’bl* SH BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: On a point of order, Sir. 
Is it not an insult to the House when the honourable member says til 
cir *m * wm cvtwwfa m \ 

Janth Mdk KHUDA BUKHSH* The Chair understands Urdu better than 
the Hon’ble Minister and he will surelv preserve the dignity of the House. 
The Chair can be trusted to preserve tVie dignity of the House. There has 
been no reflection on the Chair. %> 

Tto Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHAS I leave it to vou, Sir, to 
decide whether the words tvere not insulting to the House, t heard the 
honourable member clearly saying In cjWto im ci Hu ife fTtt i 
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I put it to him whether he said this or not. 

Mr. SPEAKER t Well. Mr. Siddiqi, I also felt at that time that it was 
like that. It should not have been used. 

J ^ r> U. ^ : Janab ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI 

SS ^ fU IS S| j v b* jS| ^ ^ *saS Ij - IjS jLA* 
tlM ^Ayl jij* o x* j3 J 5 i»rl ’j* ifj* 3* c/** 

JS. J > IjJj ^ J > v® 1 - J*33 *}* ^ > V> ^ u»J* w 

• ^ UiiU jiU. ^ ^ *- c/Mf LfJ3V 

j3 iS l+j ^ v M b j s I>J* 3* c/** J* 1 3<> ,a *J ‘v' 1 * 

^ J“ tZJ^ vl ^3+> W % «e® 

ss 35 * 3 J* u^34~^ tr*3* U* vl i-rJ «r* lt! ^ 

^ g| «S b3| ^3 ^ Jj* ^3 S - X* a^ 3 U^ 3 «W* tJ 5 (J3 3 * 3 * Jjl 

^ ^ ^U- ic* r b 15 J - «* ^J 1 a 3 * 3 Nationalism r b <S ^j* 

^Is J ‘M|j vh? ‘.r® ^ IjJ- j 3> 33* o 5 ^3 «/*• c' b -33 a i Jj' 

«S ^ (X* a 3 c/ 3 * ^ ^ at** - * - ^ U^tJI Lf& 

43 b* ^ jy J v» - a* 3 a 3 ^ ^ ^J3* 0 s r- 1 0- 1 -tfl a* 3 r 3 ® •v' 3 "* 

^j- ^1 *Si# l33i ^ «£*J^ 3* 'i'lX* utj J 3 ue* 3 U 33 * c'’ , * 3 3 S jV ^ 

JlijS ^ ^J 3 ft eI 15 h 3 ^ a* 3 a 31 ** J3 4 Jjl a 3 .; 8 # sf 34 ^ ■o'jj 

^ v^lU ^3 ^iS Ji O ^ jJ" CV*- Jj' j* J j*l “ <*}fi 

J ^ a* e! ^ o 3 ^ J* «r4y Student Community ^ 

^ ^1 ^ h^ 5 U3J&* H 31 - t? <j3~^ ‘t ' 314 vX* “ J**-? i J*3 vJ^ J* 

^(5 b jjl ijl- jjl ^ cA^* 3 ® 'v' 3lt uaT* hj* 

* eI Jjl * 11, ^' 1,33 c^* sr'hj srWw x- CA? 3 ^ 

r 3 ® v 311 - j*l - * aj 3 '^ 15 ^ r3^ 3 s v' ‘ u 'j J J*- 

Jnl Jnl -s- ^ J 5 -Sj 3 jr - -A* ^ cr* r 1 ® v 311 * x# j 3 ^ 

c^i U^ 3 ' c' ^3 S* 3 «r Ub3 ^ LJ- 1 *- h# 1 33 1 ^^rM3jS3jSjflj* 

^ ^ 13 jJ~*^ ~ c/^ 3 b ca^ 3 ^^^ J J3 T * c/^"t 

^ ^ **- J *j» *A> ^ ^ X- ^ 0 s J 833 

hs- hSj- v^ 3 ^ -a 3 *- 1 ^ <jjy— **- 13 

X* jjj* 3 o 531 3 s S3 3 c^*- ^ V 3 ^ J * j l ^ -sJj** <** <**» 

(Communist) i3j« \x jS t* 3 V - J b ij 3 * ^ ^ o | 3^ 3 l * h* 443 Lf* **J* 

— a?» J“* All 8 U33 3 ! ct*» u*V b_ W 3 

0* wA 513 UJ3 3 ! ^ ^ C/ 1 — I fi ^ * 

JStl-^ JijS J&i Ji. IS JS ^ o 3 ^ 1 W 1 * 3 3* o*#«. js'h# J1 

»S »jl — ^4!t <yj^ r- ^ Vitj 3 * 3 ^ .‘3* 1 **« •* 4 * ** *^> orM ^4 

^ jj| j^byl ^>J-j-^ i rW3 t ^<j s » 3 #- 8 3ir^>^3 s 
jy r x> ^ >33» .X* ^ ^ " c^» J3SV ^ u^ 33 

- j3S- ^ x^ 3 ^(Democracy) **33++ 3 1 ^*<3 J^-n) J 3 rPJ 3 * 3 u/^3 vy*» r 5 * 3 

. ee - .-VI JL ^jlf I/** ** Jjl rPJ 3 * 3 
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-y^Mo 33 * 1 <c“ u/ 1 * 3 vT*J sL, J d r-p#*? *t# cik? JjJS Hf ^ Ai. 

jjl Ij ^ t V L r ,l *“ •A** ~ «d ^ W* 3 .r .a* fi jy* j* 

* > 4 * 3 l f* fi vt ^ Jl (j* orJ 

j^lt oWl»! J* 0 3 **— j3 o 3 ** JS* sS- Jo oiJ 4 * 3 tf 33 — y/l j 3 ! ‘$3 jy*+ 

«s •*- *n— c vi*?l J 3 •s-W jl uv'v vr* 1 *" U* m*-- vjSj 5 **,* 
^W. r 1 * 3 aJ 1 -** ** J 3 “ <i1 Wjl j 3 v^j 1 14 k) •* (Elections) o^tUa) 

3 s yyi* 3 * Sr- 11 -*1 ’ij .tf j* 14 unf* ^• l ^» y/l J* 4 * ^ yj 31 * Jni 

j,U ^ tj-jo ^ >t3L ^jUi jf ^jSjl ^ - (jS twll ^ r (S CJ U 

o 3 ^(J-l ^1 A3 ^ (j-s 'V-^ Wi/aJ-at 3 v^kn 

^JlA, o-ljW Jo**b J** It 5 jjl - <JV ^Sij Vi^ kSij (J-4- 
V* u «J* vW A3 vt- y^rt o 3 ^ Hjv *^1 ^r* o-Ab 0 s (j* 3 * v 314 J*y f 
«^l v* 1 " oU*J»J (Education Minister) jlS Aw >4 £ ^1 jj | 

fi » l + JL •* ° *-W‘ *W jjl o^J 3 ° Ij 3 j3 I ys*- jS Jj 

Jjl ^»0 rf 3 * 13 Aj 4 yj* C'J* 13 Vi- 1 *- -s 3 *J* jjj (Active Politics) 

° UJ* 1j C*~ O 3 ,| * 3t J* 3 ‘ sJ J v/l *A> 13 •r 3 * 3 “ cVl cV- J 

Jjl ^ O 3 yji 3 - 1 ** »*<*# (Debating Societies) ^^1 'l#Jt - jS. 

yj* t't ^ J 3 ^J 3 * u 3 J Jjl v- 1 - oJ* v^e y^ 13 

y- «**t a* J*- cnlj 3 (J 3 J - c*^ 3 condemn jjl ^ |^ 
Secretariat jjb jj ^ jSJlia ^rvl* (Processions) ^ ji 

^ 'IfJL itlj* Awl is IS ^ jS ^| • % v b»- ^1* o A3 ^jito yjj'Sj* £ 
IwS (wS ^ ^ ^ HJ ^ Ji| 0 # 1^3 twJ ^hS ^ jS ^J^l ^1 

y^*»- 13 ^ ^ iW 14 i 3 Vi^J 13 jW 'W 13 J 3 Ijt yjJt “tt 3 J*!-/ 1 * 

^ jU-l Jjl s^jji £ J ‘Iji ^3 J 3 J - IjS % ^r- y.# 4 ^ 14 V*?vt 

Ji^ JJ 3 - J 3 *1 J** V- yj i*— o 3 Vi 3 ***! ** i^* 3 yj- 1 *- J^yM o 3 y^JjW ^ 
vl> y^ 1 * 3 ^ VJ 3 v^J*t* Jjl ot* uAJ* 3 ,) 3 Jj! O 3 ^ 3 J^i 3 J 13 oV$ JJ 3 - 
(Graduate) ^wijMjS jiS] ^ ,j OJ ^»ol ^ tfjjf 

yyyjj 3 | >J* *** o- vt c^* ~ «Sl ^ “ J ^* 13 .^J 3 y^* 31 * .tf 43 * o- caJj!jO*«I 

i 3 Jy) o4A,y) o 33 O 3 yJJ 3 ^ r 3 ^ Ujw (V J.U J ^SJ 
^ 13 yyJ *^ 3 J ;r" y>l jO-^'i’t 13 yyt* J * 13 4? yjjfi yjiji% 

Jjl 434 yiSH yyi 41 *,) o 3 cAi 3 !^ J* 34 * Jjl o 3 * 4 ^ * Jd J* 1 - J o 3 yjV* 

Jjl y^H O 33 ^ yiVl y/W -rt y^*» ttAJ 3 «r* V“ c/*1 A) V * 3I, W 4 

Wjl V* 1 - jiJi oJ* V 1 ^ Vy>l *# y^*> O 3 UJ’ 4 Awl ■C . w V »J- y^>t liilf yJ^W yj/W* 

(Jj'-t* yj) 13 - oj’-i •* ^Jj 3 yjtj* «tf- (Home Minister ^wjj aUjj 
0 U Si,) W ‘>3, « jS| ^ ^ J oAli. J 3 ^ ^U, J 
**v/l- A^ 3 * 3 ^ 3 J 1 * 34 ! «a<Ji- u 3 ■ yjAly) Awl *j «s 8^ iw ^w 33 j3 ^J ^-1^. 
<e- v# 34 - «e- vi^ J*I 13 A <J+> ** *r«- - J 3 yy>»V jvjl ^ 

i 3 Ijt ** j 3 ! - o 31 * 3 * •» IjV r 3 — jo 3 * c* 3 *w i 3 yj 33 yjS 13 f*M A^j y^J 
vi 3 *— I vi-l - S* 3 ^ J 34 * v'rfj 13 y/l Wjl vi 3 * 31 *^ yj 33 v/0 
{***> ^ ^ «S ^ *rf t^M Govern or get out «S IfJtf t^S JUOj 
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J 44 4* 4 1 4 is -4 s vy* 4 "4 s * ** jt - 4 s ^ (yj 4 ** 

- 4*1 *«Ji* v 3 *«>- 4 1 A 1 vl -<* U 414 'J^ J 2 (/bj* C> U* 4 s >*r> s * 

4 I U* p4^ *4 4 1 4- J cnM 4 I 4 44 y*4 s H 1 4* c^* **' bl > M •dy** "4V P>* 
jji J * -a-4 4 * 4P ^441 U4 ^ tj iS^ ll| r jll 1*4*4 %| jfi 

Ij44 15 "4 s * 44 J 3 44 ~ 4 44 - y-* 4 *H~ 44 j> -AM 4 s v>* A»> 
I* ^4 - *?» 4 W 3 a 5 * 13 44 ^-j c^*- 4 s vyH 1 * 44 j4l 4 * (Control! 

vy* 3 »y4-jV J4l 44 J 4 4 1 4i uJ^ Ail fi\ gl «* «4i m j4| 

44 s1 4 s J4 44 * 15 ^y 4 ^4* vy* 4- v*<- 44J4 4 .* 4 # a 5 

-414 vy ** 4 4-1 4 b sJ *4 vyH ^1 *Jj* r ls Al J ^ Jy-I c/* -Sy 1 r* ~ o* 4 I 4 * 

jS| iS &>jjS jS ^* 4 ^ J 4 I >Sl 4 jS JjO ji j 4 » ^11,- l A#4 44 pB 4 - vyl 

jH v* 1- 4 JJ 4 4,}* J “44 s ,a ~ P * 4 iy4- 4 41 - 4 s *4^ 4 s 4*1 4 1 ^ ^ % >*4^ 
4 - 44 tj 4 4 * b 4 1 *j 4 4 4 4 ^ vt® I 4 S ^ <yv* ( j— | ^Js ^/H 4 I 4 ^y4 44 y 4 
lj I 41 -Jy 4 -^4 vy* 4 4l -J J r*^ J* J 4 s ! t 414 ?" ^ 4 s ! 4 I W #4 
4-1 y4 (/* 44 I 4-*b 4^4 J 1 * 44 ! 15 ijH a 44 ^ 1 4- vy4- j 4 44-* 4 ^ 4 s U*' 
4^1 44 ! 14 'r'* L - 4444 4 .V v 14 * * sJ V yH 4 h-l 44 - 1 O 4 4 ^ "So 1 Jjl 47^4 4 4jb 44 
15 444 4 s vy4 J 4 4 S Jvy*4 4 ?j44j4*4-H*- -^4** 4* 4* " 4 I b yOH 41 - 
444 uAJ 4* \y4- Jo 444 - 4y4 4* 44 4» vyA 1 44V 4H-- ^ US- ^S ^ 

J^LU tS IjU^i j+~* A»l - ^ 1 J+ 1 I ^ Jo 4 s V®l« -r' ,4 t 

44I M vyH *yH 4 pH* (remedy) E ll< |_, 0 ^ yi (diagnods) 

4 s ! <4^4* O’ 1 "44 s «**• I 44 V 14 ^ U 5 U 41 ^ O 3 <* "4 s * 4*1 14 

4 s vy4 s >*~44 s r 1 * 4 cP*l vy* 4 4^-44 4 s l-J-H 1 4 - 1 O 5 4 1 ! i^*V ' i, 4J4 4, 
-44 s 40 4 ! 4 s E 114 4^1 41 ^ H? 4 4* ■* 44 H 5 4 - 4 * 4 4 O 4 s uaJO^-I 

•n 5 4 » 0 s U*> 44 I ®41 r 14 It 4 4t b r4*-4 J(S4 «=- (Prooemion) ^y4 jV ^4 
vyl- 1 ® "r^l 1, y*- U* ) 4 S4 44 s (R«preeentative8) i »>sSUl ^ rJ l ^ ,j Jly, ^jS 
4 s (H 4 S l-o S 4 i l 04 b t y 4 l t J J 4 vyVl n gl-c ^ 4 r 1 * 14 Uoder-gr&du»t<* jjl 
• lijJjS o-jo y^t 4 ! - ls*j jl^o- o-H 4 ! r 3 4 1 <i)+1 U* vy t V ,4jA 


oA(* *4 44 44 I 4 s 4 4 41 C/ 1 * 1 — '" 1 H *4 4 1 44 4 4 vy41 ^44* J*4® Hf 4 4* vyV* 
444 ts j 04 4 Vt 4 4 vy 4 -- 4 S (Oppositionist) ^4 ^jS ,-Jlj 4 s - L 

lo* jOl 4 - yj;l— ^ A 4 I -—jin *4 ^(S-lo ijj+i 444 44 I I 4 S 

sj^i jji Aj 444 ' 4 ** 44 I I s J 44 I 41 14 s1 ^OJ v/t 4 Ji Jo 4 * v **- 4 4^3 

*4«M* 


C^Ae House teas adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 


(After adjournment .) 

Mr. J. R. WALKER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I listened with interest to what 
the mover of this motion had to aay in support of his motion. He seemed 
to indicate that for the time being at least the students had lost their sense 
of responsibility and because of this they should have been allowed to defy 
law and order. According to him they should have been allowed to defy 
section 144 which other citizens are happy to obey: they should have been 
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allowed to bum trams and buses and further disorganise the over - 

burdened transport system to the inconvenience of law-abiding citizens 

(Janab Md. Khvda Bukhsh: I never said that Janab Abul 

Bashkm: I think he could not understand his own language in which 

Mr. Khuda Bukhsh spoke) I am sure I have the support of this 

House and of the public outside in deploring the deaths that have taken 
place, but I am certain that right-thinking citizens are all behind the 
Government in their determination to have law and order maintained in 
this city. 

Janab MUDA88IR H088AIH: After what has been said by the other 
speakers I do not think it was necessary for me to say anything. However 
I shall say. 

We thoroughly appreciate that the primary and elementary duty and 
responsibility of an Imperialistic and Autocratic Government is to maintain 
(law and order at any cost and at the sacrifice of everything which a demo- 
cratic people hold dear and near. The Britishers w'ere the Imperialists 
and they transferred their power to you and you have stepped into their 
shoes and have been carrying on in the same way as they used to do, 
with this difference that when agitation was raised on certain issues they 
always yielded. Moreover they were experienced administrators whereas 
you are a novice; though you have stepped into their shoes you have become 
misfit. We have enough experience of the battle cry in the shape of slogans 
and platitudes which make them speak like the parrot in the fable which 
always uttered the word “No doubt ulxmt it” to every question which was 
put to it without understanding the meaning and significance of the same. 
We have had enough experience of the police action in Indonesia and other 
parts of Asia which urges Imperialism, Colonialism and so-called 
Nationalism to ride roughshod over the rights of other people and make 
preparations for a faked constitution in the pretext that the same will bring 
in millennium and the kingdom of God on earth or Ham Raj but in my 
own opinion police action is nothing hut the manifestation of beast in man. 
These gentlemen who are enjoying the delight and delicacies of freedom 
being the fatrtfos revel in butchery, murder, arson, loot and 

abduction with which the scene and chapter of the so-called freedom opened. 
Their freedom synchronized with the murder of Mahatma Gandhi, the only 
hope and ray of sunshine in this benighted country of ours. They call 
him Father of the Nation and pretend to have absolute and undying faith 
in his message of non-violence, love, unity, fraternity, universal brotherhood, 
but I make bold to assert that this is altogether a lip service to his ideals 
and achievements. Within their breast they are cherishing and exulting 
in the Satanic and devilish idea of vengeance and retaliation. Their cry 
is vengeance, vengeance 3 fecit*, within and love, love 

without. 

I pointed out more than once in course of several speeches which I 
delivered on Budget and Constitution that the exodus from Pakistan and 
incoming to India or Hindustan has complicated the entire situation and 
that is not within the range of practical politics to find a solution for the 
same and rehabilitate, settle and provide them within the boundaries of 
West Bengal wihout doing grievous and irreparable injury to and uprooting 
the original children of West Bengal. This insolable problem is at 
the root of all the troubles with which our masters over there are confronted 
and the intense agony pnd theJIeep anxiety which they have brought upon 
themselves by their insensate, Jioolish, thoughtless activities. Mr. Speaker, 
our masters over there have sown the wind and they must now reap the 
whirlwind. Being unable to find a permanent and reasonable solution 
our masters over there have become desperate and at the same time their 
inability to find a solution brought reciprocal desperation on the part of 
so-called refugees. It is notorious that hunger, poverty, distress sow 
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the 8#id <rf so-called Communism and this Communism thrives on unrest and 
finally develops into rioting, loot and arson and other devilish acts. Had 
our masters been real wise statesmen, mature politicians and administrators 
instead of having the sole qualification of being HI they would 

have foreseen what would happen if the exodus from East Bengal was not 
prevented. They certainly would have caught the time by the forelock, 
but instead our masters lured the prominent Hindu leaders from East 
Pakistan for no other reason than lording over West Bengal leaving the 
other smaller fries to their fate. The opting ot East Bengal Hindu ofiieers 
and the flight of prominent Hindu businessmen added fuel to the fire. 
The conduct of our masters over there gave a inn-dung touch to their 
already vacillating mood of the East Bengal Hindus and lured them by 
free promise of' leadership. pro\idmg luerative employment and business 
and distribution of free doles, gratuitous reliei and tiee residences. All 
those persons left their hearth and home on flimsy pretexts and have created 
a situation unparallelled in the history of mankind. Thi** incoming has 
generated ill-will, malice and unrest and has provided a genial ground for 
rioting, murder, loot and arson ami consequent reprisal. This fury of the 
new-comers fell upon Muslims of Most Bengal and Muslims of Murshidahad, 
Malda, Nadia, Santipur. Katua and other plates fell victim to their 
nefarious activities, and conspiracy and the Government were* silent 
spectators of the oppression which was committed. Mohammed Mosa, a 
prominent leader and tinder in Ivatwa in Burdwan. was mutdered in cold 
blood in the presence of the East Bengal Subdivisional Officer, Police 
Inspector and Armed Forces and they did not raise their little linger to save 
him. 

So long tin* activities of the new-comers were broadly speaking confined 
to oppressing the Muslims and the authorities generall\ sided with them to 
harass the Muslims. Now the Muslims have been thoroughly subjugated 
and have borne t lie oppression and ill-treatment with patience mid calmness 
worthy of great personages and did not rise in revolt a* they thought their 
cry will he a cry in tin* wilderness. ( Jovernment have denied !<> them the 
facilities of employment, trade anti share in the* administration. They are 
now a subject people* having resigned themselves to their lot and their 
prayer goes to (rod for good times. 

It is notorious that a xery large* number of so-called refugees have* been 
concentrated in and around Calcutta. Seeing that our Prime Minister, 
Pandit Nehru, had impressed the view that East Bengal refugee's should 
return to their homes they became desperate and in their desperation they 
tried to embroil others. 

It seems to me that they fanned the flames and induced the impression- 
able youths to join their rank and make demands. Government savs they 
were Communists and were out to make capital out of this and create 
disaffection. Sir, the remedy lies in sending the East Bengal refugees to 
their homes, and for this purpose Inter-Dominion Conferences should be 
held and the matter should be expedited (A vojck : They are being held.) 
Yes. If the Government really desires to save West Bengal let this 
invasion be prevented and stopped and those who have come should lie sent 
back at 6nce. 

Mr. SPEAKERS Please come to the motion. 

Jamb MUDASSIR HOMAIN: Yes, Sir. Whatever it may be, so far 
as I can judge, when these students demanded the dead body I cannot 
appreciate' whv this was not given to them. They could have been given 
this dead body and they could have been permitted to cremate that dead 
bbdy under police ani military escorts and there was no necessity of 
resorting to firing. There was no justification for firing. 

Sir, with these words, I support the motion. 


8 
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Tht Hon’bla Dr. BIDHAN 0 HAMORA ROY: Sir, I thank tjie mover 
<rf this motion for giving me this opportunity of placing some facts before 
tie Souse to come to some definite conclusions on the broader issues raised. 
Bis speech was full of ire and brimstone but hard words do not break any 
, bones. They only consist of sound and fury signifying nothing. And yet 
he has referred to the previous processions and incidents besides talking 
about the incident of the 19th of January, 1949. 

What happened on the 11th January was that some students came to 
me and asked for permission to take out a procession in favour of the 
Indonesia Day when I asked this question of them: what is it that has 
evoked this particular interest in the students so far as Indonesia is 
concerned, that matter being in the hands of the Central Government and 
of the Asiatic Countries’ Conference that was going to meet soon on the 20th 
January', and what contribution could the students make by taking out a 
procession ? Then they' went out of the room and said “we shall break 
section 144”, 

Then came the next day, that is, 10th January. When Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru was coming from l)um l>um aerodrome several of these men 
instigated the refugees to lie down on Bhupen Bose Avenue so as to obstruct 
the passage of the Prime Minister. Fortunately the police knew about it 
in time to divert the traffic; otherwise there would have been some row. 

Then came the incident of the 14th January. I hear a good deal of 
sympathy being expressed for the refugees and I make hold to 'say that 
those who have spoken so much about them here have got no more interest 
in either Indonesia or refugees limn the man in the moon. The refugees 
came in large number, about dJKHI. Who brought them there? Has 
anybody stopped to ask who brought them their, who di'tiihuted leaflets 
amongst them ? Has anybody paused to ink these questions 4 :' Do the mem berg 
know that the Deputy Commissioner of Police who was proant then* was 
instructed to ask the refugees to form a gnmp ot five to go to the Prime 
Minister at Government House to represent then grievances knowing full 
well as they did that the Prime Minister came here tor other purposes? 
But that offer was refused because the students said plninh that they were 
out to break section 144 — not to further the interests oj tlu* refugees. 

Then came the incident of the 18th January. Nobody regrets more than 
I do and more than iny friends do for the deaths that were caused. We are 
very sorry for the deaths that have taken plucc. But who is resjionsible 
for those deaths? I ask you to seriously ponder over the situation. The 
University authorities had issued a notice that no meeting should be held 
withiu the University compound without the permission of t he Registrar. 
When the meeting was being held for the pur}K>se of the Indonesian cause 
and they were going to start a procession, the Registrar remonstrated with 
them and the Registrar was pushed back. This was the report received 
from the Vice-Chancellor and the Registrar who asked us to send Police to 
give them the help that they needed. The procession went out of the com- 
pound. What happened then was that brickbats came in showers, not one or 
two. Did anybody care to go there ? I did, although people think I did not. 
If anybody had cared to go he would have found that the place was strewn 
With brickbats. Where did the brickbats come from? How is it that some 
houses had a load of brickbats? The brickbats were thrown not only 
against the police but against the passers hv as well. There were some who 
were injured by the brickbats. Then came the bombs. Where did the 
bombs come from? From the sky? Was there not any premeditation behind 
it? That is the question I ask. I do not for a moment say that in all the 
instances the police were justified m firing to the extent of causing death. 
That is a matter which I am going to enquire, and I will welcome any 
person who has personal knowledge of any particular incident to give me 
the incident, so that I may enquire about the matter! but that is not the 
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deatr°yed the tram oars, who gutted them, who 
destroyed the Gt«to Wm which were put on the road in the interests of the 
people to use them. The Government of West Bengal have got Tvery poor 

“ the 0{ ih ™ cannot afford MS 

" ' iri H t0 ff ive the “ the buses, and what 

A ivT m,!! L e da , ys t , lme > five new ones, have been 

destrojed. Whose money has been wasted P It is the people's money. 

It is not your money; it is not mv money either. Who is it that instigated 
them to do so? Then again wlmt happened next? The tramway wire* 
were cut. Who cut them? There must la- somebody (here who knew or 
ought to have known that tramway conducting wires carry a very high 
voltage. There must be some experts behind it. When (lie I-'ire flrigado 
came the} found that o or 0 hydrants between the Presidency College and 
the corner of College Street and Harrison Hoad were absolute]} out of 
repair. I hey had been destroyed and the Fin* Brigade could * not use 
them. Who destroyed them and why / The fire was burning. The Fire 
Biigadc ‘wanted to give help and stop the tire from consuming the ears. 
Who threw; brickbats and bombs at the Fire Brigade people* Wlmt was 
their fault/ \\ hat was the fault of the bus conductors/ What was the 
fault of the driver of the ear which belonged to the llimlustlmn Standard 
and which was carrying- the papers to the Seuldah Station that lie should 
he dragged down and heavily injured* What was the fault of Dr. Suresh 
(.‘liatidj a Banerjee except that he had the boldness and courage to say m 
public wlmt he thought w iks the correct position to take, for which he' was 
almost throttled/ 


But tor the timely intervention of some students and the Resident 
Surgeon of the Medical College he would have been throttled. Who wan it 
that instigated }oung boys to take petrol and kerosene to fire to the 
Hon ble Mr. Katipada Mookerjce s bouse/ Is it not a tact that \oiing 
students had been paid IN. o each to throw a bomb at the motor-cars/ A 
limn has been caught and he lias admitted that it is so. He was told that 
if he thiew the bomb oik e be would get Us. •» and ever} tune another IN. 5. 
What does it lead to* Then again, Sir, if you look at tin* figures of the 
injured during the last three days the number of portfolio injured was about 
07 ; T] had leceived bullet wounds and were injured bv bombs. The* 
police had no bombs. Who threw them/ Where did the} get them from? 
That is the question I have got to ask. It is perfectly true that the House 
could ask that the conduct of the police should be enquired into. Watt 
there anybody here or outside who would take note of all this and try ami 
find out who are the culprits who have done all this/ It does not happen 
merely by the hhootli of the British as Mr. Siddiqi says. Where did th» 
hhooth come from and where did it go/ 


Sir, ordinarily firing is resorted to under four conditions. One is that 
firing is done for the purpose of decimating the enemy. That does not 
happen in civil life. Second!} firing is done for the purpose of protecting 
property and life of individuals. Thirdly firing is done also when tin* 
police or the army fiuds that the forces against them are too many and too 
great. Fourthly firing is done, as is allowed in all civilized countries, in 
self-protection. When I heard of the firing 1 felt that the time had come 
when the police should be asked to use firearms onl> as a last resort and 
I have issued a statement to that effect. I have also issued a statement 
that as a sort of compensation for those w ho have died, their families should 
be given as much financial help as they require in view of their financial 
condition. .But I ask you, I urge upon you to answer this question. What 
next? Quo Vadis. The world today is divided into two groups, those who 
w^nt a settled and ordered state of affairs and want to lead a peaceful life 
and those who revel in anarchy, those who know how to destroy but fail 
to construct, those who only create a void but do not know how to fill that 
woid. And to every member who is present here and to the public outside 
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-let me appeal to ponder over the stiuation. We have come ^ the C3 - 0s 
road* —I am not talking merely of this country' but I aih talking of th, 
world at large and this country is part of the world — we have come to thi : 
stage when we have got to decide as to which way we shall go. In the 
matter 1 was very glad to find Mr Biddiqi raise the question as to whether 
* students should take part in public affairs. That is a matter again which 
We shall consider. Jlut I want you to ponder over the statement of tht 
Prime Minister of India that today freedom and peace are indivisible, that 
if in taking upon myself the responsibility of putting forward any scheme 
of freedom which means destruction of peace, that freedom is a snare, is a 
delusion, is a mere chimera; it is no use calling that freedom. If I want 
freedom for nryself or a group of people, freedom to act as they like they 
must understand the hazards also. I have a like claim to have freedom. 
That is why in the Legislature which controls the activities of human 
'Affairs in civilized society we lay lown different restrictions. That is why 
provision lias been made of section 144 so that it might at times be used to 
quiet down a tense situation and bring about peace. Whether in this 
particular instance section 144 should be applied or not is not the question. 
The question is whether or not we are prepared to accept this position that 
freedom and peace are indivisible. Sir, I ask every member of the House 
to pause and consider this. Violence against violence is no remedy; it 
produces more violence, more delusion and it creates more destruction in 
the end. Therefore, Sir, I do ask the mover not to indulge in violent 
expressions and merely create more violence and more delusion in the minds 
of those whose minds are yet in a formative stage and are not yet settled. 
With these words I move that the motion be rejected. 

The Hon'ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: 1 move that the 
question be now put. 

The motion of Junuh Md. Khuda Ilukhsh that the business of the 
Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urgent public 
importance and of recent occurrence, namely the police action resulting 
in the death of five persons and injuries to over 50 persons on 10th January 
1040 in the College Square area, Calcutta, was then put and lost. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 0-5 p.m. till 4 p.m. on Monday, the 
24th January, 1949, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



roceedingt of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1936 , 
as adapted. 


The Assemble met in tin* Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, the 
24th January, 1949, at 4 pan. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the lion ’hie Sri Imvar l).\s Jalax) in the Chair, IQ 
Hon’ble Ministers ami 59 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

(Held-over question No. 12.) 

Canteens for factory workers. 

M2. Sri SYAMA PROSAD BARMAN: ytt ) Will the Hou hh Minister 
in charge of the Lutour Department W pleased to state- 

(0 the number of factories in West Bengul wheie more than 250 wot kora 
are ordinarily emphned; and 

{in whether rules have been made under subject ion (1) of seetiou •tu 
of the buctories (Amendments Act, 1917, duecting the owner or 
owners oi oven such factory to piovide ami maintain tor t ho \iso 
of all persons employed in the laetory adequate and Hint aide 
canteens? 

(b) If the answer to u/Vn) lie in tin* negnti\e, will tin* Hon'hle Minister 
W pleased to stote whether he is considering the desirability of making rules 
immediately and appointing insjxatmi to insjiect these < nnbvns ? 

MINI8TER in charge of the LABOUR DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blt 

8rs Kalipada Mookerjee): <//)•#! There aic d’Kt mh h fm tories in Went 
Bengal. 

(n) Diaft rules on the question of direct i\c to s}#»< ified factories to piovido 
adequate and suitable mil toon* have Wen framed and published on pages 
U4d and 1144 of Bart I of the t'nlcutfn (ln:ciU of the 2<ith August, 19-18. 
under notification No. 29l9I,ah., dated the I fit !i Septemlier, CMS, and will 
lie taken into consideration on or after the *MHb NovemWi, CMS, 

(b) The question does not aiW*. 

8ri SYAMA PR08AD BARMAN: Will the ITon’lde Minister be pleased 
to state whether the rules ha\e Wen made finally? 

Tho Hon’ble 8ri KALIPADA MOOKERJEE; The rules have not yet 
Wen finalised but I think they will W finalised very soon. At the present 
moment there are about 222 canteens functioning in the different industrial 
centres. 

8ri 8YAMA PROMO BARMAN: Will the TTmBble Minister W pleased 
to state whether, as the rules have not yet Wen finalised, there is scope for 
gyring suggestions by way of amendment;*? 

The Hon’ble Sfi KALIPADA MOOKERJEE; Some suggestions have 
already Wen received, but I think there is still scope for making further 
suggestions. 
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Rropo ud a oquitition of tend it Bolurghit for orootmg Poiioo Bornoko. 

*21, trl tATIBH CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the Government is acquiring land at Balurghat for erecting 
Police Barracks P 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the area of land required for such purpose? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the area notified for acquisition includes homesteads, 

residential houses, hutments ana household structures; 

(ii) the area of the open land to the north of the existing Police Lines 

at Balurghat; and 

(Hi) whether the President or Secretary of the Balurghat Congress 
Committee suggested any alternative site for the erection of the 
proposed barracks? 

(d) If the answer to (c) (Hi) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason why the suggestion was not accepted ? 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Bri Kiran Banker Roy, Minister in charge of the Home Department): 

(a) The question of the locution of headquarters for the district of West 
Diitajpur has not yet been settled. Balurghat is one of the places under 
consideration. If the District Headquarters are located there, Government 
intend to acquire land there for erecting Police Barracks. 

(b) 34 '17 acres if Balurghat is selected. 

(e) (t) No notification under section 4 of the Land Acquisition Act lias 
yet been published and none can he published till the question of location 
of the headquarters is decided. The area previously considered includes 
homesteads, huts and other household structures. 

(ii) There are no Police Lines at Balurghat at present. If by “Police 
Lines” the honourable member means the school hostel where the police 
fore* is now temporarily accommodated, G8-41 acres which is the area of 
the open land to the north of the said school hostel. 

(Hi) No. 

( d ) Does not arise. 

Removal of tbo Premananda Dispensary for Leprosy, Calcutta. 

•22. Sri ANNADAPRABAD MANDAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Health Department be pleased to state — 

(«) y&C T W (Leprosy) SKffTH* ?TTfa fa ?T; 

(4) Kfa srcr w srnrr tto & rare** fsfam? jrto 

toft swnro? far fasr fa*r*K fa ?t; 

(e) d?$*t TbfTOWS (Premananda Dispensary for Leprosy) 

aim nrf'rot err© wrt fa atr; 

(d) scrfTOt $«cr fafa «RT CTO WCTC? «WWf?S TO? TO TdWMI TOR fa 

MINISTER in charge of tbo HEALTH DEPARTMENT (tbo Hon’W. 
Dr. BMum Chandra Roy): (a) nOMOl* swmw 
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$ InfB ' V t * c«ir*t*m fa*l> fctww «rmt wn t ww Sfcr 

tfee nfwv aroi «fa*r swra* $110*1 a ifww' «nf*w 

t*ro sfoy, fac*w *fm 4(«v*<m«vnwif,; stra *m\ 

(«) rrt WIM ^t5*t outdoor Tbf*WW*& «fTCYI 

(«*) wnrec: Syt utmfus *m tro faro *T*n wfa n\ 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(•newer to which waa laid on the table) 

Grant for improvement and development of 8ilk Industry. 

11. Sri 8HYAMAPADA BHATTACHARYYA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Industries Department he pleased to stute whether 
uny grant has been made for the improvement anu development of Silk 
Industry ? 

( })) If tfxe answer to {<i) he in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state the amount spent in the Province, district by district, for 
the period from loth August, 1017, up to date Y 

MINISTER in charge of the INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT (thi 
Hon’ble Sri Nalitii Ran] an Sarker); <«) Yes. 

(b) Amount spent from loth August, 11)47, to 31st December, 194S— 




Its. 

AS. 

p. 

(11 

(2) 

Murshidabad 

... 3,99,323 

6 

9 

Malda 

... 3,29,802 

7 

6 

(3) 

Bankura 

14,774 

0 

0 

(41 

Birbbum 

15,504 

0 

0 

(5) 

Darjeeling 

14,820 

0 

0 



7,74,313 

13 
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GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Mahajati Sadan Bill, 1049. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDARi Kir, I beg to 
introduce the Mahajati Sadan Hill, 1949. • 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMflARt Sir, 1 beg to 
move that the Mahajati Sadan Bill, 1949, In* taken into consideration. 

Sir it is known that there is a deep sentiment attached to the question 
of the Mahajati Sadan. Its foundation-stone was laid by the late Kabiguru 
Rabindranath Tagore and the whole venture was initiated by Netaji. We 
have witnessed only yesterday what spontaneous emotion of the people 
moved the entire nation from one end to the other, and it stands as ft 
standing shame to us that the structure of the Mahajati Sadan has still 
xlmained unfinished. The Mahajati Sadan, we expect, will stand as a 
memorial and monument to sortie of the greatest achievements of our nationM 
movement for liberation. In this connection I should like to recite the 
fact regarding the Mahajati Sadan for the information of the members of 
this House which perhaps are more or less known to all. Shortly after the 
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release of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from detention in 1937 it was 
decided at a conference of representatives of the citizens, held on the 17th 
April, 1937, at 38/2, Elgin Road, the residence of Netaji, to start the 
Subhas Congress Fund and make collections for presentation to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose who proposed to build a hall to be used for purposes 
of promoting the political, intellectual, moral and physical well-being of the 
people of this country. For this purpose the Subhas Congress Fund Com- 
ic ittee was formed at a meeting with Sri Nripendra Chandra Mitra as 
Secretary, Kumar Debendra Lai Khan, since deceased, and Sri Basanta Lai 
Murarka as Treasurer. In furtherance of this object Netaji took lease of 
the plot of land at Chittaranjan Avenue, measuring aliout two bigkas 
from the Corporation of Calcutta. His application to the Corporation of 
Calcutta was made nn the 19th April, 1938. On the 3rd of August, 1938, 
the Corporation passed a resolution to grant that lease and eventually the 
lease was granted to him on the 24th of August, 1938. The lease was 
granted bv the Corporation of Calcutta for a period of 99 years and the 
conditions provided that rent was to lx* paid at the rate of Re. 1 per annum 
on the 21th of August each year. A building with a big hall should be 
constructed within three >enrs from the date of taking over jmssession. A 
Board of Trustees consisting of not less than five and riot more than seven 
members should U* appointed from amongst the respectable citizens of 
Calcutta including the Mnvor if he gi\es his consent, and on the termination 
of the lease or on the institution ceasing to exist at an earlier date the land 
should revert to tin* lessor Corporation. 

Platts for the proposed building were drawn up by Netaji and sanctioned 
by the Corporation of Calcutta on the 14<li November, 1938. The late 
Kaviguru Rabindranath Tagore was approached by Sri Subhas Chandra Bose 
for laying the foundation stone of the proposed construction, and he blessed 
the endeavour and ga\ e the name of Mahajati Sudan to the proposed 
structure. On the l!)th August, 1939, in a historic gathering of the citizens 
of Calcutta headed by Netaji Subhas Chandra Rose, the foundation stone 
of Muhajnti Sudan was laid by Ourudev. and the construction of the 
building started thereafter with funds collected in the Subhas Congress 
Fund. Contributions in cash as well as in kind in the shape of building 
materials were received from time to time. The total amount of over 
Rs. 1 lakh was thus reported to have been collected in cash and kind and 
spent in the construction works. Before the construction of the building 
could he completed, however, in circumstances known to all, Sri Subhas 
Chandra Bose disappeared in January, 1941, while the construction of the 
building was continuing. It is common knowledge that at the time of his 
disappearance there was a prosecution pending against Sri Subhas Chandra 
Bose in the Court of the Presidency Magistrate, Calcutta, under the Defence 
of Tndia Rules. In connection with this case instituted bv the then British- 
rwin-Muslim league regime it was directed bv the Court to attach all the 
properties’' of Sri Subhas Chandra Bose. The Malta inti Sudan also was 
attached on the 12th March, 1941, under the order of the Additional Chief 
Presidency Magistrate, Calcutta, under rules 38(5') and 38(1) (a) and (c) of 
the so-called Defence of Tndia Rules. The construction hud to be dis- 
continued and hence could not lie completed. The unfinished structure at 
Chittaranjan Avenue, has thus stood to the shame and sorrow of us all 
its a sad commentary to the inability of the citizens of Calcutta to do honour 
to a simplified endeavour associated with two of the greatest son* (of India 
who havt> 4 lived in this citv. Thereupon the elder brother of Netaji, firi 
Snrnt Chandra Bose and Sri ^Nripendra Chandra Mitra, the constituted 
attorney of Sri Subhas Chandra Bose, opposed the attachment of Mahoiaji 
Sadnn on the ground that it was not the personal property of Sri Subhas 
Chandra Bose and that he was roerelv a trustee of Mahaiati Sadan. This 
objection was overruled bv the Criminal Court, and eventually there was 
a civil suit instituted in the High Court on the 25th August, 1941, on this 
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ifraiie by Sri Sarat Chandra Boee and Sri Nripendra Chandra Mitra on 
behalf of themselves and the public against the then Government of Bengal 
and the Receiver for a declaration that Sri Subhas Chandra Bose had no 
such beneficial interest in the property as could have been attached in such 
proceedings and the lease obtained was on behalf of •the general public. 
After the National Government led by the Congress came into power, the 
pending prosecution against Sri Subhas Chandra Bose was cancelled and 
withdrawn as early as 30th July, 1947. The civil suit in the High Court 
recentlv ended in a consent decree at the instance of the present Government 
of .West Bengal. This decree was obtained on the 3(Hh June, 1948, and it 
was declared bv the High Court that the Mahujnti Sadun was not the 
personal property of Sri Subhas Cliandrn Bose, and that he was merely a 
trustee on India If of the general public, in whose benefit the lease of the 
property was really obtained. 

In the circumstances T have already stated, the construction of the 
Mahajati Sudan remained unfinished and no Board of Trustees could be set 
up by Sri Subhas Chandra Bose who had proposed to set up such a Board 
on the completion of construction of the building. Tbe Government of 
West Bengal have therefore decided to acquire the land and the unfinished 
structure thereon in order to complete the building and to set up a Board 
of Trustees for management and maintenance of the institution in eon* 
son n nee with tbe purpose of the original lease. The Mahajati Sudan Bill 
has accordingly been drafted and i< now before tbe House and seeks to give 
necessary powers to the Provincial Government to take action in this liebalf. 

Sir, I think it may be rightly said that the Mahajati Sudan, when com- 
pleted, will bouse a kind of a museum and mementos which will be a 
landmark befitting the city of Calcutta to illustrate phases in our struggle 
for national lilieration. On an occasion like this one cannot but conjure 
in one’s mind the great atmosphere and the aroma of the day when in an 
assemblage of tbe citizens of Calcutta and in flu* presence of Gurudev and 
Netaji the great venture was started. 

Sir, I hope the House will bear with me if I take the liberty of reading 
in original tbe address, or a portion of the address of Xetnii Subhas Chandra 
Bose when he called uf>on Gurudev to lav the foundation stone of this 
great, venture. Netaji said as follows: — 

anrfirawta TPJ VfTF? vrPt Cnrffr I 

wwr wpjh w r s csw VnwtfWi 

^pn wraprfw^? c'trv wspt cvt*f w ’ r3 T ; c*t vyw .1*1*1 *rn, cutn '•l*v r * ih€li 

(TRf^tlT WPp ^ttrw 'J** 1 WKl, ’*rprt*U, T’f r s * 1*^ *TB”T TI’T 

?’T5 sfTTf I WP U 1 P n l Wtfbt n*cs f-ya p’ffriTJf c&fcl -fl^TfVyypt fa’* * T £Wl4T 

•nrfw | •ffigirtf, wr-'prnr ttvt “ yrtwrfs wm*' f%fls iwu *n vt* I 

w p ft t w i i ’PR c^t^tr cn wm «jw* tm eft 

W **rr® m mrvs m ^rvn yfiorrs *‘c« 

"zwrz i 

" g t r g p yi q 4$ 3:5 ■*rWc ir s e t ■sfiwrvs* y*! wp-ifW vrv* 1 4^ 

<?ft m fpr, trim rt 5 *ft. wm fV»* f*?* «!»3 VcfO! 1 

4$ wfcwm f* VwfiRt * 

cn f> fy-prrsr^r? fa* U mn\ Its, 

ifto *2 « Sr’jrfnvpfT i 

si* * 1 ^:^ *cw f tfl* ot vcz* wrsji w yr ”v v.*n fatwr* firfnre 5Tlfr?p f w 

cvypR <tj 4* fine* ?t} 4?; wnsfo* ^ow ^tr* *’ei ciwtf 1 
f5ppr 1 cn$ <it - efitr* ^ 



|14 00VEES|tE5T SILLS. [24 th la*., 

CT <sw "iwn ftraflr t’vrik ® «i ttS? Wrcwr +*f i min wt « nfoin 
t»l»5f%it!S<4¥ Ttlfa itj— *imi s> 4? ijw>wr » « «tj, «iw f'or ttn 
^w T hTT^y c!ft * ' p ff%3TOT «»ml wft f^pftro? lt^5 *wc*r* sttetfrs 

nttfa *mi *n fans* i «iMft form ^j»*t c fo Ri fo * frit wfro i «rtnft 

*iroi ft Pr^pwMr *sfirai ff i frttfflr tftro 4Ke fw^n irt Vcro i *Wfa 
n\ tfrow *$-- wwft i fwm vj *'z% sc*rn* cro ci to ¥ft, cf to 

fan, c* to ^pt *rtw «ro? wrtfi'B f’t* cro TOff, c$ff 

Rt* of ¥«w r c*r gs vjtrcfi «nn «rmi tons f’wf* <3f* croi fTtfto *ti cv 

to *ttro r «»m I 4* avSti few ^pnn fmrre c#ot *tw TO ffT 

*fa i tor* *tffa *r*ro? it?n “ TOrtfa fro”? f%f% im w i cf to ffiti tfcrtti 
TOfitw # vtf® jwtftarf? tot? *ro 4i* fifw* <z frtfc* fc'ffo ftfas to — < a$ If 

<5tw* dfavnrt'w “TOrtfc to 1 ’ mi fri> *’r* — 4* «?rit*f> *fRi 

to eff ^Pnn «rfror ^tfors ftfttTO <**?pra s’ra stto* ftfksi'TO'f frf% 4ft 

RtfTCfff TOTtfo* ftfiTO TOf *TO WWffJ $ «n^ ff’CI I 

77te following is the English rendering of the Bengali quotation: — 

To-day we assemble here to witness the beginning of the fulfilment of a 
long-cherished, dream. Those who for years ha Vf toiled and suffered — 
laboured and sacrificed. — so that India may be free , have long wished for an 
abode to provide shelter and protection for their activities ami to serve as 
a visible symbol of their hopes and ideals — dreams and aspirations. More 
than once has the attempt been made to give us the home that we have 
wanted , but it has failed and it has been left to you to lay 'the foundation- 
stone of the u House of the Nation f \ It is indeed . a rare piece of fortune 
that we have you here in our midst this afternoon to sow with your hands 
the seed that will bear the fruit with which our nation will be nurtured in 
the days to come. 

(hi this auspicious occasion we cannot help casting our eyes towards the 
past and the future of our people. From this soil sprang the movement 
that was at once the Reformation and the Renaissance of Modern India. 
It was a movement which knew no provincial boundaries and which 
transcended the national frontiers of India as well. U\i* not the message 
of Ram Motion and Ram Krishna — a message for humanity? IVrt.f it not 
trie x'oicc of awakened India that spoke through them ? TIV are the heirs 
of their spiritual and cultural heritage and we are conscious of it. 

The liberated soul of Modern India wanted to manifest itself in action t 
but found itself enchained by the state on the one side and society on the 
other. Then emerged the movement for the political and social emancipa- 
tion of the Indian People. For this movement, our soil seas not less fertile 
than it was for the earlier movement — the Reformation and Renaissance of 
Modem India. 

To-day our people dream not only of a free India , but also of an Indian 
State founded on the principles of justice and equality and of a new social 
and political onler which will embody all that we hold noble and sacred. 
With the voice of eternity you , Sir , have all along given passionate 
expression to the hopes and aspirations of our regenerate nation. Tours 
has been the message of undying youth. You have not only written poetry 
and produced art — but yon have* also lived poetry and art. You art not 
only India's poet but you are aHo the poet of humanity. Who can under- 
stand better man yourself what surges within us to-day as Wb assemble t& 
%eitmss the beginning of the fulfilment of a dream? Who else can perform 
this sacred ceremony for which we flare gathered in your pretence? 
Guru dev t we welcome you as the high-priest in to-day f s national festival; 
proceed to lay with your hands the foundation-stone of “Mahajoti Sadan'*. 
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(}ive tot | tour blessing $ to that we may be able to make this the 4, Bouse of 
the Nation** — the living-crn tre of all those beneficent activities which will 
brtkff about the emancipation of the individual and of the nation, as well as 
the all-round development of India's manhood and nationhood. Bless ui 
that, We may hasten along the path that will lead to India's liberty and to 
out national self-fulfilment. 

Sir, I think to-day it will also be not out of place for us to have on 
record the words and blessings of Kahiguru uabimlrnnath which he 
uttered in response to the call of Netaji to lav the foundation-stone of that 
great Hall. Gunidev amongst other things blessed the occasion and uttered 
the following words: — 

mfifo ortrr? tpm, cw tjttti otrs <*ft nr «n, wtnm 

wrsw ; ^ IVra tjv? s’os* wysi o^orf?, tpsrtoo** 4* ettar j*t wtt 

*rar i vtm mm* or* or *n*rcrt cesrvs fat 4* 

oi twe^r ♦forrrs cron or^ron fOT*, 'it? wn croft ww* 

wrt t? wt?t rt-nort tet opr fafrsTr? *r«t fa* 'Sftrsrtv* w?t ortou tfonnt 4iww 

1 .4 wort m n irs?tftre uvrrf for* v’rt *n. fot* wen rfa* woo 

^^rroi 1 mpfaf w-ttfW vT*vP»r*PTc? wm? v'cvm 

wrfvT, m ^t'^rToT-t* *r*n f*i or* re* m wrt?, or rt$rs 4tn ww, Of* 

:*wt rte >r?r? *rro? sraoi, wfosst* favor owtfins ror wor* trf vtcw 

c*jb *far ^^prnr v’or ^sr^r* *fcw tP !’ 5 1 

tsttw 4? inron fs tspki c* 4 -attt it**?*! votfi, '®i csfr itjifa, 

^ 01 tfa Tff fra t jfj *rvnr v^fai 1 *t**tt* wtNtfa® ftar* wmr? vfa m 

^ 'sofcr'O wk t ? >p?r 3 rto wvfjpt Torsi *03 vet 1 4 *i? c’tH t, *wfafat€t 

jt: vdHf^r£t srtoit T*Pm, 4*1 wworttt vrsjfaonr?, 4 tto? fan wfwe W! 4 ? 

«rt*M f<f5-3 »r 1 witzm w R.f 1 a*: ofwmt tfinm <*m* •vtiionr tfirw err*, tr;*n- 
ofrtt 01 ^fsjv srfsn m OTre, ©t-nr rttw 

tpju faw --H* t[P5tr^ni m firfr* -rtrr* *‘tv m rrert f«rv wtprt vro^.oit ^ti wwfifto 
4? * *v** *cw *rv faw y6*«\ 'yw *'n tT«rt»rr» wmjNwffj mnw wmr 1 

tttmt 01 vl^ps ^ni- 5 R tfet & f^TTt nrs >r*R rrttt^O! wm* *»r*it 

tfetn fttrsH VT05 ^fws 3W ort <^fr 5 frv 4 tror m*) waT^^n vft t wrejotartr 

rm imix m w ^iwn trrv, »ofrHi c^tfk OT? 1 *rv w, 4* 

w?rm ^ form Sci or? tsSU trori 4tm errv 4t 

rc^t t SuftPrs erms ttv : — 

tt«rf«rt ?t*fr«rt wHi 
tr*tf i n* vtw 

jfj 7 T 37 ?^v war rS* os » 

trsrf^r tp*t ttiTfvt r? 
ttsrfsrt rn rr 

4 * rS*, 4 * rS* 4 * r$v or n 

ortw orN vti errv, ttr ^nrc* f^ ( mn 9 r« ottnw ttftr* wr 
*¥*. oorrst Jw wtnrfir fcmfars r’or cvtc^n vrtett f?o»rv o? ?i fot 

The following is the English rendering of the Bengali quotation: — 

Where life's call ts vital f living centres must respond : Bengal did so 
ven though the call of the new Age came from distant shores. In that » 
lies Bengal's pride, and her true identity . India's first home for cultivation 
of national freedom was u*. this province : in those critical days again, when 
Our leaders were banished behind jail-bars it was our youth in Bengal who 
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led unhesitatingly in flinging themselves in the face of dire calamity no 

other part of India can claim a parallel to this. Sot that we are judging 
such events in the light, of results, or by the standard of permanent bene- 
ficence mtt ice must give full value to intolerable suffering , to dauntless 
sacrifice for the sake of freedom. Hundreds of youthful lives in \ Bengal 
hare burnt themselves out. during long terms of imprisonment; Bengal’s 
lights are dim, ire know, for this reason; atul yet ice know that the soil in 
. •’/ v ' , ' re horn mil give birth again to heroic sons who will not waste 

their manhood m destructive work hat harness it to national reconstruction. 


To-day in this great Ball of India we shall lay the foundation of Bengal’s 
prowess, tint our strength will not he in arrogant nationalism , suspicious of 
I'! r - r fhal! mrokc Ben gal’s magnanimous heart of hos- 
pitality in which our humanity has f,.„nd liberation, we shall seek freedom 
tn man ysuied cooperation. Valour and beaut,,, resolute work and creative 
imagination, devotion to truth as well as self-dedication in public service — 
may these unite in, benediction to our land. A ’able memories of the /Hist 
would mingle with great hopes for the future, heightening our power of 
action. Bengal s a reatness, carrying her to a new sunrise will he augmented 
7 l' r "f" U <>"* circumstance and stirred to triumphant ardour by adversity; 

ntrv"! V ' r "ir ' " H r ,h r 7' U ’ ■*' If-r.rprrssiort in our mam, -roomed. Ball 

of nation lie welcome here the renascent soul of Bengal whirl, has taken 
solemn initiation from History to dedicate its wealth of intellect and learn- 

ho'Jnn ’ ‘"7 nt 'c r ," ',1"' hrni ’f' rn ‘' hart of our culture we offer 

mag, in our dignified self-respect we shall come nearer to our united 
nationalism never yielding to the rgn,st lc vanity of isolation whirl, hurts 
our inherent humanity. High over nil contentious polities let us keen the 
banner of truth flying, and pray' ' 


Male them true, () Lord, 

Bengal'* ro>r«, Ben mil's hopes, 

Ben pal $ irork, Ben pal's language , 


Let them hr true. 

Ben pal's heart, Ben pal's wind. 
Brothers and i listers in Bengal's home 


Let them be one , 0 Lord, make them one. 


And to this prayer let this be added: 
to the arm of India, Ben pal's roire pier 
Bengal , ui sernee of fret than for India, 
bet ray mp (he (<iusr of unity. 


May Ben pal's arm pier strength 
truth to India s message ; may 
never make itself ineffective by 


Sir. those were historic utterances which Messed the ceremony of the 
lawn}; of the foundation-stone <’f the unfinished structure of the Mahaiafi 
Sadan Sir. «c have to-day achieved our political freedom; wo hive 
tnhented also as a legacy the responsibility of giving shape to the dream 
(»f ihe 1 w* tfivinir shap«- to the grout nationn] memorial which the hero 

Vi:\, 1, ':” Ur ,r f ' 1 ° tr "' <1 achieve. Sir, with that spirit I hope 

his Hotise mil undertake to enact the necessary measures to give powers 
to the Government as have Wen asked for in this Hill and. Sir, to-dar who 
<toes not know, in n »itv like Calentta, there is need for a hall like this 
Apart from the intentions at Hie time and in the circumstances prevailin'* 
then it may ho possible to devise, consistently with the objects laid down 
at that time, further measures and amenities wherehv the Mahajati Sada7 
wiH be really a great asset and will be a rentre fnr education. Sir. I must 
not forget to mention here, amongst various suggestions Government have 
received, a suggestion which informally came to me from His Excellen cy 
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the present Governor of West Bengal Dr. K. N. Katju has suggested that 
& Hall in the M&h&jati Sedan or portions of that building might he so 
constructed and equipped that it may sene as a planetarium for the 
education and edification of the citizens* of this country, I think, Sir, that 
is a suggestion which is worth hearing in mind. Planetarium# of that kind 
exist in advanced countries like America. Being wiser by the experience 
and lessons of those countries I think we may give Calcutta the amenity of 
a planetarium which we shall certainly keep in view. Sir, I hope sugges- 
tions to make this endeavour really useful and a centre for disseminating 
education and culture ami for promoting the well-being of the j>eople in 
every way that was conceived bv the founder will be kept in view and we 
shall be able to give shape to them. With these words, Sir, 1 commend 
my Bill to the acceptance of the House. 

ilanab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to congratulate 
the lion hie Minister and also the Government that he represents in bringing 
this Bill. Sir, I must say that the Bill has been overdue and the Minister 
has tried to explain what were the conditions that have been responsible 
for the delay. Sir, he has given us with his wonderful eloquence the facts 
that hid up to the laying of the foundation stone of the Malutjati Sudan. 
Sir, I shall certainly not utter ami repeat what has been told us, hut I will 
say this that the Mahajati Sadan should certainly he able to fulfil the desire 
of the founder as also the Kubiguru Rabindranath. Sir, it ought also to l»e 
a centre for the propagation of the ideals that Netuji stood for, the ideals 
that hound the Indian National Army together. Sir, 1 wish it were not 
necessary for me to point out to-day what appears to me a lacuna in the 
Bill. The Bill has been very well drafted and is laudable in all respect* but 
t-o onlv one section 1 shall draw your attention and that is clause 11 which 
reads thus, “Notwithstanding anything contained in the Calcutta Municipal 
Act, 1923, the Corporation of Calcutta shall, for the purposes of the Mahnjuti 
Sadan, contribute annually to the Board a sum of five thousand rupees and 
may contribute such other sums as the Corporation may, from time to time, 
determine”. This, I felt. Sir, was an encroachment on the functions of the 
Corporation. The Government would have done better if they hud left it 
to the munificence and good sense of the Corporation to vote any sums that 
they chose to vote. With these words I welcome the Bill and extend my 
co-operation to the HorChle Minister in the passage of this Bill. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sri Niharendu Dutt-Marumdar that the 
Mahajati Sadan Bill, 1949, he taken into consideration, was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 1. 


The question that clause 1 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 2. 


The question that clause 2 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

The question that clause 3 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 4, 

•H ANANDILALL PODDAR: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 4 (/), 
line 4, for the word “four” the word “two” be substituted. 

Tha Hon* trie Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDARs Sir, I think this 
amendment is unnecessary because the clause provides for a maximum limit 
and the Bill also provides for the rule-making powers under which the 
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decision whether it is to be one or two or three might be laid down. • There- 
fore this amendment is not strictly necessary. I hope the honourable mover 
will appreciate the point and agree not to press his amendment. 

•ri ANANDILALL PODDAR: In view of the assurance given by the 
Hon’ble Minister I beg leave of the House to withdraw my amendment. 

The motion of Sri Anandilall Poddar that in clause 4(i), line 4, for the 
word “four” the word “two” be substituted was then, by leave of the House, 
withdrawn. 

Sri ANANDILALL PODDAR: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 4 (i), 
in line 4, after the word “trustees”, the words “of whom one shall be 
appointed by the Provincial Government and the other shall be elected or 
nominated, as the case may be, by the Corporation of Calcutta and the 
remaining trustees shall be non-officials” be inserted. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, I have 
examined this particular amendment also and found that it fulls exactly 
within the scope of rule-making which will cover all those elaborate points, 
and therefore 1 suggest it is not necessan to embody this provision in the 
statute itself. 1 hope the honourable mover will not press his motion. 

The motion of Sri Anandilall Poddar that in clause 4(7), in line 4, after 
the word “trustees” the words “of whom one shall be appointed by the 
Provincial Government and the other shall he elected or nominated as the 
case may be, bv the Corporation ot Calcutta, and the remaining trustees 
shall be non-officials” be inserted, was put and lost. 

8ri ANANDILALL PODDAR: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 4(7), 
lines 4 and f>, the words “us may be prescribed by the rules made by the 
Provincial Government” be omitted. 


The Hon'ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, I do not 
agree to the amendment moved and I oppose it because after all it may be 
appreciated that t lie founder of the Mahajati Sudan did not have time to 
draw up a deed ami define ull the objects, although we have got a general 
purpose for which this construction was to have been made. Therefore, 
consistent! v with the original objects, the precise purposes for which it shall 
be used will have to be prescribed and that detailed work will have to be 
done within the rule-making powers of Government. Therefore I object to 
the acceptance of this amendment and I hope the mover will agree to 
withdraw it. 

The motion of Sri Anandilall Poddar that in clause 4(7), lines 4 and 5, 
the words “as may be prescribed by the rules made by the Provincial 
Government” be omitted, was put and lost. 

*ri ANANDILALL PODDAR: Sir, I beg to move that after clause 4(/), 
the following new sub-clause be inserted, namely: — 

“(/«) The non-official members of the Board shall be elected vwithin 
three months of the passing of this Act on a date to be fixed by 
the Provincial Government, by the donors to the Subhas Congress 
Fund and shall hold office for one year. The next election of the 
non-official trustees of the Board shall be held within twelve 
months of the first election and shall be by the donors to the 
Subhas Congress Fund and by persons who have contributed 
Its. 12 per year to the Mahajati Sudan Fund and shall hold office 
for a period of tlir^e years from the date of their election. 
Subsequent elections' of the non-official trustees of the Board will 
be held within three year* of the preceding election by the donors < 
to the Subhas Congress Fund and oy persona who have contributed 
Rs. 12 per year tn the Mahajati Sadan Fund”. 
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Tte Hon'W* «ri MIHARENDU OUTT-MAZUMOARl 8ir, I oppose tins 
amendment. I am afraid that thia is again a matter which has to ba 
prescribed under the rules and here there has been some solicitude displayed 
for the purpose of ensuring the representation of non-official donors and ao 
on. ^ I am afraid the donors and the intending donors have missed the bus. 
I wish they ^might have taken the opportunity of giving liberal contributions 
to enable !Netaji to complete the construction. They might have gained 
recognition by their actual deeds rather than gain recognition now by a 
statute of this House. The donors should extend their liberal funds for the 
purpose of construction of the Mahujati Sudan. They may give it to the 
Government and Government will .surely receive it and thankfully acknow- 
ledge their gifts. Hut 1 think it is quite unnecessary to go up to the 
electoral rules and other things at tins stage. Therefore I hope this amend- 
ment will not be sorioush pressed for. 


The motion of Sri Amimlilall Foddar that after clause Ml), the follow- 
ing new sub-clause he inserted, namely: — 

The non-oflieial members of the Hoard shall he elected within 
three months ot the passing « > f this Act on a date to be fixed by 
the* Provincial Government, b\ the* donors to the Snbhas t on gross 
Tumi and shall hold office for one yeai The next election of the 
non-official tmstecs of the Hoard shall be held within twelve 
months ot the fir-1 election and shall be b\ the donors to the 
Nuhhas Congress Tumi and by persons who have contributed 
Its. 12 per \ear to the Mahajati Sudan Fund and shall hold office 
for a penod of three \ t urs from the date of their election. 
Subsequent elections of the tnm-official trustees of the Hoard will 
be held within three sears of the pieeeding election bv fhe donors 
to the Nuhhas Congress Fund and b\ jieisons who have con- 
tiilmted Hs. 12 per sear to the Mahujati Sudan Fund.” 
was put and lost. 

The question that clause 4 do stand purt of the Hill was then put and 
agreed to. 


('lause j. 


The question that clause •*» do stand part of the Hill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 6. 


The question that clause (\ do stand part of the Hill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 7. 

The question that clause 7 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 8. 


The question that clause 8 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 9. 


Sri AMANDILALL PODDAR: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 9(7) (6), 
in line 1, after the word “money”, the words “by donation, subscription or 
otherwise* in cash or kind” be inserted. 

# Tim H Off 1 bit Sri NIHARENDU )UTT»MAZUMDAR: Sir, I oppose the 
amendment because that is all implied. 

The motion was put and lost. 
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Sri ANANDILALL PODDARi Sir, I beg to more that in clause 
0(1) (6), in line 2, after the word “Sadan” the words “the name of such 
donors and subscribers being recorded in a book or books to be kept by the 
Board” be inserted. 


The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : I am sure the 
honourable member will agree with me that it is merely office work which 

will be done by the office when it is established (Shaik Mohamad 

Itafiue: Accept it on the ground of sentiment.) 1 therefore oppose this 

amendment. I can, however, assure the honourable member that the 
Hoard of Trustees and those who will manage the affair will agree to open 
a subscription hook and to keep their names on record if people are found 
coming forward to make generous donations. 


The motion of Sri Anandilall P odder that in clause 9(7) (M, in line 2, 
after the word “Sudan”, the words “the name of such donors and subscribers 
being recorded in a hook or books to he kept by the Board” be inserted, 
w'as put and lost. 

The question that clause 9 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 10. 

The question that clause 10 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 11. 

The question that clause 11 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 12. 

The question that clause 12 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 13. 

The question that clause 13 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 14. 

The question that clause 14 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 15. 


Sri ANANDILALL PODDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
in clause 15(7), lines 1 and 2, for the words “after such enquiry as it may 
deem fit”, the words “after a judicial enquiry to he conducted by three 
persons not below the rank of High Court Judges to be nominated by the 
Provincial Government” be substituted. 


Sir, here I would request that the Hon'ble Minister who is also a staunch 
lollower of Netaji will at least accept this. If it is not accepted, the whole 
purpose of the Mahajati Sadan will he frustrated because it will just become 
a department of the Government and every trustee will have to dance 
attendance on the mercy of the Hon’ble Minister in charge and I would 
request only for this purpose he will kindly agree to a judicial enquiry. I 
have not mentioned any other enquiry but a judicial enouiry by three persons 
not below the rank of High Court Judges so that tney can enquire and 
report. If they report that the Board is unfit, let him supersede or do any- 
thing but not without it. The experience of the Corporation is enough for 
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Hit Hon’blt Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker, I 
am afraid I cannot agree with the honourable mover of the amendment. I 
have every confidence that from now on the Government of this country 
cannot but be the Government of the people and I am, therefore, not impelled 
by a distrust of the Government. It cannot do any such heinous thing 
whereby some grievous wrong may be done, and as we have got to fall back 
upon the Government to complete this ta>k, we must give the Government 
some freedom and discretion. After all, Government will be run by 
representatives of the people and I think I cannot in the least conceive of 
any such apprehension in my mind which impels my friend to move his 
amendment. I, therefore, oppose his amendment. 

The motion of Sri Anandilall Poddar that in clause lot 71, lines 1 and 2, 
for the words “after such enquiry as it may deem tit“, the words “after a 
judicial enquiry to be conducted by three persons not below the rank of 
High Court Judges to he nominated by the Provincial Government” be* 
** substituted, was put and lost. 

The question that clause 15 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

(’In use Id. 

The question that clause Hi do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 17. 

Sri ANANDILALL PODDAR: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
17(21 (a), line 1, for the word “selection”, the word “election” be 
substituted. 

The Hon’ble 8ri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, I oppose 
this amendment. It is provided already in the Bill itself that rules will be 
prescribed laying down the manner iri which the Board will he formed and 
that will cover everything. Therefore, this amendment i* unnecessary here. 

The motion of Sri Anandilall Poddar that in clause 17(2H«), line 1, for 
the word “selection”, the word “election” be substituted, was put and lost. 

Sri ANANDILALL PODDAR: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 17(.'1), 
in line. 1, after the words “shall he” the words “placed before the Provincial 
Legislature and on their being passed, be” be inserted. 

Sir, we would definitely like to know as to what are the rules and that 
they should be passed by this House and they should not be simply framed. 
I think here the Hon’ble Minister wall have at least no objection. 

TN Hon’blt Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, I am afraid 

the honourable mover is pressing the same point all over again. It will tie 
open to the Provincial Legislature at any time to amend the Act itself and, 
therefore, I think we need not create a sort of cobweb of unnecessary 
suspicions and difficulties and then try to make provision for those in the 
Bill. This House which is now going to enact this measure is the ultimate 
authority and in view of that fact, the safeguard which the honourable 
member suggests is inherent in the measure itself and, therefore, I oppose 
his amendment and think it is completely unnecessary. 

The motion of Sri Anandilall Poddar that in clause 17(.3), in line 1, 
after the words “shall be” the words “placed before the Provincial ljegi»> 
lature and on their being passed, be” be inserted, was put and lost. 

The question that clause 17 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 

agreed to. 
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Chum 18 . 

The question that clause 18 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

The First Schedule . 

The question that the First Schedule do stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

The Second Schedule. 


8ri NANDILALL PODDAR: Sir, I heg to move that in item (1) of 
the Second Schedule, in lines 1 and 2, after the words “Mahajati Sadan”, 
the words “to be called Netaji Hall” be inserted. 

Sir, I also beg to move that in item (2) of the Second Schedule, in line 2, 
after the word “library” the words “to be called Rabindra Pathagar” be 
inserted. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, I think these 
would be suggestions to work out the detailed structure and distribution of 
the rooms and parts of the Hall and, I think, Sir, they are, therefore, quite 
out of place here in the present context. We will take note of the sugges- 
tions and we will forward these suggestions to the proper authorities in 
due course. With these ohsei vutions, I think it is not necessary to move 
these amendments. 

The motion of Sri Anandilall Poddar that in item (1) of the Second 
Schedule, in lines 1 and 2, alter the words “Mahajati Sadan”, the words 
“to be called Netaji Hall” he inserted, was put and lost. 

The motion of Sri Anandilall Poddar that in item (2) of file Second 
Schedule, in line 2, after the woid “library” the words “to be called 
Rabindra Pathagar” he inserted, was put and lost. 

The question that the Second Schedule do stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

Vreamhle. 


The question that the Preamble do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble 8ri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; Sir, I beg to 
move that the Mahajati Sadan Bill, 1949, as settled in the Assembly, be 
passed. 

Sir, I am thankful for the unstinted support that this Bill has received 
from the honourable members of the Opposition. This Bill, Sir, has been 
a non-party Bill. There has been no party whip in connection with this 
Billj for it was expected that the House would he impelled by a sense of 
national sentiment in considering this Bill which breaks across the party 
barriers, and I am very grateful the Bill has received the support of all in 
abundant measure. I commend it to the acceptance of the House. 

Sri ANANDILALL PODDAR; Parishad Pal Saheb, mujhey anand hai 
ke Mahaiati Sudan ka Bill Government laie hai, parantu is but ka dukh hai 
ke is Bill ke barrymen bohut see achhi aehhi ha ten kahi gaien magar 
Government ne isko manzoor nalieen kiya. Hum Mahajati Sadan ko banana 
chahtey hain parantu yeh via been ehnhtey bain ke veil Government ki cheese 
hojai. Hum chahtey they jin logon ney is men chanda diva hai ya deuge 
unka name ©k register men rahe aur iskey kuryakarta ziadatar public ho. 
Iska jawab Hon’ble Minister Saheb ne yah diva ke jin logon ney chanda 
diya aur jo log isko npna banana chahtey hain unlogon ney isko banaya 
keon nnheen mujhey dukh hua ke unhonney aisa kaha ke isko public ney 
bnnava keon nalieen. Maloorn naheen ke unhon neykab public sey isko 
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bftna&ty ko kahn tha a or kab iske Hey oh ami a manga giya tha. Jab Netaji 
Hall ke liey kaha giya to kalitey liaiu ke isko Trustecon ke pas forward ker 
denge. Agar Netaji ke nam ka Hall aur Yiah-guru ke nam ka Patkagar 
naheen rakhengey to isko kiya nam rakhengey. Hum to chahtey they ka 
isko politics sev alag rakha jai. Yah ek bari cheese hai, uur hum clmtey 
hain ke Netaji ki asha guri ho. Mera to \uh bichar tha ke hamarey 
Mantriji yah koshish karengey ke yah Government ka doosra department 
na ban jai aur party shakti ke liey jo larie chalti hai isku ek konder na ban 
jai, bulke Netaji ka jo adurs tha isko is men upasthith karney ki cheshta 
karengey. 

The Hon’ble 8ri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAIUMDAR: Sir, I was not 

prepared for the observations my bonouiable friend lias made. I can, 
nevertheless, assure him that his suggestion that for the purpose of 
representation on the Hoard a special constituency of donors ought to be 
created will be considered while framing the rules and will receive every 
consideration that it deserves. I am afraid, Sn, my honourable friend has 
been labouring under a misconception. Government acquiring the land and 
buildings for the purpose*- of const ruction doe** n*>t mean that it becomes u 
Government department any mote than the Victoria Memorial has become a 
(io\ eriimnet department. It is known that statutory trusts are cieatcd for 
the purpose of particular objects and in themselves they may be made com- 
pletely autonomous, and there will be no interference with them so long os 
they are carrying on the purpose consistent with the original purpose for 
which they have been created l think there is no reason for any apprehen- 
sion, and* I think Government lias come forward bcloie the House with thin 
Bill only in order to etiable the Government to complete the structure, to 
create a Board of Trustees under the powers given by this House, and thence- 
forward the Board of Trustees will function and manage the Malmjati 
Sudan. 

Ah regards the planning out of the various parts of the Malmjati Sudan 
or giving various names to it, it would be open to those who would be 
managing as authority under the Bill to consider them. If the honourable 
member thinks that some hall in the building should he culled “Netaji Hall”, 
the Board of Trustees might decide that. I think “Netaji” is a much bigger 
name for any particular hall, and the conception of Mahajati Sudan itself is 
the greatest memorial or monument of Netaji's conception, ideals and 
achievement. It he thinks that m addition some particular hall should be 
named in some particular manner or some library should be named as 
“Rabindranath Rathagar," all these suggestions may receive every atten- 
tion in due course. Here we are not working out the details. Here we are 
simply seeking necessary powers for the purpose of constructing the structure 
and thereafter entrusting its management to the Board of Trustees to be set 
up under this Act. 

With these words, Sir, I again thank everybody on both sides of this 
House and hope that all will welcome this measure and all w'ill co-operate 
in abundant measure and extend their support, so that Mahajati Sadun niav 
be completed as early as possible. In fact. I am optimistic enough to think 
that my honourable friend Sri Anandilall Roddar will make it possible for 
Government not to spend a copper out of the public revenue by raising 
necessary funds with the help of his merchant friends and thereby make it 
unnecessary’ for Government to spend anything out of public' revenues. He 
will enable Government thereby to complete the structure of Mahajati Sadan 
within one year so that we may celebrate the opening ceremony of the 
Mahajati Sudan on the 23rd January next year. Whoever is there to con- 
duct the ceremony niav have the pleasure of thanking him and acknow- 
ledging the services of my honourable friend Sri Anandilall Poddar for the 
co-operation and contribution he will make for the structure in connection 
with the opening ceremony. 4 
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With these words of optimism and hope expressed, I thank all for their 
support to this Bill. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sri Niharendu Dutt-Mazumdar that the 
Mahajati Sudan Bill, 1949, as settled in the Assembly, be passed, was then 
put and agreed to. 

The West Bengal Agricultural Inoome-tax (Amendment) Bill, 1948, 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, on behalf of my 
friend Mr, Sarker I beg to introduce the West Bengal Agricultural Income- 
Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1949. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon'ble Dr. BIDHAN CKANDRA ROY: Sir, I beg to move that 
the West Bengal Agriculture Income-tax (Amendment) Bill, 1949, be taken 
into consideration. 

Sir, in doing so, I beg to say that this Bill has been introduced with 
throe objects, namely, (1) to remove certain defects noticed in the Bengal 
Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944, in the course of its administration, 
(2) to authorise the levy of a tax at a higher rate and (3) to reduce the 
exemption limits. As honourable members may have noticed from the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons appended to the Bill most of the provi- 
sions proposed in the first 8 clauses are intended to remove ambiguity and 
hardly require any explanation. Clauses 2, 3 and 4 and the proviso in 
clause 6 follow similar amendments made in the Indian Income-tax Act. 
Clause 6 extends the period of limitation in two classes of cases where such 
extension is very necessary. The first class refers to the mixed agricul- 
tural and non-agricultural income. Under section 8 of the Bengal 
Agricultural Income-tax Act, 1944, the orders of assessment passed by the 
Indian Income-tax authorities must first be available before assessment of 
the agricultural portion of the income under this Act can be proceeded with, 
ns sometimes it has been found that the assessment under the Indian Inoome- 
tax Act is very much delayed. The need for a longer period of limitation 
in such case is obvious. The second class refers to cases of deliberate 
concealment or misrepresentation of income. It often takes a good deal of 
time to find out after searching enquiries sufficient data and information 
about such incomes. Clause 9 of the Bill provides for an increase in the 
rate of levv of the tax subject to a maximum of annas 4, the rates on the 
different slabs have been stepped up in such a way that there will be no 
increase in the rate of levy up to a total agricultural income of Rs. 5,000. 
It is also proposed to reduce the exemption limits from Rs. 3,500 of income 
and 100 standard hightu of land to IU. 2,500 and 50 standard bighas of land 
respectively. These provisions are intended to augment the revenues of the 
province and also to act as an anti-inflationery measure. Sir, the honourable 
members are aware of the present difficult financial situation not only of this 
province but of the country as a whole, with the result that it had an 
adve.rse effect on our development programmes which were undertaken by 
this Government at the beginning of the last financial year, for which the 
Government of India had originally suggested a contribution of over Be. 6 
crores, but subsequently the Government of India had to reduce that 
contribution to Rs. 2 crores, and with the further result that this year, as 
we shall see when the Budget is put before you, we shall be ending with a 
large deficit unless we are able to raise some more money by various 
taxation proposals. The development projects mainly are projects intended 
to increase tne Grow More Tood campaign in its various aspects, to increase 
the land that is under cultivation, to increase the irrigation that is available 
and also to provide the agriculturists with the minimum necessity for 
earning their livelihood. In addition to that the large number of people 
that have come over for m East Bengal and who have got to be rehabilitated 



GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


1949.] 1 


m 


in this province require a great deal of expansion of our activities in the 
Departments of Agriculture, Irrigation and Civil Supplies or for food 
production and therefore it is essential that we should find out some other 
method ef taxation. What we have proposed to do is practically what ha£ 
been in existence in other provinces in this country. Therefore, Sir, I have 
put this Bill before the House for its acceptance. 

Mr. C> E. CLARKE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in connection with the introduo-; 
tion of this Bill there are one or two points that I would like to make. The 
first is that the ordinary zemindar does not maintain aecurate accounts hut 
the existing Act bases the assessment for tax on the gross income rules by 
a statutory allowance of lo per cent, for administration and rent collection 
charges. In the case of an assessee who produces audited accounts a 20 
per cent, reduction on the gross income will he allowed if claimed b\ him. 
1 his allowance is seriously inadequate to cover the cost of administration 
of a well-organised concern and for a corporation such as the Mid impure 
Zemindary Company incorporated under the Companies Act and publishing 
properly audited accounts, statements and balance-sheets, provision for 
assessment in a manner similar to that for income-tax on the basis of the 
real income derived from profits would present no practical difficulties. It 
is estimated that the Midnapore Zemindnn Company will actually pay tax 
at least double the statutory rate <*n real income by reason of this inequitable 
assessment. A further point which needs elucidation is that the Kill con- 
tains no date on which the new amendment w ill become operative. The 
presumption is that the reused rate will take effect from the next assessment 
year but this requires to be definitely stated. 

The motion of the Ilon'ldo l)r. Bidlmn Chandra Ko\ that the West 
Bengal Agricultural Income-tax (Amendment) Kill, 1 D |«l, he taken into 
consideration, was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 1. 

The question that clause l do stand pai! of tin* Kill was then put and 
agreed to. 

(la use 2. 

The question that clause 2 do stand part of' the Bill Was thru put and 
agreed to. 

Clause *i. 

8ri D. N. MUKHERJI: Sir, I beg to move that for clause 3, the follow- 
ing clause he substituted, munch : -■ 

“3. Amendment of section 3. - In section 3 of the said Act, 

(«) after the portion preceding the proviso, the following proviso 
shall be inserted, namely : — 

‘Provided that where any property from which agricultural income 
is derived is owned two or more persons and their respec- 
tive shares are definite and ascertainable, simh persona shall 
not, in respect of such property, be assessed as an association 
of persona, but the share of each such person in the agricul- 
tural income from the property shall be included in his total 
agricultural income : * ; and 

(b) in the proviso, after the word ‘provided* the word ‘further* be 
inserted’*. 

^The motion waa then put and agreed to. 

The question that clauee 3 as amended do stand part of the Bill waa the* 
pat and agreed to. 


* j 
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Clause 4 . 

The question that clause 4 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 5. 

The question that clause 5 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 6. 

The question that clause 6 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 7. 

The question that clause 7 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 8. 

The question that clause 8 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 9. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI : Sir, I beg to move that in clause 9(7) (5), in 
line {j, for the figures “2,509” the figures ‘‘{3,000” be substituted. 

I further lx*g to move that in clause 9(7)(r)(<), in line 2, for the figures 
”2,500“ the figures “0,000“ be substituted. 

Sir, 1 further beg to move that in clause 9(7) (r> (u), line 1, for the 
figures “50“ the figures “SO” he substituted. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I accept the 
amendments. 

The motions were put ami agreed to. 

The question that clause 9, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Preamble. 

The question that the Preamble do stand part of the Bill was then put 
aud agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I U *g to move that 
the West Bengal Agricultural Income-tax (Amendment) Bill, 19-19, a9 
settled in the Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

(The House was then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 


(After O'! jo u rnment.) 


The West Bengal Finance (8ales Tax) Amendment Bill, 1949. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANORA ROY: Sir, I beg to introduce 
the West Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amendment Bill, 1949, 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I beg to move that 
like West Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amendment Bill, 1949, be taken into 
consideration. 
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Sir* th* Statement of Objects and Reasons which has been appended to 
the Bfli Will show the main reasons why this amendment has been intro* 
duced. In the first place the word “dealer” has been altered so aa to 
include th4 Government as one of the dealers because Indian High Court! 
have suggested that the word “person” should include the Government, 
and since Government is a big purchaser there is no reason why a dealer 
who sells goods to the Government should not also pay sales tai. In the 
same way there were certain other departments like the Indian Stores 
Department and the Supply Department of the Government of India whieh 
have ceased to exist. And, therefore, it appears unnecessary to exempt 
dealers from the tax in respect of their sales to the Railway and the Water 
Transport Administrations. In Bombay, the Bombay Act which has been 
passed provides for no such exemption. 

Sir, clause 3 of the Bill is a very important one because it seeks to 
prevent unscrupulous dealers to change the names of their firms at an 
interval of every fifteen months aud evade the sales tax thereby. The 
present law' is that every dealer to whom sub-section (7) does not apply 
shall be liable to pay tax under this Act with effect from three months after 
the commencement of the year immediately following that during which 
his gross turnover first exceeds tin* taxable quantum. But many dealers 
tried to evade the tax. As soon as 1? or 13 months have gone over from 
the beginning of the year the\ change their names and evade the tax. The 
present proposal is that as soon as a particular firm has reached the taxable 
quantum in a particular year, within two months he can he ussessed* 

Then the word “wilfulh” in the next clause has been omitted because it 
is very difficult to prove the intention of the dealer. Then there are certain 
verbal changes which have to he introduced in order to make the amendment 
of section o ( a \ clearer. 

Then there are three now clauses put in. nuuicR , clauses 0, 7 and 8, it) 
which there is a right of appeal given against the imposition of penalty 
under the amended provision of clause*.'*; secondly, thcie is also a provision 
that where pcnalU has been imposed for non-submission ot returns no 
prosecution shall lie for the same offence; and thirdly, there is a very 
important provision that there should he exchange of opinion between the 
Income-tax Authorities and the Sales-tax Authorities. Tin* Government 
ol India ha\e agreed to take steps to secure an amendment of section >>4 of 
the Indian Income-tax Art of hCM for the name pm pose ami have requested 
this Government to proceed with a necessary amendment of the safes tax 
law, so that it ina\ he pns-ihb- to exchange notes with regard to the income 
accruing to a particular dealer for which he may he assessable both under 
this Act as well as under tin* Imome tax Act. 

Then in the Schedule of the said Art there has been a certain number 
of exemptions allowed. This Bill proposes to take away certain of those 
items from the exemption operation of the Act. 

Sir, the first item that is proposed to he withdrawn from the exemption 
list is mustard oil about which I along with many other members of the 
House feel that it may he taxing a particular item whiclf is of very great 
importance to an average Bengalee householder, hut, Kir, the whole pro- 
posal to withdraw the exemption is due to the fact that we are iu a very 
difficult financial condition. As l have said just now', when the budget in 
preeented.it would he found that we shall be ending with a very huge 
deficit, the reason being that a very large number of development project! 
bad been taken up in hand in the beginning of last year when the Govern* 
ifkent of India promised us over fi crores and a half of subvention or grant 
from the Government for development nroiecte. I mav remind the House 
of an incident which happened further bach iu 1946. It wan suggested bf 
the Government of India to -the different Provincial Governments that thgg 
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should prepare schemes of development on the basis of which the Govern- 
ment of India will distribute five hundred crores of their accumulated surplus 
which we thought was surplus to the different Provincial Governments for 
purposes of development, but when the Bengal Province was divided the 
amount which was at first allotted to Bengal was 69 crores but it was 
reduced to 26 crores and 6 crores and a quarter was promised to be paid in 
1948-49, but due to various causes into which I need not enter at the present 
moment and due to the fact that the surplus which the Government of India 
thought they would have did not mature, it was impossible for the Govern- 
ment of India to pay us more than 2 crores out of 6 crores 37 lakhs which 
they promised in the beginning. In the meantime we have undertaken 
very large projects of irrigation and agricultural improvement, one of 
which, as you know, is the Haringhata Scheme, and therefore, it was felt 
that it is necessary to continue those developments although the Govern- 
ment of India have told us that they would not be able to give us more 
than 2 crores 70 lakhs next year — they have given us .2 crores this year, as 
I have told you — and therefore we must find some measure by which we 
could augment our income and this particular tax will be utilised only for 
the Grow More Food campaign. One of the conditions of the grant of the 
Government of India to the Provincial Government is that every j’ear out 
of the grant 30 lakhs must be spent by the Government for Grow More 
hood cnmpagin arid 77 lakhs out of the subsidy which they give to us for 
the purchase of food from outside. Therefore, we have got to find out this 
money, otherwise we canyot get the Government of India grant. Therefore 
although most of us felt that this was a parteiular item which should be 
avoided, if possible, it could not be avoided. The other items are before 
the House where we wanted to remove exemption in particular cases for the 
purpose of this Act. 

Sir, this practically concludes what I have got to say at the present 
moment with regard to the Amendment Act. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would like to make one or 
two observations at this stage. In speaking on this particular Bill it is not 
necessary to do no at length. My observations can be confined almost 
wholly to that part of the Bill which embodies the items which it is sought 
to include within the scope of the original Act. 

In view of what the Ilon'blo Premier has told us it would he impossible 
to oppose the amendments hut 1 feel it a dut\ to refer to what must bo 
considered, in a sense, a complete reverse of the anti-inflation policy which 
has been stated to be that of the Government. Most items that are now 
included seriously affect the poorer classes of the public and although at 
the time of the introduction of the Bill in 1941 we were inclined to press 
for the inclusion of all commodities within its scope, to extend the list 
of taxable commodities now, is almost bound to have a harsh effect on many 
people whose living conditions are worse now' than they were in 1941. 
Moreover, a number of items are so small in value that it is almost 
impossible to pass on the tax to the consumer (I understand that this 
measure was indeed framed (o be borne by the consumer, not the dealer) 
without increasing the retail price which, if done, is likely to result in the 
increase in the normal retail price by an excess of the tax itself. This 
would be a gain to the vendor which is most undesirable. 

I would, in particular, draw attention to the inclusion of coal, coke and 
coal gas. The increase in the cost of coal, coke and coal gas as a result of 
taxation of these commodities will increase the operational charges of 
industrial concerns using them for fuel, thereby raising their cost of 
production and again defeating the deflationary ideas we have in mind.* 

There is also a point of possibly little importance, that is, that no date 
lor the introduction of the amending measure has been specified. We think 
ifant that should be done. 
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The motion of the Hon’ble Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy that the West 
Bengal Finance (Sales Ta^) Amendment Bill, 1949, be taken into con- 
sideration, was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 do stand part of the Bill was then put ami 
agreed to. 

Clause |J. 

The question that clause 3 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 4. 

The question that clause 4 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 5. 


Sri D. N. MUKHERJI: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause ft, in pro- 
posed sub-section (7) of section 11 of the Act, in line 1, for the word 
“submit ted” the word “furnished” be substituted. 

I also beg to move that in clause ft(h)Or), in line 4, the word “and” be 
omitted. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Sir, T beg to move that in clause ft, in 
proposed sub-section {!) of section 11 of the Act, in hue 11, after the word 
“and” the following be inserted, nuinelx 

“in the case of failure by a registered dealer to submit a return in 
respect of un> period by the prescribed date.” 


The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, L accept all the 
amendments. 

The motion of Sri 1). N. Mukherji that in clause 5, in proposed sub- 
section {1 ) of section 11 of the Art, in line 1, for tin* word “submitted” the 
word “furnished” be substituted, was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Sri Bimal (’omar fihose that in clause ft, in proposed sub- 
jection {/) of section 11 of the Act, in line !1, after the word “and” the 
following he insetted, namely: — 

“in the case of failure by a registered dealer to submit a return in 
respect of an> period by the prescribed date.” 

was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Sri I). N. Mukherji that in clause 5 (b)(ir), in line 4, the 
word “and” be omitted, was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause ft, as amended, do stand part of the Bill wai 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 6. 

The question that clause G do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

# Clause 7. 

The question that clause 7 do stand part of the Bill was then pat and 
agreed to. 
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CUmt 8. 


The question that clause 
agreed to. 


8 do stand part o{ the Bill was then put and 
Clam 9. 


Sri D. N. MUKHERJI: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 9 in sub- 
clause (a), in lines 1 and 2, the figures “16”, “18”, “37” and “41” be 
omitted. 

Mr. SPEAKER! There is one difficulty to which I wish to draw the 
attention of Government, namely, that the amendments are handed over to 
the Secretary at the last moment. Neither can we circulate these amend- 
ments to the members, nor can we apply our minds to them, and I wish 
specially to draw the attention of Government that they should give these 
amendments in time. As a matter of fact, we find short-notice amendments 
have been given in respect of practically all the Bills in this session. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 9, sub- 
clause (c), the following sub-cluase be substituted, namely: — 

“(c) For item 41 the following item shall be substituted, namely: — 

‘41. Handloora woven (a) gamchas, and (6) khaddar sold by dealers 
approved by the Provincial Government’.” 

Jflnab MD. KHUDA BUKH8HS You ought to make a speech and 
explain why it is necessary. 

The Hon'ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROYi Sir, I beg to accept the 
amendments, and in doing so 1 beg to give the reason why at the last 
moment these amendments have been put before the House. It was felt, 
Sir, that khaddar as worn by the people and which is really an industry and 
ill which tlie poor people are interested should be exempted from sales tax. 
(Janab Md. Khuda Bukhsh : Khaddar is expensive.) My honourable 
friend should not interrupt me, because it upsets my thought. Gamchas 
which are also used by the poorer classes should he removed from section 41 
which will mean humlloom woven cloth other than dhotis , hmgis, saris . 
The reason why it is done is that barring Bihar all the other provinces have 
exempted these items from their taxation proposal. 

With regard to the other items to which Mr. Mukherji has just referred, 
one item is charhha which is also exempted in many provinces, and it is felt 
that it should be kept as an exempted article. 

With regard to cheap cloth which Government propose to exempt and 
from which Government expect to get a fair amount of return we have 
agreed to keep that as it is today, namely, that the Provincial Government 
will indicate the price of cheap cloth at which we will take the tax. If it 
is above a certain figure, only then we shall ask the dealer to pay sales tax. 

With regard to the suggestion made by my honourable friend who has 
now withdrawn to exempt coal and coke, I just want to say that all 
provinces, except ‘Assam which has practically no coal trade as such, are 
now levying sales tax, and at the last meeting of Finance Ministers at 
Delhi we found that the list of exemptions of the West Bengal Government 
was the largest compared with all other provinces, and we are probably the 
poorest so far as our financial»condition is concerned. Therefore we felt 
that we should increase the tax on some of these commodities in order to 
be able, as I have said, to get the money for development projects. 

The motion of Sri D. N. Mukherji that in clause 9 in sub-clause (a), in 
Uiim 1 and 2, the figures “16”, “18”, “37” and “41”, be omitted, was 
then put and agreed to. 
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Tki motion o £ Sri D. N. Mukherji that in clause 9 for sub-clause (0) 
the faOowiug tub-clause be substituted, namely:— 

,4 (c) For item 41 the following item shall be substituted, namely:— 

*41- Hand loom woven (a) gamchas and { b ) khaddar sold by dealers 
approved by the Provincial Government’.” 

was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 9, as amended , do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Preamble. 

The question that the Preamble do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I beg to move that the 
West Bengal Finance (Sales Taxi Amendment Bill, 1949, as settled in the 
Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The West Bengal National Volunteer Force Bill, 1949. 

The Hon’ble Sri BHUPATI MAJUMDAR: Sir. I beg leave to intro- 
duce the West Bengal National Volunteer Force Bill, 1949. 

(The Secretary' then read the short title of the Bill 1 

The Hon’ble Sri BHUPATI MAJUMDAR Z Sir, I nUo beg to move 
that the West Bengal National Volunteer Force Bill, 1949, he taken into 
consideration. 

Honourable members are aware. Sir, that siinv the transfer of power 
there has been a persistent public demand to he trained m firms and serve 
in the defence services of the country. The Provincial Government have 
on more than one occasion pressed this viewpoint of pyhlic to the t'entral 
Government. With regard to the arrangement for imparting basic military 
training to the youths of Bengal the Provincial Government have carefully 
gone into the question. They have discussed with the expeits the question 
of giving it a shape within the limited tcsouiccn at their disposal. Tim 
idea was given a trial on a small scale and as a result about 1,900 trained 
llakshis (volunteers) have been produced from the Bangiya Itukshi Bahini 
Training Centre at Kanchiapara. We are now satisfied that given profwr 
training Bengali youths pick up technique as quickly as anybody else. 
These trained youths who have already passed out from the Training Centre 
are doing excellent work in collaboration with the district authorities. It 
is now felt that time lias mine not only to organise these youths and to 
continue training of future recruits but also to absorb them in an organisa- 
tion, i.e., the National Volunteer Force, under an Act? The Bill is self- 
explanatory. The National Volunteer Force will help the authorities in 
the maintenance of law and order and the services of the members may also 
be utilised in times of national emergency. Sir, I hope that the Bill would 
be taken into consideration. 

Sri JYOTI BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, this Bill which is before us just 
• now, I of course oppose it with all the emphasis that I command because 
as the Minister has just now tried to point out that such a voluntary force 
is necessaxy in Bengal in order, as he said, to collaborate with the poiloe 
and to maintain law and order in this country and to W used in tinea el 
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emergency. Now we know, we have seen for the last 1| years as to how 
this particular Government in West Bengal and for that matter the Govern? 
merits throughout India have been functioning with regard to the main- 
tenance of law and order and the good of the people. Now in any country 
a volunteer force, if it is to be organised, is definitely linked up with the 
policy that is going to be pursued by that particular Government. If the 
Government is a bad Government, if it is an evil Government, then it is the 
duty of the citizens to oppose giving any police powers to that Government, 
to oppose giving to this Government a volunteer force which will be used 
not to maintain law and order for the people, but to maintain the riches of 
the financiers and blackmarketers and to shoot down people, and such a 
Government, when it talks about emergency, it means that the power and 
the privilege of a few are at stake. That is why such a Government cannot 
be given such poivcrs to recruit volunteers. Even in the meantime we have 
seen to what use the Jatiya Rakshi Bahini has been put to. We know that 
this is going to be, as it has been, the official goonda bahini of the Govern- 
ment; it is going to be used as it has been used to break up legal strikes. 
This force has been used as it is going to be used in the future to see that 
the /twins do not raise their heads in the villages against landlordism and 
against rack-rents, against poverty and so on. (The Hon’ble Dr. Bidhaj? 
Cji \M) it ; v Rov : Black-marketing.) The Prime Minister or somebody else 
here said just now “black-marketing”. Now I know' as the Congress 
Ministers also know' by now’ that they are the representatives of black- 
marketers and profiteers. If it was not so then this Government would not 
enact measures, as for instance, a measure has just now been enacted with 
regard to the sales tax and we know such measures are going to crop up in 
dozens during (lie Budget Session. That is w T hy, when such is the nature 
of the Government, one fears giving it more powers, giving into its hands 
volunteers which will be used for such purposes. The Hon’ble Minister 
has been talking about training Bengali youths in the use of arms. A very 
noble idea no doubt because it is for that that the Congress has been doing 
propaganda for the last <10/4(1 years when the British Government 
emasculated us and look away the arms that we had and did not give us 
any training in arms but if universal training in arms is to be given to the 
workers, to the business people, and to the ordinary people, as one expected 
would be done after (he so-called achievement of freedom, (hen it would be 
another matter but ^ as I said, this would be a selected volunteer force of 
the Government where selected people would be recruited for the purpose of 
shooting down our people when the need arose. Now’ we know that Gurkhas 
have to be brought from Nepal, from Darjeeling and other places. Why? 
Because the Government feels that, since it is fast losing popularity, with 
machine guns, with tommy guns and Bren guns their power has got to be 
maintained. Without wasting much more time I would ask the Ministers, 
if they have not jet seen it, to see the writing on the wall and to realise 
that time will come when their machine guns will not save them, when they 
will no more be able to rule the people from Writers’ Building or from 
Delhi for that matter for a very long time. Therefore, I oppose this 
measure which is before the House and I know that the people in West 
Bengal would be with me in this opposition because this is a bad Govern- 
ment, a Govern melt i which has almost turned fascist and therefore whom- 
soever it recruits will be the goondas of this Government, to shoot down 
the people. Therefore this measure must be opposed by all means. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sri Bhupati Majumdar that the West Bengal 
National Volunteer Force Bill, 1JH9, be taken into consideration, was then 
put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYKMI. 
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■irtfMftirm tri Upmayt*. 
Cfcakravarty, Sri Satis* CUatfrt. 

ChMtflMiry, Sri AiMda Front. 

Dot, tri Hatha Nath. 

Dm Bvptt, tri Khataatra Nath. 

Dan, tri Kaoailal. 

Do, tri Kanal Lai. 

Dalai, tri Harontra Nath. 

Datt-Maxvflitfar, Tho Hon'W* Sri Niharontfu. 
Qaagafi, tri Bogin Bohari. 

Qayon, tri Arahinta. 

Qhooo, tri A. K. 

Bhoto ,tri Bimal Comar. 

Bamot, Mr. D. 

Gupta, tri 4 . C. 

Haidar, tri Kubor Chant. 

Mahanty, tri Charu Chandra. 


Maiti, Tho Hoa'Mo tri Nthaa|a Bohari. 
MaJM, tri Nishapat). 

Majumtar, Tho Hoa’Mo tri BhapatL 
Maffick, Sri Athtttooh. 

Mandai, Sri Annadapraaad. 

Mandai, Sri Bankohohaii 
Mandat, Sri Krishna Prasad. 

Mudatsir Hossain, tanah. 

Mukhorji, Sri Dhirondra Narayan. 

Murarka, Sri Batantlal. 

Naskar, Sri Ardhoadu Sokhar. 

Natkar, Tho Hon’bio Sri Horn Chandra. 
Panja, Tho Hon'Mo Sri Jadahontra Nath. 
Roy, Tho Hon'hio Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 
Son, Tho Hon'hio tri Prafulia Chandra. 
Sinks, Tho Hoo’Mo Sri Bimal Chandra. 


Now — 1 . 

Jyotf Basu. 

The Ayes being 38 and the Noes l. the motion was earned. 


Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 do stand part of the Hill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause i!. 

The question that clause 2 do stand part of the Hill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause •?. 

The question that clause 3 do stand pait oi the Hill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause */. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI : Sir, I beg to move that in clause 4, in line 1, 
for the words “member of tin 4 force” the word “volunteer” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Sri BHUPATI MAJUMJJAR: Sir, I accept it. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 4, as amended, do stand part of the Hill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 6. 


The question that clause 6 do stand pari of the Hill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 6. 


The question that clause G do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 7. 

# Sri 0. N, MUKHERJI: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 7, in line# 3 
and 4, for the words “provide for the constitution or formation of one or 
more corps or units of the force” the words “direct that one or more corps 
or uniU of the force be constituted or formed” be substituted. 
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TtM H«t*M M iMUPATI MAJUMDABl Sir, I *ee*pt tits 

amendment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 7, as amended, do stand part of the Bill, waa 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 8. 

The question that clause 8 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 9. 

The question that clause 9 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 10. 

8ri D. N. MUKHERJI : Sir, I beg to move that the proviso to sub- 
clause (2) of clause 10 be renumbered as sub-clause (J) of clause 10, and 
in that sub-clause as so renumbered, the words “Provided that” bo 
omitted. 

The Hon’ble Sri BHUPATI MAJUMDAR: Sir, I accept the 
amendment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 10, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 11 . 

The question that clause 11 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 1*1. 

The question that clause 12 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 13. 

The question that clause 13 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. * 

Clause 14. 

The question that clause 14 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. * 

Clause 13. 

The question tkst clause 15 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 10. 

The question that clause H> dq^staml part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

• Clause 17. 

The question that clause 17 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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CUm* 18 , 

The question that clause 18 do stand part of the Bill was then put ami 
agreed to. 

Pr$ambU. 

Sri D. N.MUKHERJI : Sir, I beg to move that in the Preamble after 
the words “citizens of the Dominion of India*', in lines 3 and 4, the word# 
“or subjects of an Acceding State or persons having permanent domicile in 
West Bengal’’ be inserted. 

The Hon’ble Sri BHUPATI MAJUMDAR: Sir, 1 accept the 
amendment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Tin* question that the Pre unable, as amended, do stand part of the Bill 
was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble 8ri BHUPATI MAJUMDAR: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
West Bengal National Volunteer. Foice Bill, UMT, as settled in the 
Assembly, be passed. 

Sir, I fcant to speak a few words in repl\ to m\ honourable friend 
Mr. Basu over there. Sii , it in the sacred and inherent duty of every 
honest, patriotic citizen to stand b\ the* National Government and, as such, 
every citizen should be given, it lie so wants, proper military training to 
uphold the prestige of his count r\ in time ot necessity. Sir, except the 
friends and supporters of the subversive activities now and then seen in 
this country, everybody would welcome such a Bill and 1 may su\ . Sir, it is 
only in t lie interest of the* country the citizen will stand up uguinst riot or 
loot or subversive activities and in time of national emergency they will 
stand up to fight tor the country. It is the only thing open to any citizen* 
any patriot in an\ country. I cannot find, Sir, what made my honourable 
friend opposite to pass such remarks against a real and practical move of a 
National (iovernnient. 

Sir, I think this Bill would be welcomed all over the country where in 
its piesent stage vve expect that a conspiracy to bring about a state of 
disorder here and there is in the minds of the enemies of the* State. So, we 
are taking the precaution before it is too late and this Government intend 
to train up every young man who has the love of his country in his heart 
to be a real soldier in the cause of the country. 

Sri JYOTI BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am glad the Hon’ble Minister 
has made a speech. He was prevented from doing so by the Chief Minister 
at an earlier stage. 

Tta Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I do protest against 
such an insinuation. I never prevented him. Will he please withdraw itP 

Sri 4Y0TI BASU: Mr. speaker. Sir, will you please ask him to sit 
down? 

The Hon’ble Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I will mt sit down before 
I ask you to sit down. 

Sri JYOTI BASU. As I say. this gives me an opportunity in ray reply 
to make a few more remarks explaining what I said previously, because it 
seems that the Hon’ble Minister pretends that he has not understood what 
I meant. It is true and 1 agree with him that it is the duty of every 
patriotic citizen to support a National Government and in every country 
that is done. But the point was — the little point which the Hon’ble 
Minister forgot — that this Government wa# not a National Government in 
the sense that it represented, the people as a whole. As I have been doing 
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my best to din into the ears of the Ministers but which they do not seem 
to realise yet, this is not a National Government — it does not represent all 
sections of the people, — it is a sectional Government, a Government 
representing, as I said and I repeat it again, profiteers and black -marketeers, 
landlords and so on and so forth, about 5 per cent, of the people in this 
country. That is why I tried to make out that a volunteer force under such 
a Government would mean shooting down of our people. In such a case it 
would mean that an emergency which they so often talk about and law and 
order which they have learnt from their British masters, would mean that 
whenever there is a threat by the hungry workers or hungry kisans whom 
they cannot feed, whenever there is a threat from them to the vested 
interests, then the forces of law r and order would be used again to shoot 
down those people, as has been demonstrated time after time within the last 
one and halt' years throughout India and in West Bengal. 

As was demonstrated in Calcutta nine people were shot down in the 
streets of Calcutta, in the heart of Calcutta. And in villages as we have 
seen in Bara-Kamalapur in Hooghly people were shot down. We have seen 
in the 24*Parganas that in one round of shooting nine people, nine kisans 
w r ere shot down including three women and a girl of 10 years. That has been 
the record of this Government and that is why I have tried to be brief, 
because 1 thought that at least they would have the decency and the shame 
not to utter such words in this House when they knew what they were doiug. 
If they are so powerful, if their influence is so great as they have been 
talking about, why did not these non-violent Ministers putting on khaddar 
go and face the people? Instead of sending Gurkha regiment in Calcutta 
and other places why did not they go and stand before them? They talk 
about Mahatma Gandhi. Malmtma Gandhi did not ask the soldiers to shoot 
dow'n the people. These are the gentlemen who talk about non-violence, 
but we see when the people come out in streets in a demonstration, he it of 
students or of ordinary citizens or be it of the unfortunate people of East 
Bengal, the refugees, then they send their Police force, their Gurkha 
regiment and their military to shoot down these people. And non-violence 
they talk about! I am glad to-day to hear that they have tried to be 
realistic. If there is an emergency, they said, they would shoot. We like 
plain speaking and that is why we like some people like Sardar Patel. 
There are others who talk about non-violence and we saw T a huge show here 
when Pandit Jawahnrlal Nehru was here in which Congress Ministers and 
Congressmen vied with each other in talking about non-violence, vied with 
each other in saying “we are preaching Buddhism to the world and India is 
goiug to give a lead to the world in non-violence, spiritualism, and what 
not”. It is good to speak plainly and to be frank as the Hou’ble Minister 
has tried to do in moving this motion, namely, that if there is an emergency, 
if the kisans demonstrate against hunger, they shall be shot down, if the 
workers in factories demonstrate against hunger and rising prices, then they 
shall be shot down. There shall be no mercy. If it cannot be done by the 
ordinary Police force, then it has got to be expanded under another name 
and that name' is National Volunteer Corps or some such thing like Jatiya 
Rakslii Bahini. Sir, I do not wish to waste any further time of the House, 
because the Congressmen have begun to understand all over India that tbeir 
time is not very long, their time is short and the Congress bourgeois regime 
is shortening up, it is no longer expanding. As you see the fate of your 
friend the Grand Fascist of the East, Chiang Kai Sliek, • time is not far 
distant when the same fate m awaiting those gentlemen who dare to shoot 
people instead of going and meeting them face to face. 

Sir, I again oppose this motion. 

T9* Hociflle Dr. 8IDHAN CHANDRA ROYS Sir, I do not want my 

Minister to say anything in reply to a gramophone record. We hear the 
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same record moving on every time, the same words, the same “common 
man”, the same “shooting”, the same “black-marketers”. Why waste 
word on a gramophone record? 

Sri JYOTI BASUt It excites you because it is true. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sri Bhupati Majumdar that the West Bengal 
National Volunteer Force Bill, 1949, as settled in the Assembly, be passed, 
was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYCI — 31 


I to o p a P htyt, iri Pramatka Math. 

Ba*ar)aa, Sri toil Kumar, 
law, Sri Hsmasta Kumar. 

SdaaSarl, Sri Ctiaru Chandra. 

Bhattacharyya, Sri Shyamapada. 

Chakravarty, Sri Satisb Chandra. 
touShury, Sri Annada Praia*. 

Oat, Sri RaSha Nath. 

Dat Quptm. Sri Khasendrs Nath. 

Data, Sri Kanailal. 

Du, Sri Kanai Lai. 

Otriui, Sri Marandra Nath. 

Dhtt-Matumdar, Tha Hon'Mi Sri Nihartndu. 
Gtnguli, Sri Btpin Bahari. 

Sayan, Sri Arahinda. 

Qhota, Sri A. K. 

Ghost, Sri Bimal Comar. 

Gamut, Mr. D. 

Gupta, Sri d. C. 


HaMar, Iri Kahar Ohaad. 

Mahanty, Sri Chain Chandra. 

Mahtah. Sri Uday Ohand, MakaraJadkfraJ 
Bahadur, af Burdwaa. 

Maltl, Tha Han’Ma Sri Nikunja Bahari. 
Majhi, Sri Nfthapati. 

Majumdar, Tht Han'Ma Sri BkupaB. 

MalUck, Sri Athutath. 

MandaJ, Sri Amadapratad. 

Mandat, Sri Baskubthari. 

Mandat, Sri Krithna Fraud. 

Mukharjl, Sri Ohlrandra Narayaa. 

Naikar, Sri Ardhtndu lakhar. 

Nukar, Tht Hon'Mt Sri Htm Chandra. 
Panja, Tht Hon'Mt Sri Jadahtndra Nath. 

; Roy, Tht Hon'Mt Dr. Bldhan Chandra. 

Stn, The Hon'Mt Sri Praluita Chandra. 

| Sinha, The Hon'blt Sri Bimal Chandra. 


Note -1. 

Jyoti Batu. 

The A\es being 3f> and the Noe* 1. tht nn > t *» »*i wu-i carried. 


The West Bengal Evacuees (Administration of Property) Bill, 1949. 

The Hovt’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Su. I introduce the Went 
Bengal Evacuees (Administration of Property > Bill, 194!). 

(The Secretary then read the short-title of the Bill.* 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, I beg to move that 
the West Bengal Evacuee-' ( Adinmi-tration of Property i Bill, 1949, be 
taken into consideration. 

Sir, I need not make u long speech over this measure. The idea of 
iptting up an Evacuee Property Board was first discussed and agreed to in 
j le Inter-Dominion Conference held at Calcutta eari^ itwd948. Since then 
i nother Inter-Dominion Conference had been held at New Delhi in December 
J ist which decided that the Governments of East and West Bengal should 
1 sgislate by the 31st Januan for the setting up of Evacuee Property Manage- 
l lent Boards in districts or areas from where u substantial exodus has taken 
i jace and set up these Boards as soon tliereaftei as possible. It Was further 
forced that the Boards which will be composed of members of the minority 
community would assume management of properties only on the definite 
fequept of their owners. Their functions would be of a managerial character 
la nd they would not have the power to alienate the property entrusted to them 
for management. The word “evacuee” should be so defined as to include a 
10 
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person who has left the province in question on or after the 1st June, 1947* 
and \ who declares his intention to return as soon as conditions become 
normal. The proposal was further discussed at the Chief Secretaries’ Con- 
ference held a few weeks back at Dacca and now these decisions have beep 
incorporated iu this Bill. This Bill lias the approval of both the Govern- 
ments and the East Bengal Government is also going to have such a Bill 
passed within the 31st of January. I hope, Sir, that this agreed measure 
will be passed by this House without any amendment except those agreed 
to and given notice of by the Chief Whip. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sri Bimal Chandra Sinba that the West 
Bengal Evacuees (Administration of Property) Bill, 1949, be taken into 
consideration, was then put and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 

The question tfiat clause 1 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 do stand part of the Bill was then put ap4 
agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

The question that clause 3 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

* Clause 4. 

The question that clause 4 do stand part of the Bill was then put ami 
agreed to. 

Clause J. 

The question that clause 5 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 6. 


The question that clause 6 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 7. 

The question that clause 7 do stand part of the Bill was then put t 
agreed to. 

Clause S. 

The question that clause 8 do stand part of the Bill was then put i 
agreed to. 

Clause 9 . 

The question that clause 9 do stand part of the Bill was then put i 
agreed to. 

Claut$ 10. 


Sri D. If* MUKHERJt: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 10, in line 
for the brackets t^nd figure,^ (6) ”, the brackets apd figure “(7)” 
substituted. 

Use Hon’Me Sri BIMAL OHANDRA SINHAi I accept it. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Th« qu^tion tbtf dyv* 10, a* WWM. 4° *f*P4 «4 *}* $!l Wfc, 

fbw w* a mm 
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Glam$f 11. 

The question that clause 11 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
igreed to. ' " ’ 

Clause 12. 

The question that clause 12 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
igreed to. 

Clause 13 . 

# 

The question that clause 13 do stand part of the Bill was then put ant} 
nrreed to. 

Clause 14. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI: Sir, I move that in sub-clause (/) of clause 14, 
n line 3, for the brackets and figure \ the brackets and figure ** (6 )** b* 
ibstituted. 

p I also move that in sub-clause (4) of clause 14, in lines 2-7, the word* 
6r to the person in whose favour an order for delivery of possession of tb* 
fcperty has been made by a competent civil or revenue court as against the 

f icuee if the Board is satisfied that such order of such court has been mad* 
favour of such person” be deleted. 

f I also move that in clause 14(5), in line 2, for the words, brackets and 
|ure “sub-section (4)" the words, brackets and figures “sub-section («ij 
* sub-section (4)” be substituted. 

The motions were then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 14, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
len put and agreed to. 

Clause 16. 

The question that clause 1*> do stand part of the Bill was then put aqd 
^reed to. 

Clause Id. 


The question that < lause HI do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
greed to. 

Clause 17. 

The question that clause 17 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
p greed to. 

Clause IS. 


The question that clause 18 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
freed to. 

Clause 19. 

The question that clause 19 do stand part of the Bill jvas thgn pu£ qgd 
freed 1 6. 

Preamble. 

The question that the Preamble do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
freed to.* 

Tl» MfifMf Iff PINAL CHAHPRA tlNHAf Sir, f beg to move that 
* W eat Bengal &?aoii*es (Admiwstretian of Property) Bill, 10#, » 
ttled in the Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 
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Tho Bengal Hurm (Wee t Bengal Amendment) Bill, m 

Tbe Hon'ble Dr. BIDHArt OHARDRA ROY s Sir, I beg to introduce 
the Bengal Nurses (West Bengal Amendment) Bill , 1948. % 

Mr. SPEAKER: I take iVit-is a Bill of 1949. 

Tito Hott’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Yes, Sir. 

(The Secretary then read the short-title of the Bill.) 

Tito Hon'ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I^%eg also to move' 
that the Bengal Nurses (West Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1949, be taken intd 
consideration. 

It is a very small Bill, Sir; in this Bill there is a provision for thl 
purpose of adding the word “West” to the words “Bengal Nurses Act” and 
therefore the first amendment is to change the name of the Act to Wesij 
Bengal Nurses Act, 1949. Then there is section 4 regarding the constii 
tution of the Council where it is mentioned that two persons are to bj 
appointed by the Local Government of whom one shall be appointed t* 
represenr%istitutions. Here also the advice given is that the words “Wet* 
Bengal” should he added. Under the Adaptation of Existing Indian Law* 
Act of 1947, the provisions of the existing Bengal Nurses Act were extended 
and the members who were then serving in the Council — their term was als^ 
extended up to August, 1949. But it is expected or it is desired that thex^ 
should be an election in 1949 because we have no more power to extend th‘ 
period under the Adaptation of Existing Indian Laws Act. Therefore, 
have brought this amendment for the purpose of making these two sma£ 
alterations as well as for the purpose of changing section 4 (a) and (cr 
The Director of Public Health Services in Bengal now is also the Surged 
General to the Government of West Bengal and therefore these two office 
(«) and (c) are united and it has to be put in the amending Act that tt 
Director of Public Health Services will be the President of the Beng 
Nurses Council. These are the two small amendments which I ask tl 
House to accept. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 


The question that clause 1 do stand part of the 
agreed to. 


Clause 2. 


Bill was then put ai 


The question that clause 2 do stand part of the 
agreed to. 


Preamble . 


Bill was then put and 


The question that the Preamble do stand part of the Bill was then put anti 
agreed to. 

Tito Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I beg to move th 
the Bengal Nurses (West Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1949, as settled in 0. 
Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Prorogation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have it in command from His Excellency* 
Governor that the West Bengal Legislative Assembly do now 
prorogued. 










